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ADVERTISEMENT. 



An the following pages, the reader is not pre- 
fented with a romance under the title of a book 
of travels. It would not have been very difficult 
to have depicted an Arcadia among the defarts of 
Africa ; or to have afcribed all the delicacy and 
refinement of Athens to the inhabitants of Caf- 
fraria. It is fcarcely an eafier tafk to obferve than 
to invent j and the embellilhments of the clofet are 
frequently known to fumifti out a very Ipecious 
publication from very flender materials. 

In producing the prefent work, none of the 
common arts of compilation have been employed ; 
but this circumftance it is prefumed will not leflen 
its value in the eyes of rational perfons : fmce 
what it lofes in entertainment it gains in authenti- 
city. The public may depend upon it, that they 
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»! ADVERTISEMENT. 

are here prefented with a feries of fa£^s, noted 
down upon the fpot, without any after additions, 
with no ornaments of rhetoric, with nothing to 
recommend them but the fimple form of truth, and 
perhaps fome degree of accuracy. 

As the author was fo fortunate as to vifit in 
the courfe of thefe travels fome parts which had 
never previoufly been explored by Europeans, he 
flatters himfelf he has added a few fails to the 
general ftock of natural and geographical know- 
ledge. 
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NARRATIVE OF FOUR JOURNEYS. 



THE FIRST JOURNEY. 

^rodu^im — Set offmith Captain Gordon from the Cape^ in OBober 1777— 
youmef along the Jhore of Bay Fa^e~^Natural produ^ions in that part-^^ 
fhttentot Holland — Hang Lip — Palmita Rivier — Knoflick Kraal Rtvier, 
to the How I&ak—lTiformation .reJPeSiing a lion being killed — Warm batb\ 
fome ob/ervations on the beat of the water-~-Departure from the hot Bath.—' 
Firji Hottentot Kraal near the Tyger Hock — Breed Rivier — Arrive at 
ZwiUendam^^efdence of the LendDroJl — Proceed to Groof Fader s Bofcb— 
Land of Egypt ; itsproduBion — Crofs the Plata Kloefto the CbannaLand 
''^bfervafions ^ the ufe of ■Cbanna ^itb Dacka — Climate and foil'-' 
Slangy or Snake River — Saffron River — Elephants River — jin accident 
happens to ow waggon-^Arrtve at a ■hot bath — The manner of fecuring 
our cattle at nigbt from lions, &c. — .Beer Valley — ^ST&f extent if this 
Journey — Captain Gordon proceeds towards the Snow Mountain — Return 
towards the -Cape — Meet with fome gentlemen who bad ieen making a 
furvey of the country — Cbonacqua Hottentots-^ircum^ance reJ^eSling the 
killing of a lionefs — Meet with fome peafants on their way to the C^ — ■ 
jirrive at Aiquas Kloef^-Short account ofHottniqua Land— Arrive at the 
Cap. 

THERE Is certainly no part of the ivorld fo little known 
to Europeans as thofe regions of Africa, which lie 
fouth of the equiiioftial line. Neither the reftlefs ambition 
rf ancient Rome, nor the equally «nterprifing fpkit of com- 
tnerce, have penetrated beyond a certain limit. Satisfied with 
the conqueil and produ^ons of thofe provinces which bor- 
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

dered on the Red and Mediterranean feas, the Romans con- 
fidered the other parts of this continent as a barren and ufelefs 
wafte, the pofleffion of which could not increafe their glorj'j 
and they, therefore, willingly left it in its original obfcurity. 
Nor did the arms and arts of the viftorious Arabians fpread 
conqueft and knowledge beyond the limits marked by the 
former conquerors of this country, which, from nortli to 
foulh, extended very little farther than fix degrees, or three , 
hundred and fixty miles. Even fo late as the fixteenth cen- 
tury, John Leo appears to have known fcarcely more than 
one h^f of this feSion of the globe. Of the remainder, much 
has been fince that time difcovered, and much ftill remains 
unexplored. 

Thofe objeSs which ambition has in many infiances over- 
looked, or left unattempted, the no lefs aSive fpirit of 
induftry has adverted to, and attained. This has been in fome 
meafure the cafe with refpeS to Africa, but in a very con- 
fined degree. The hope of g^n, which has led the fons of 
Europe to traverfe vaft oceans in fearch of diAant, and fome- 
times imaginary territories, has, in this part of the world, 
confined its operations to the coaft, and the adjacent country. 
The gold duft, which rolls from the mountains, the ivory, 
and above all, the devoted viSims of tyranny and avarice^ 
have' tempted the enterprifing mariner frequently to re«fit 
fome part of its fliores. But here his curiofity, or his defire 
of gain, have been fatisfied, or at leaft were not fufficiently 
powerful to tempt him to explore a country where his profits 
were imcertain, and liis &tigue and dangers unav<udable ; and 
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FtRST JOURNEY. j 

thft interior regions of Africa ftill continue unvalued, only, U"' 
perhaps, becaufe unknown. ^-»-«J 

But if ambition did not tempt the conquefors of the world 
to extend their empire acrofs the dreary deferts of Africa, nor 
commerce indtice mankind to examine a country, the external " 
appearance of which prefents few allurements to the mere 
lovers of gsun, to compenfate for the dangers of exploring 
dreary and fcorching regions, inhabited by ravetious beails and 
noxious reptiles ; yet there is one defcription of men to whom, 
with all their terrors, they will afford the moft ample gratifi- 
cation. The admirer of Nature has, in this country, a wide 
field for inveftigation : here he will difcover otjeSs amply 
fafiicient to (atisfy the moft inqulfitlve tafte{ here he will 
find every objefi, fimple and unadorned ; and will beh<Jd, in 
the uncivilized Hottentot, thofe virtues, which he, perhaps, 
fought for in civilized fociety in vain. 

Impreffed with thefe fentiments, ai»d indted by the proipefi 
of a country, die produftions of which were unkiwwn, I left 
England with a view to gratify a curiofity, which, if not laud- 
able, was at lead innocent. 

The period when we arrived at the Cape of Good Hppe, 
being die middle of May, it was too late in the feafon to go 
into Table Bay with fafety, owing to the variable ftate of the 
weather at this time, which is that of the fetring in of the 
Quaod Monfoon, or winter ; we anchored, therefore, in the 
Bay Falle. Immediately on oux arrival, a very heavy fall of 
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^ TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

■777- rain prevented my feeing any part of the countr)' ; and to- 
— -Sw wards the end of the month, the hilk, near the Cape, were 
covered with fnow for feveral days. During the winter, tliere- 
fore, I was only able to indulge myfelf in ftiort excurfions 
from the Cape town ; while I made more ample preparations 
for a journey into the country when the feafon might be more 
favourable. 

I was particularly fortunate En meeting with a gentleman. 
Captain Gordon, (now Colonel) who had travelled in tliis 
country fome years before, (about 1774) and was lately re- 
turned firom Holland, as fecond in command, and appointed 
to fucceed Colonel Du Phren, who was then commander in 
chief. Colonel Gordon is a gentleman of extenfive informa- 
tion In moft branches of natural hiftory ; and, I believe, is the 
only perfon who has any con£derable knowledge of that coun- 
try, being acquainted with the interior parts for near one 
thoufand five hundred miles from the Cape. He had acquired 
the language of the Hottentots, which, tc^ether with his 
perfeS acquaintance with the Dutch language, gave him an 
advantage over moft other travellers. 

As Mr. Mafon, in his letter to the Royal Society, has de- 
fcribed the countiy about the Cape, it is unneceffary for me 
to enter into a geographical defcription, or to fay any thing 
of this traS of territory, except what came immediately under 
my own obfervation. 

The period which I had propofed for my long journey was 
the beginning of Oaober, when a fettled ftate of the atmofphere 
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FIRST JOURNEY. 

K generally expeSed, and when moft of the plants are in flower ; 'TJT\ 
and, for this undertaking, I had prepared myfelf by almoft daily v — , — 
excurfions, which afforded me fome general knowledge o£ the. 
future, theatre of my fpeculations.^ 

On the fifth of Oftober 1777, the day before our departure;, 
we were entertained with obferving a very uncommon pheno- 
menon, which the people afcribed to a fevere north-weft wind, 
at fea. Such a prodigious number of fiih were driven into 
Table Bay, particularly Porpoifes and Sword-fi(h, that the whole 
bay was entirely covered with them, and apparently it might, 
have been croffed on their backs. Near the edge of the bay 
the water was red with their blood ; and feveral hundreds of 
the fifti were driven on fliore, which the people cut up for oil- 
On the fixth, having fent our waggon on before us, Captain: 
Gordon and myfelf left the Cape Town, and proceeded along 
the bottom of the Table Mountain, leading towards Conftan- 
tia. We dined at the houfe of Mr. Becker, which is only 
about two miles diftantfrom Conilantia, being well fituated and. 
ftieltered from the north-weft and fouth-eaft winds. This place 
produces excellent Wine, though the fituation is rather low.. 
Conftantia is, however, preferable to all other parts of this 
diftria, not only becaufe it is rather more elevated, but on ac- 
count of the nature of the foil, which is a light fandy loam.. 
The whole co'.mtry abounds with the Protea Argentea, and 
many forts of Leucadendrons, and alfo Ericas and Gnapha- 
liums ; many fpeclmens of which have been fent to Europe. 
This night we refted at a place called Sand Fleet, the pro- 
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TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

pefty of a rich farmer of the name of Extim. It is unnecef- 
fary to enkrge upon the hofpitality of thefe people, fince that 
circumftance has been remarked by all who have travelled 
through the country. The following day we were detained 
by the inclemency of the weather. 

On the eighth, we continued our journey along the bottom 
of Bay Falfe, from the point of Moefen Berg, to very near 
Hottentot Holland, which is a continuation of what is called 
the Sand Down, a large traS of country lying between the 
Table Bay and Bay Falfe. Moft of it is uninhabitable, on account 
of a white fand blown up by the fouth-eaft winds in very large 
ridges. Yet there are many ftirubs difperfed in different parts. 
It is the principal place whence they procure their fire-wood 
at the Cape. It alfo produces the Myrica Cerifera ; the berries 
of which make excellent candles, nearly equal to thofe of bees 
wax. Near the middle of the bay is a iinall hut, where we 
found fome filhermen. It being in the heat of the day, and we 
much fatigued by travelling through the heavy fand, we refted 
there about an hour. At firft we expefted to regale ourfelves 
with oyfters ; but the furf was fo ftrong that we were unable 
to approach the banks. From this place we proceeded on our 
journey, and about funfet arrived at the Erft Rivier, or Firft 
River, which has its fource from the StiUen Bofch Mountains, 
and empties itfelf, at this place, into Bay Falfe. From the late 
rmns we found it almoft irapaffable ; but we croffed it with 
much more fafety than we had expeSed. As foon as it be- 
came dark, we were accofted with the howling of the Hyenas, 
which accompanied us all the way to Hottentot Holland, where 



yGoosIe 



FIRST JOURNEY. •, 

we arrived about nine, at the refidence of a Mr. De AVall. '7/7- 

, October. 

This was formerly a place bebnging to Governor Adrian (—.—J 
Vander Stell, who had introduced many foreign plants into 
this covmtry, as particularly die Camphor tree. Many of thefe 
are from forty to fifty feet in height, and from twelve to 
thirteen feet in circumference, Hottentot Holland is fituated 
on the north-eait: fide of the Bay Falfe, and furrounded on 
three fides by lofty mountains ; but open to the fouth-weft, 
where we have a view of the bay. The foil here is not fo 
good for vines, as moft other places on this fide the mountains, 
being wet and marlhy ; but it produces excellent com. The 
mountains aftbrded me rnany beautifiil plants, particularly Xe- 
ranthimums. Geraniums, GlacEolufes, aai many others quite 
new to me. Here tiiay be fiiid to be one of the mott difficult 
pafles into the country, called Hottentot Holland's Kloaf.* It 
is a narrow road cut through the hill, the fummit of which 
appears to be nearly of a height with the Table Land. This 
is part of the chain of mountains which have their beginning 
at Cape Falfe, or the Hang Lip, and continue to the north- 
weft for near three hundred miles ; and from twenty to forty 
miles from the fea, fevetal other branches fi-om this chain ex- 
tend to the interbr parts of the country, which I ftiall after- 
wards have occafion to defcribe in the courfe of my narrative. ' 

After fending our baggage through the pafi, we purfued our 
journey, on the twelfth, round the Hang Lip, and proceeded 
to examine the fihall bays and rockj in the mouth of the Bay 
Falfe ; which at that time were but little known ; in particular 

* Kloaf, fignifies a narrow pafi through the mountains. 
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that onwlikU die Colebrooke ftruck fome time after. As there 
is'UO road along the bay, we took. each a fmall portion of pro- 
vifions and our cloaks ; fetisfied that it would be impoffible to 
perform the journey in .one day. Notwitliftanding the ragged 
rocks and mountains -we were cAliged-to crofs, we took horfe as 
far as it was poffible ; and much farther than it was fafe ; for 
the horfe I had, fell with me upon the fide of a very high pre- 
cipice;; and it iwas by mere accident that I fiived myfelf, by 
laying hold of a fccub which grew out of a rock. About noon 
we came to the mouth of Stienbrailam River, which takes its 
Eame from a fpecies of filh, call Stienbrailam. In the morning 
we came to a deep bay, not laid down in any of our fea-charts. 
It. opens to ihe north-wjeft, and is well Iheltered&om the fouth- 
eaft TOnds hy very lofty mountains. At this time Captain 
Gordon called it Van Pletenbey's Bay ; but fince that he has 
given it another name ; and fome time after, he difcovered a 
bay to the eaftward, which is laid down in all the new charts, 
snd is /aid to be .very fafe for ftiip|Mng. Finding a finall ftream 
of excellent water a£ .this place, we agreed to ftay all night ; 
and next momir^'.WB continued our journey round the Hang 
.Lip, or ■Cape Falfe. From Hottentot Holland, to this place, 
-the country is quite uninhabited ; the whole traS confifting cf 
precipices and rugged mountains. We paffed a fecond bay, 
which was fmaller than the firft ; though the entrance is clear 
of rocks, and a fine white fand ; this was called Gordon's Bay. 
About a mile and a half from this we came to a third, which, 
in Captain Gordon's map, is called Paterfon's Bay; diis is 
■much larger th»n the fecond, but fmailer ithan the firft. The 
Jatter is direfily under the Hang Lip ; and between it and 
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Gordon's Bay are lakes of frefh water, and plenty of wood. 
All thefe bays open to the north-weft, and ftrike fouth inland. ' 
About two, in the afternoon, we palled Cape Falfe ; to the 
fouth-eaft of which is a large plain, covered with many dif- 
ferent fpecies of grafs ; but all of them bad for cattle. Here 
I found a fpecies of Erica, which was quite new, with a Ipike 
of long tubelar yellow flowers, the moft beautiful I had ever • 
feen. There are fome wild buffaloes* about this place, of which 

* Mr. Pennant's defirription of this animal is as follows : ** The face is covered with long 
3iar(h black hair. Chin, underiidc of the neck, and dewlap, covered with long, pendulous, and 
coarie hairs of the lame colour. From the horns, along the top of the neck, to the middle of 
the back, is a very thin black mane. Body covered with Ihort, daik, cinerous hair : biTe of the 
tail almolt naked and cinerous, the reft fiill of long black hair. Skin thick and tough. Length 
from nofe to tail, of one not of the largdl fize, is eight feet : the height five and a half. Depth 
of the body three feet : length of the head one foot nine : of the trunk of the tail one foot nine : 
<o the end of the hairs, two feet nine. Sody and limbs thick and Drong. They inhabit the 
interior parts of Africa, north of the Cape of Good Hope ; but, I believe, do not cxtoid to the 
n(sth of the Tropic. They are .laid to be greatly fuperior in fize to the largell Englifh ox : 
hang -their heads down, and have a moft fierce .and malevolent appearance. Are exceflively iieroe 
and dangerous to travellers. Will lie quietly in wait in the woods, and nilhfuddenly onpaf^ 
fengers, and trample them, their horfes, and oxen of draught, under their feet : fo that they are 
to be ftiunned as Che moft cruel beafts of this country. They will even return to the attack, and 
delight to lick the flaughtercd bodies. They are prodigioufly fwift, and fo ftron^ that a yoting 
one of three years of age, being placed with fix tame oxen in a waggon, could not by their 
united force be moved from the fpot. They are.alfo found in the interior parts of Guinea; but 
are fo tierce and dangerous, that the negroes who ve in chace of other animals are fearful of 
(hooting at them. The lion, which can break the back of the ftrongeft domeftic oxen at one 
blow, cannot kill this fpecies, except by leaping on its back, and fuffocating it, by fixing its talons 
atx)ut its nole ^d mouth. The lion often perilhes in the attempt j but leaves the marks of its 
fury about tltf mouth and nofe of the beaft. It loves much tq roll ip the mud, and is fijnd af 
the wati;r. The flefh is coarf^ but juicy, afjd has the flavour of veoifon. They live in great 
herds, efpecially in Krake-Kamma, and other dcferts of the Cape ; .and retire during day into 
the tliick forefts. Are reckoned good meat. They .arc called by the Dutch pf the Cape, 
Awochs. 

' Another fpecies of Aurochs is briefly defcribed by the Dutch travellers j who lay it is like 

tlic t jmm jn ox, but larger, and of a grey color ; that its he»d is .filial], and htwos flwrt ; that 

C * the 
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o£bcr ^® ^^^ feveral ; but they were fo very fliy that we could not 

v^»— ^ approach them. There is alfo a fpecies of antelope, which the 

Dutch call Eland*. Towards the evening we came to the 

mouth of the Palmita* Rivier. The rains to the northward had 

the hairs on the breaft are curled ; that it has a beard like a goat ; and that it is fo fwift, that the 
Namacques call it Baas, or the MaAer-courier. They diflinguilh this from the GnuU} or I 
Ihould think it tlie &me animal." 

* ** This animal has thick llrait horns, marked with two prominent fpiral ribs near two-thirds 
of their length ; linooth towards their end : fome are above two feet long : thofe at the Britilh 
Mufeum, with part of their (kin adhering, are black. Head of a reddilh color, bounded on the 
cheeks by a dufky line. Ears of a middling flze. Forehead broad : nofe pointed. On the 
forehead, a ftripe of long loofe hairs, and on the lower part of the dewlap, a large tuft of black 
hair. Along the neck and back, from head to tail, is a black fliort mane : the reft of the body 
of a bluellh grey, tinged with red. Space between the hoots and falfe hoo^ black. The tail 
does not reach to the firft joint of the leg ; is covered with Ount dnerous hair ; the end tufted 
mth long black hain. The hoo& are fhort, furroundcd at their jun£lion with the le^ with a 
circle of black hairs. The height to the fhoulders is five fiKt: is thick bodied, and l^rongly 
made : but the legs are flender. The females are hotned like the males. This fpecies wants 
the iinus laoymalis. The CafFres call this fpscies Empophos. If this is the PacalTe, as there ia 
tealbn to fuppofe it to be, they vary in color ; the Pacafle being white, fpotted with red and 
grey. The Dutch of the Cape call it the Eland or Elk. M. de Buffbn, by miftake, calls this 
the Coudous, which he ought to have bedowed on his Condoma. It inhabits India, Congo> 
and the fouthem parts of Africa. Frequents mountanous parts of the country. They live in 
herds; but the old males are often folitary. They grow very lat, efpccially about the breaft 
and bean : fo that they are eafily caught : and when purfued, will fometimes ^I dead in the 
chace. Are flow runners : when roufed, always go againft the wind, nor can the hunters (even 
if they front the herd) divert them from their courfe. The flefli is fine-grained, very delicious, 
and juicy. The liide is tough : the Hottentots make tobacco-pipes of the horns. 

There is another fpecies with ftrait horns nine inches long, pointing backwards, with two Ipi- 
nl fAiS : ears broad : color a deep tawny : beneath each eye a white fpot : fides mdl lingularly 
marked with two tranfvcrfe bands of white, croJied by two others from the back to the belly : 
the rump with three white lines pointing downwards on each fide : the thighs tjxttted with 
white : tail ten inches long, covered with long rough hairs, Inhalnts the plains and woods of 
Senegal, living in large herds. This is called at the Cap^ the Bonte Bock, or fpotted goat.'^ 
Pennant, vol, I, page 71. 

i A plam common in that river^ 
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raifed it fo high, and the courfe was fo rapid, that it was with 
difficulty we were able to fwim through it. We travelled the ' 
whole night in very heavy rain, with lightning and loud claps 
of thunder. About two in the morning we came to the Knof- 
lick» Kraals Rivier, which takes its name from a ipecies of wild 
garlick. It was fo very dark, that in the firft attempt I made to 
pafs the river, I found myfelf out of my depth ; and with great 
difficulty got out : it was therefore neceflary to remain where 
we were till day-Ught. We made feveral fruitlefs eflays to 
kindle a fire ; but every thing was fo wet, that the utmoft we 
could produce was finoke. The rmn continued very hard ; and 
in this uncomfortable &uation, our anxiety for the light of day 
inaybe eafily conceived. We had now been twenty-four hours 
without eating ; as foon as we could fee, therefore, we croffed 
the river ; and at nine in the morning came to the houfe of 
Michael Otto, where we were hofpitably received ; got to bed, 
and had our clothes dried ; and after a few hours fleep took 
fome refrefhment. This place is Ctuated between the Hotten- 
tot Holland mountains, and a fteep fandy pafs called, the How 
Hook ; which may be faid to be a continuation of the ftrong 
pafs which I mentioned before. It produces corn and very 
good wine ; much better than is generally found to the eaftward 
of the Hottentot mountains. The foil is of a fine rich clay ; 
but the pafture is coarfe, and feldom agrees witli cattle, and 
leaft of all with ftieep. Fruit is, in general, about three weeks 
later in ripening here, than about the Cape. At two we pro- 
ceeded on our journey, through the How Hook, colleSing plants 
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in our road. Here we met with a gentleman who had been 
at Zwellendam, and was on his return to the Cape. He in- 
formed us, that the day before he had pafled a place where 
they killed a large lion, and warned us to be on our guard, 
as more of thofe fierce animals were ftiil lurking about the 
fame place : for lions are found between this place and the 
Cape, which is diftant about one hundred Englifh miles. After 
parting with our friend, we croffed the Bott Rlvier, and about 
eight in the evening came to the Swart Berg, or Blackhill, 
where there is a warm bath. The company have ereSed a 
houfe for the reception of thofe who chufe to ufe the bath ; 
but travellers generally refide at a farm-houfe, which is little 
more than a mile diftant. The hill, whence the fpring ifliaes, 
is compofcd of a Species of granite, with much iron. The bath, 
nfed by the Europeans, is in temperature an hundred and thirty- 
three degrees by Farenheit's thermometer ; but may be reduced 
to any degree of heat by a ftream of cold water, which runs 
clofe by the place : at a little diftance from this there is ano- 
ther for flaves and Hottentots, the heat of which is one hundred 
and fifteen degrees. We found feveral people here from the 
Cape, uCng the water of the bath, which they beUeve to be 
a Ipecific in all cafes. The country about it is very pleafant ; 
and there is excellent pafture for cattle. This diftri3 abounds 
in game ; and particularly in that fpecies of antelope called by 
the Dutch, Bonta Bock*. Partridges are alfo very numerous 
here. From this place we direSed our courfe eaftward, leav- 
ing the river Zondereynds Berg on our left hand, pafling 

• " Tlie Buntebok, Ibmewhat Icfs, but more corpulent in pioportioii than the Hartbeed, 
is the Antilope Sciipta of Pallas, and the Guib of BnfTon.'* Spannan, zd edit. vol. I. p. 130. 
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feveral pleafant farms, and in a day*s journey arrived at the ^^JH:^ 
firft Hottentot* Kraal, which confifted of fix huts built in a ^•^' — ' 

• Speaking of the Hottentots, Mr. Sparman, fays, " With regard to their perfons, they are- 
as tall as moft Europeans ; and as for their being in general more flender, this proceeds from- 
their being more ftinted and curtailed in their food, and likcwife from their not ofing themfelves 
to hard labour. But that they have fmall t ands and feet compared with the otlier parts of their 
bodies, I as been remarked by no one before, and may, perhaps, be looked upon- as a ciiarac- 
terillic msfk of t'is natimi. 

The root of the nofe is for the moft part very low, by which means the dillance of the eyes 
from each other appears to be greater than in Europeans. The tip of the nofe likewife is pretty 
flat. I'he iris is Icarcely ever of a light colour, but has a dark brown caft, which fometimes 
approaches to black. 

Their ikin is of a )'elIowifh brown hue, which fomething refembtes that of are Europeart 
who has the jaundice in a high degree ; however, tlus colour is not in the Icaft obfervable in the 
whites of the eyes. One docs not find fuch thick lips among the Hottentots as among their 
neighbours the Negroes, the Caffres, and the Mozambiqucs. In fine, their mouths are of » 
middling fize, and aimoft always fumifhed with a fet of the fineft teeth that can be fcen; and* 
taken together with the reft of their features, as well as their Ihape, carriage, and every motion^ 
in ^ort their tout enfemble, indicates health and content, or at leaft an air of fans fouei. At 
the fame time, thiscarelels mien difcovers marks of alacrity and refolution; qualities which the 
Hottentots, in fa£^, can exhibit upon occafion. 

Their heads one would fuppofe to be covered with a black, though not very clofe, frizzled' 
kind of wool, if tlie natural harlhnefs of it did not (how, that it was hair, if poRible, more 
woolly than that of the n^oes. If in other relpeds there ftiould, by great chance, be obferved 
any traces of abeard,orof hair on any other parts of the body, fuch as arefeenon the Europeans, 
itis, however, very trifling, and generally of the lame kindasthatonthe bead." 

He then refutes an erroneous opinion concerning the mCRbeing different from others, and adds, 
** The wonr>en have no parts uncommon to the reft of their fex," With refpcift to their drefs, and 
method of painting themfelvcs, he remarks; "the latter (if painting it may be called) confifts in 
befmearing the! r bodies all over moft copioully with fat, in which there ic mixed up a little foot. 
This is never wiped off ; on the contrary, I never faw them ufeany tiling to clean their fkins, ex- 
cq>ting that when, in grcafing the wheels of their waggons, their hands were befmcared with tar 
and pitch, they ufed to get it off very eafily with cow-dung, at the fame time rubbing their 
arms into the bargain up to ilielhoulders with thiscofmctic: fo that as the duft and other filth, 
together with their iooXy ointment and the fvieat of their bodies, muft neccflarily, notwithftand- 
ing it is continually wearing off, in fomc mcafure adhere to the ftin, it contributes not a little to 
conceal tlie natural hue of the latter, and at the fame time to change it from a bright umber- 
brown to a brownirti-yellow colour oblcured with filth and naftinefs. 

Befides the pleafurc the Hottentots enjoy in befmearing tlicir bodies from head to foot, they 
likewife perfume themfelvcs with powder of he»bs, wkli which they powder both their heads 
2nd bodies, rubbing it in all over them when thcybefmear themfdves. The odour of it is a» the 

fame 
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circular form. Thefe people hire tliemfelves, as they are wanted, 
' to the Dutch. At a little diftance from this is a place belong- 

famc time rank and aromatic [Narcotico-feu Papaverino-fpirans) and feems to come neareft to 
tlm of the poppy mixed with Tpices. The plants ufed for this purpofe are different fpecies of die 
Diofma, called by the Hottentots Bucku, and confidered by them as poflefling great virtues in 
curing diford-irs. Some of thefe fpccies are very cooimon round about the Cape ; but one par- 
ticular fort, which I am told grows about Goud's-Rivier, is laid to be fo valuable, that no more , 
than a thimble full of it is given in exchange for a Iamb. 

The Hottentots, with their (kins befmeared with greafe and foot, and Bucku-powder, are by 
this means in a great meafure defended from the influence of the air, and may in a manner 
reckcHi tbcmfelves dreffed. In other refpe£ls, both men and women are wont to appear quite 
undrcffed j indeed, I may fay naked, except a trifling covering, with which they always conceal 
part of their bodies. 

With the men this covering confifls of a bag or purfe made of flcin, hanging quite open, 
the hoUow part of which feems de(igned to receive that which with us modefly requires to be con- 
cealed J but as this piece of furniture is only iafte.ied by a fmall part of its upper end to a narrovr 
belt, in other refpeds hanging quite loofc, it is but a very impcrfe^ concealment ; and when 
the wearer is walking or otherwife in motion, it is none at all. They call this purfe by the 
Dutch name of Jackall, the name of an animal of the fox kind common in that country, as it is 
almoft always prepared of the fkin of this creature, with the hairy fide turned outward. 

As another covering, which decency requires of the men, we ought perhaps to confider the 
two leather Araps, which generally hang from the bottom of the chine of the back down upon 
the tliighs J each of them being of the form of an Ifofceles triangle, with their points or upper 
ends ^ened to the belt juft mentioned, and with their bafcs, at ^rthelt three fingers broad, 
hanging carclefsly down. Thefe flraps have very little drefling bellowed upon them, fo that 
they make fomewhat of a rattling as the Hottentot runs along; and probably by Buuiing him, 
fcrve to produce an agreeable coolneft. The only and real intention, however, of this part of 
their drefs, is faid to be to clofe a artain orifice when they fit down. They are at that time 
likewife brouglit forwards, fo as to cover the little flap above dcfcrjbed ; for, faid they to m^ 
thefe parts fhould hy no means be imcovered when one fits, efpecially at meals, Nevcrthelels, I 
obfo^cd them fotqetimes neglect this decent cuftom. 

Among the Hottentots, as well as in all probability among the reft of Mankind difperfed 
pver the whole globe, we mull acknowledge the fzir fex to be the moft modell ; for the flunales 
of this nation, cover themfelves much more fcrupuloufly than the men. They feldom content 
themfelves with one covering but almofl always have two, and very often thre«. Thefe are 
made of a prepared and well-greafed fkin, and arc fattened about their bodies with a thong, almoft 
like the aprons of our ladies. The outermofl is always the largefl, meafuring from about fix 
inches to afoot over. This is likewifegOKrallythefinell and moft fhowy, and frequently adorned 
with glafs beads fbung in different figures, in a maimer that Ihows, even among the unpolifhed 
Hottentots, the fuperior neatnefs of the fair fex in works of ornament, as well as their powen 
(^ invention and their difpofition to fet oflT their perfons to the beft advanti^. 

The 
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ing to the company, called the Tyger Hock, where we flayed ^77- 
all night. In the morning we proceeded to the eaftward, » — -— ^i 

The outcrmoft apron, which is chiefly intended for fhow and parade, reaches about half way 
down the thighs. The middle <Hie is about a third, or one half lefs, and is laid by them to be 
neceffary by way of referve, and as an additional entrenchment of modcAy, wlien their gala- 
garment is laid afide. The third, or innermoft, which is fcarcely larger than one's hand, is faid 
to be ufeful at certain periods, which are much lefs troublefome to the &ir fex here than in 
Europe. All thefe aprons, however, even to that which is decorated with beads, arc not lefs 
befmeared and greafy than their bodies. 

In fine, the garment worn by the Hottentots for covering their bodies is a Ihccp-flcin, with 
the wo<rfly fide turned inwards ; this pcllille, or elfc a cloak made of fomc fmaller ftir, is tied 
forwards over the bread. When the weather is not cold, they let it hang loofc over their (houlders 
in a carelefe manner, when it reaches down to the calves of tlie legs, leaving the lower part of the 
legs and thighs bare ; but in rainy and cold weather they wrap it round them; fo that the fore 
part of the body likcwife, is in fome meafure cova%d with it as far as below the knees. 

As one flieep-fkin alone is not fufficient for tliis purpofc, there is a piece fcwcd, or rather lalten- 
ed on with a thong, fincw or ca^t, to the top of each fide. In warmer weather they wear this 
cloak fometimes with the hairy fide outwards, but in that cafe they oftner take it off entirely and 
carry it on their arms. In general, the Hottentots do not burden themfelvcs with a great many 
changes of their cloaks or KrolTes, (as they call them in broken Dutch) but are content with one 
which ferves them at the fame time for clothing and bedding ; and in this they lie on the bare 
ground, drawing thcmfdves up in a heap fo clofe, efpecially when tlie weather is cold, that this 
Krob (as tiiey call it) or Karofs, is quite fufficient to cover them. 

The cloak, or Karofs, which is ufcd by the women for the fame purpofe, does not differ 
from thofe ufed by the men in any other refpeiSl, than that the women have a long peak to thdr 
Karoflcs, which they turn up, forming with it a hood or little pouch, with the hairy fide inwards. 
In this they carry their little children, to which they now and then throw the bread over their 
(houlders, a pra^ice that likewife prevails with Ibme other nations. 

The men in general wear no peculiar covering on tlieir heads. I fcarce remember to have 
feen above two, that had a cap made of greafed (kin, the fiir of which had been taken off in the 
preparation. Thofe who live neared to the colonids, fancy the European hats, wearing them 
ilouched all round, or elfe with one fide turned up. 

The women in like manner frequently go bare-headed. When they cover their heads, it is 
with a cap in the form of a fliort troncated cone. It is made without any fcam, of the fedgment 
of fome animal's fiomach, and is as black as foot mixed up with fat can make it. Thefe are 
frequently fo prepared, as to look as if they were diaggy, and others again to refemble velvet, 
and upon the whole make a tolerably handfome appearance. 

Over this cap they Ibmetimes wear another ornament, confiding of an oval wreath, or, if 
the reader pleafes, a crown made of a buffalo's hide, with the brown hair upwards. This is 
about four fingers in height, a.^d furrounds the liead fo as to reach a little way dovm upon the 

forehead. 
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'777* through a flat country covered with grafs, having the rivef 
*— -y-*-' Zondereynd* on our left hand. In the afternoon we faw fe- 

• Endlds River. 

forehead, and the Cime depth in the neck behind, without covering the upper part of the cap 
above defcribcd. Both tht- rims of this wreath, as well as the lower one on which it rcfts, as the 
upper one, are always Anootli and even, and eacli of them fet with a row of fmall (hells, of the 
Cyprca kind, to the number of more than thirty, in fuch a manner, that being placed quite 
clofe to each other, their beautiful white enamel, together with their mouths, is turned out- 
wards. Between thcfe two rows of /hells run one or two more in a parallel line, or elfe waved 
or Indented in various fancies. Jt may eafily be imagined, what a pretty effeift thefe (hells Iiave, 
projedUng from the brown fur of the buffalo's (kio, and at tlie fame time, with what additional 
inarms a grcafy Hottentot dame appears in one of tliefe caps and wreaths, nhich> however, is to 
the full as greafyas herfelf. 

The ears of the Hottaitots arc never adorned with any pendant or other omament hanging 
from them, any more than thu nofe, as they both arc among other favages ; this latter, however, 
is fometimes, by way of greater flatcj marked with a black ftrcak of foot, or, more rarely indeed, 
with a large fpoc of red-lead ; of which latter, on high days and holidays, they likewife put a 
little on th Jr cheeks. 

The Jiecks of the men arc bare, but fhofe of the women are decorated with what Is, in 
^heir opinion, a great ornament. It confifts of a thong of undreiTed leather, upon which are 
ftrung eight or ten (hells. Appearing coUedivcIy in the form of a necklace, they certainly 
adorn the greafy part they are hung upon, though perhaps not in proportion to the price ^t which 
ihey are obtained i for thefe (hells arecommonlyfoldfor not lefsthan.a (heep a piece, asitisfaid 
ihey are to be had.no where e^fe than on the mod didant coad of Cai!ria. 

Auqther ornament in ufe with both fexes, is rings on their arms and legs. Mod of tbefe 
rings are made of thick leather dr^s, generally cut in a circular Ihape, which by being beat and 
held over the fire, are rendered tough enough to retain the curvature that is given them. It i« 
thefe rings that have -given rife to the ahnod univ^IaUy ijeceived notion, that tlie Honentots 
ynrap guts qboiU thor l^g^ in order to eat thei^ occaliona%. The men wear from one to live or 
£x of tbelecings on their arms, juft above the wrid, but feldom any on their legs. Tli,e ma- 
trons of a higher rank frequently have a confiderable number of them both on their arms and 
Jegs, ofpet;ially op the latter, fo that they arc covered with them from the feet up to their knees, 
^hefe rings arc of vftrious thicknellec, viz. fometimes to that of a gooferquill, and fometimes 
^wo or three times that fize. Now and then they are made of pieces of leather, forming one en- 
tire ring, fo that the arms and feet mud be put through them when the wearer wilhcs to pot 
them on. Upon the legs they are drung on, fmall and great, one with another, without any 
{peculiar nicety ; and are fo much larger thin the l^s, as to (hake off and get twiiledj vthm the 
wearer walks or is otherwife in motion. 

It 
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Yeral herds of Bonta Bocks and Zebras*; and in many places q^^ 
the track of lions. In the afternoon we crofled die Breed ^-^-^^ 

It may ea%' be imagined, that 'diefe rings give the good Hotteatot tnatrons a world a£ 
ttovkltf as well in the wear as in the preparation ; and at the fiune time are not a little clumfy and 
ponderous, not to mention ieveral other incxmveniencies, Butfuch is the peculiar turn of man. 
Jtind, that from the Hottentot, asunconflrained as rude in his manners, to thofe nations which 
carry the arts and fciences to the higheft degree of perfeAicHi, people are univerially apt to fall 
into fuch modes of drets, as are not only ufelefi^ but likewiTe in a great meafure impribn their 
limbs and bodies. 

Rings of iron or copper, but efpecially of braTs, of the fize of a goofe-quill, are conGdered as 
genteelcr or more valuable than thoTe made of leather. They arc^ hoifevcr, fometjmes worn 
along with thefe latter, to the number of fix or eight at a time, particularly on the arms. The 
girls are not allowed to ufe any rings, till they are marriageable. A traveller, that was pafltng 
ifaroi^h the djftriA of Zwellendam, endeavoured toaflail the chaftity of a Hottentot girl, about 
fixtflen or feventeen years of age, but in every other rcfpefl quite a woman ; it is faid, however, 
ihe r^fed his prefents and offers, principally for this realbn, that the old people in her Craal 
■had not yet inveftcd her with the privilege of wearing rings. Whether this fame law p^e^'aiIs in 
©very Craal, I cannot pretend to fay j but it does not feem extremely probable to m^ that the 
girls in every craal are fo obedient to the laws. 

The Hottentots feldom wear any ihoes. (Thofc that are in ufe with the Hottentots here- 
ibouti, as well as a gr^at many more of their countrymen, are of the ibrm reprefented by Mr. 
Sparrman.) The fame are worn likewife by moft of the African peafants, and, as I have fince 
heard, by the Efthonians and Livonians, and alfo by fome Finlandcrs ; (b that I cannot layicS' 
■certan, whether they are the invention of the Hottentots, or brought to them by the Dutch, 

The 

* Mr. Pennant dcfcribcs it, " With a (hort ereft mane. The head, and body are fbiped 
■downwards with lines of brown, on a pale buff ground : the legs and thighs fbiped croHways. 
Tail like that of an afs, furnifhed with long hairs at the end. Size of a common mule. 

Thb inoft elegant of quadrupeds : inhabits from Congo and Angola, acrofs Africa, to Abj'f- 
{inia, and fouthward as low as the Cape. Inhabits the plains, but on fight of men, run into 
the woods and (h&ppear. Are gregarious, vicious, untameable, ufelefs : vaftly fwift : is c^ed by 
the Portuguefe, Burro di Matta, or wild afs. 

The Quacha is fhiped like the former on the head and body ; but with fewer lines. The 
Aankt Ipotted j tlie rump plain ; the ground color sf the head, neck, body and rump, a bright 
bay : the bdly,' thighs and legs white, and free from all marks. 

Tliis fpccics has hitherto been fuppofed to have been the female of the zebra ; but latA" ob- 
servations prove that the male and female zebra are marked alike. This differs likewire in 
being thicker and (bonger made, and in being more trafiablei for inflance, one had been fo ht 
Isokien as to dnw in a cart." 

D 
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dJloJer ^^^^^"^j ^ Broad River, where there is a punt or ferry.. Here 
^-^•^ the river Zondereynd joins the Broad River, which, winding 

The leather of whieh ihefc (hoes is made is undreflfed, with the hairy fide outwards ; and un- 
dergoes no other preparation, than that of being beat and moiftencd. If it be of a thick or 
fiout fort, as for example, of bufialoe's hide, it is befldes kept fomc hours in cow-dung, bjr 
which means it is rendered very foft and pliable. Afterwards fome kind of greafe is made 
ufe of for the iame purpofe. The ihoes are then made of this leather in the following manner : 
they take a piece of leather of a refiangular form, fomething longer and broader than the foot 
of the perfon for whom the (hoes are intended. The two foremoA comers are doubled up to- 
gether, and fewed down, fo as to cover the forepart of the foot. This feam may be avoided, 
and the Ihoes may be made much neater at the toes, by fitting immediately over them a cap- 
taken from the membrane in the knee joint of the hind leg of fome animal. Now, ia order 
to make this piece of ikin or leather rife up to the height of an inch on both fides of the foo^ 
and dofe it in neatly, it is pierced with holes at fmall diftances all round the edge, as hi as the 
hind-quarters, and through thefe holes is pailed a tliong, by which the rim is drawn up intO' 
gathers ; farther, in ocder to make flrong hind-quarters, the backpart of the piece of leather 
is doubled inwards, and thca raifed up and prcfled along the heel. The ends of the thong, oc 
^thering- firing, are then threaded on both fides through the upper edge of the hind-quarters, 
to the height of about two inches ; they arc then carried forwards, in order to be drawn. 
dux)iu;h two of the above-mentioned holes on the infide of each rim. They are then tied over 
the inflep, or, if it be thought neceflary to tie the fhoe foU lafVcr, tliey are carried crofiways. 
over the inAep, and fo downwards under the tbcmg. which comesout from the hind-quarters,, 
then upwards again over the ankle, and even round the leg ttfelf, if the wearer chufes. 

Shoes of this kind arc certainly not without their advantages. They fit as neat upon, the foot 
as a flocking, and at the fame time preferve their form. They are eafily kept foft and pliable,, 
by conflantly wearing them. Should they at any time grow rather hard above the edge, this is 
eafily temedied by beating them and greafing them a little. They are extremely light and cool^ 
by reafon that they do not cover To much of the foot as a common fhoe does. They wear very. 
well, as they are without any feam, and the foles, or rather bottoms of the fhoes, are both 
tough and yielding.^ As flioes of the common tanned leather are burnt up, as it were, and are 
apt to flide about in the fcorching African £uids, and at the fame time arc eafily torn in a flony- 
and rocky foil, thefe field fhoes, as they are called, made of almofl raw leather, are much more 
durable. Thefe may be likewife had at a much inferior price, as the leather ufcd in the making 
of them is entirely undrefTed j and a man can make himfelf a pair of diem in the fpace of an 
hour or two. Some advantage cfpecially with regard to ceconomy, would, in my opinion,, 
accrue, if the ufe of thefe fhocs was, in fome meafure, introduced amongH us, particularly ia 
fummer-time. To feilws they, would feem, as being very li^it, to be particularly ufeful. I 
have brought home with me a pair of them, that I wotc in my expedition into the country, that 
they may ferve for a model, in caTc any tx^y fhould be inclined to have a pair made hy way of 

making 
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to the fouthward, empties itfelf by tKe Pott Berg in Strugs* ^p7 
Bay ; and foon after, crofling the ferry, we arrived at Zwel- ^— v- 



• Oftrich. 

nuldi^ i trial of them. Whatever is uTeful, whether it comes from Paris or the country of 
the Hottentots, alike deferves our attention and imitation. 

The Hottentots who live in thefe parts, or within the boundaries of the Dutch colonies, fel- 
dnn make uli: of any weapons. Here and there, indeed, a man will fumith htmfelf with a 
javelin, by way of defence againft the wolves : this is called a Haflagai. 

Their habitations are as their drefs, and equally adopted to the wandering paftoral life they 
lead in thofe parts. In fad, they fcarcely merit any other name than that of huts ; though 
perhaps, as fpacious and eligible as the teats and dwelling-places were of the patoarcbs of old, 
atleall they are fuflicient for the Hottentot's wants and detires j who may therefore be confider- 
«d as a happy man, in being able in this point likewife fo calily to fatisfy them. The great 
limplidty of them is, perhaps, the reafen, why in a Hottentot craal, or village, tlie huts are all 
built exactly alike ; and that one meets there with a fpedes of architeifturc, that does not a little 
CDimibnte to keep envy from infmuating itfelf under thar roofs. In fe£i, the equality of 
fortune and happineTs in fome meafure enjoyed by thefe people, cannot but have a lingular 
effeft in preventing their breafts from being diflurbed by this baneful pallion. 

Every hut is difpofed in the following manner. Some of them are ef a circular, and others of 
an oblong fhape, refembling a round bee-hive or a vault. The ground-plot is from eighteen to 
twenty-four feet in diameter. The bigheft of them are fo low, that even in the center of the 
arch, . it is fcarcely ever poffible for a middle-fized man to ftand upright. But neither the low- 
oefs of the hut, nor that of the door, which is barely three feet high, can perliaps be confidered 
as any inconvenience to a Hottentot, who finds no difficulty in Hooping and crawling on all 
fours, and who is at any time more inclined to lie down than fland. 

The fire place it in the middle of each hut, by whidi means the walls are not fo much 
expofed to danger fi'om fire. From this fituation of their fire-place, the Hottentots likewife 
have this additional advantage, that when they lit or lie in a circle round the fire, the whole 
company equally enjoys the benefit of its warmth. 

The door, low as it is, is the only place that lets in the day-light; and, at the fame time 
dwonly outlet that is left for the finoke. The Hottentot, inured to it from his infancy, fees 
it hover round him, without feeling the leaft inconvenience arifing from it to his eyes : while, 
rolled up like a hedgehog, and wrapped up fnug in his Ikin, he lies at the bottom of tus hu^ 
quite at his cafe in the midll of his cloud, excepting that he is now and then obliged to peep 
out from beneath his ftieep-fkin in order to flir the fire, or perhaps to light his pipe, or clfe 
lometimes to turn the Aeak he is broiling over the coals. 

The materials for thefe huts are by no means ditficult to be procured ; and the manner of 
putting tliem t<^ether being both neat and inartificial, merits commendation in a Hottentot, 
axid it very fuitable tp his chara.^. The frame of this arched Foof, as I have defcribed it 

above. 
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Q^^ lenden, wluch is the refidence of a Lend Droft, or cKief 
V-*-*-* juftice. It is iituated xmder the chain o£ mountains which, 
begin near the bay Alagoa, their diredion weft north-weft* 
The climate in this country differs much from that at the 
Cape ; for it is feldom that the fouth-eaft winds blow hard ;!. 
but there are often ftorms from the north-weft. This being 
the time when the boors* meet for exercifmg, we remained 
here a few days ; during which time I made feveral excurfionff 
along the mount^ns and through the woods. At this time 
veiyfewof the arboreous plants were in flower, fo that I could 

* Fannen^ 

abov^ is compded of (lender rods or Iprays oi trees. Thaft rods, bong pwr'tQaOy bent int9 
a prtq>er iorvoj are laid, either wh<dc or pieced, tome parsdld with each other, others croflwife ; 
Aey are ftrengthened,. by biiuhi^ otho^ round diem to- a circular form with withies. Thefe 
withies, zs weB as the rods themlelves, »e taken, » weU as I can recollei£t, chiefly from, 
the Cliffortia Conoides, which grows plentifully in this eouMiy near the rivers. Large nut* 
are then laid very neatly over this lattice-work, fo as petfe£Uy to cover the whole. The aperture 
which is left for the door is clofedi wbeoewr there is oocafi<Mi for it, with, a Ikin fitted to tt^ 
w a piece of matting. Thefe mat3 are orade of a kind (^ c»e or reed. The reed^ betng 
laid parallel to each othei^ are filftcned together with linews or catgut, or elfe fome kind of 
packdiread, fuch as they have had an opportunity o£ procuiii^ from the Europeans. They 
have it, tfierefiwe, in their power, to make their mats as long they chufe, and at the £ime time 
as broad as the tengtli of the ru(h will admit of, vis. from fix to ten feet. This fame kind 
of matting is now made ufe of likewile by the colonics, next to the tilts of their vraggon% 
by way of preventing the M-cloth from being rubbed and worn by them, as well as (^ aSiSb- 
ing to keep out the rain. 

When a Hottentot has a mind to take his Koufe down and remove his dwdlin^ he lays alf 
his mats, fkins, and fprays on the backs of his cattle, whkh to a Granger makes a mwillrous^ 
unwieldy, and, indeed, ridiculous a[q)carance. 

The order or di<lribution of thefe huts in a craal or clan, is nuA frequently in tlie fonn of a 
circle with the doors inwards j by this means a kind of yard or court is fomftd, where the cattle i» 
kept on nights. The milk, as foon as taken from the cow, is put to other milk which is curdlei^ 
and is kept in a leather £ick j of this the hairy fide, being confidered as the cleanlier, is turned 
inwards : fo that the milk is never drank while it is Tweet. In certain northern diftrifis, liich 
as Ro^eveld, or Bokkeveld, where the land is, as it is callet^ Canow, or dty and pardied, 
■the HotcentotSj as v eH as the colonifis^ are fhepher cfc." 
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not prefefve any perfeS fpecimtns. The Piper Cbrdifolia 
U vety common in the woods. I found fome beautifiil fpeci- w 
mens of the ■ Helenidas and Phylicas. The whole country 
affords good pafture for cattle, and produces plenty of com 
and wine : the foil is a hard yellowifli clay intermixed with 
rotten rocks. 

We left Zwellendam on the twentieth^ and direSed out 
courfe abotit eaft north-eaft, towards the Reed Valley. About 
four in the afternoon we croffed the Bufialye Agte* Rivier, fo 
called fix>m its being formerly a noted place for hunting buf- 
faloes ; but they feUotn make their appearance at prefent in 
this part of the country. Here the river winds Vo the fouth- 
ward, and joins the Breed Rivier. Towards the evening we 
loft our road, and with fome difficulty got to the Reed Valley. 
This place belbngs to the Dutch company, and is eraplbyed 
for breedihg cattle; rtioft of their draught oxert are reared 
here : it alfo produces wood. It is diftant from Zwellendam 
about twelve miles, and from the Cape one hundred and 
twenty. Here we overtook our waggon, which was fo much 
injured by the journey, that we were neceffarily detained a 
few days in order to repair it. During our ftay,- 1 adi&d much 
to my colkaion, and amufed myfelf by joining in the chafe of 
the Bonta Bocks, which are found in this place in great num-^ 
bers, as well as of the Capra Dorcas of Liraiseus, and the 
Equus Zebra. The Reed Valley likewife produces great 
plenty of wild fowl, fiich as partridges of feveral kinds. 

• Agte> to hunt. 
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•We ftaid here with the hofpitable Mr. Tunyirs, the compa- 
I ny's overfeer, till the twenty-fifth, and proceeded to the farm 
of Mr. Jacob Van Renan, which is the moft beautifiil of any 
I ever faw in this country ; and, from the induftry and ingenu- 
ityof Mr. Van Renan, I am well convinced, it will be brought 
to produce every tliii^ as good as at the Cape. 

Dn the twenty-fixth, we proceeded to <3root Faders Bofch, 
or tjrand Fathers Wood, where we were obliged to flop for 
a few hours on account of the rain. We fent our waggon 
the beft road to the Plata Kloaf, and went a nearer way our- 
felves, which, however, was fo very flippery that we could 
not poffibly ride. We croffed the Doven* Hocks Rivier, and 
late in the evenii^ came to a former's houfe, fituated clofe to 
the pafs, or Kloaf. This diftriS is called the Land of Egypt, 
and apparently contains about thirteen farms, which are dif- 
perfed at the diftance of from four to fix miles from each 
other : here we were regaled with excellent fruit, particularly 
oranges, and fome European fruits. Our waggon not arriving 
detained us till the twenty-eighth, which gave me an oppor- 
tunity of examining the country, where I found many curious 
plants. I obferved, that in confequence of the rams, the 
white ants (with which the whole country abounds) were all 
out, and with wings. Several of the Hottentots, and flaves, 
were coUefiing thefe infeSs, which I found, upon inquiry, 
were intended for food. Prejudice, indeed, alone has prevented 
the Europeans from making a fimilar ufe of them ; for, in my 

. • Pigeon-houfc Riv^cr. 
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different journeys in this country, I have fometimes been qH^^ 
under the neceffity of ufing them as food, and found them ' — '—^ 
far from difagreeable. Thefe infers are very particularly de- 
fcribed by the late Mr. Smeathman, under the name of Termites. 
Great differences are obferved in the white ants, according to 
the foil and climate in which they are found. In the Eaffi 
Indies they prove extremely deftruSive to the wood ; but at 
the Cape they are never known to injure any vegetable fub- 
ftance, except the grafs in thofe places where they moft abound." 
It is not by devouring the grafs that they occafion its deftruc- 
tion, but by railing a number of hills which impede the pro- 
grefs of vegetation. In my obfervations on India, I ihall 
mention them more particularly. We now proceeded to leave 
this uncommonly delightM and fertile territory, extending 
along the fouth fide of the range of mountains, and terminating 
near the Krome* Rivier, to enter into a country which is, per- 
hap, one of the moft barren in the world. This is called, the 
Channa Land ; and derives its name from a fpecies of Mezem- 
bryanthimum, which is called Channa by the natives, and is 
exceedingly efteemed among them. They make ufe of it both, 
in chewing and in fmoaking ; when mixed with the Dacka 
is very intoxicating, and which appeared to be of that fpecies of 
hemp which is ufed in the Eaft Indies by the name of Bang. 

We were fupplied on the morning we fet out with frefli 
oxen, to take our waggon over the mountain, which proved 
fo rugged, that our waggon overfet ; but it received no dam^e. 

• Crooked River, 
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o'ito- Upen. reaching the fummit of the movmtain, we were ptefented 
■V-v-rJ on the fouth with a view of the fea, and the beautifiil country 

»we had lately left ; and on the north we few the Channa Land 
and Karo. After the heat of the day had abated, we direQed 

•our courfe eaft nprth-eaft, through a very rugged country, 
leaving the large chain of mountains on our right hand ; and, 
at tlie diftance of about forty miles, we obferved another chain 
on our left;. Though this country has a very barren appear- 
ance, yet it abounds with plants, fuch as the Euphorbium, 
Craffula, the Mezembryanthimum, and many fpecies of Gera- 
nium. The climate differs much from that of the oppofite 
fide of the mountains ; it feldom rains here, except in the 
fummer, when it is accompanied by thunder. The foil is of 
a yellow loam, intermt^d with fragments of rotten rocks, Iq 
the evening we came to a place, called Klip Rivier, or Rocky 
River, where we remained all night ; and in the morning pur- 
.chafed a ftieep, whiclx coft us fix Dutch fliillings, equal to three 
Englifh. We purfued our journey eaftward, and at three in 
the afternoon came to a peafant's houfe. The pe<^le, ^m fee- 
ing us, went away, as they were not accuftomed to ftrangers j 
and it was with fome difficulty that Captain Goidon could per- 
fuade them to return to their own habitation. He informed 
them, that we were come froin the Cape, and the next village 
being too far diftant, requefted the favour of fuffering us to 
remain there for tlie pight : this they granted ; and, notwith- 
ftanding their former ftiynefs, behaved to us with the greateft 
hofpitality. 

Early in the morning, of the thirtieth, we proceeded eaft 
half north, through an extremely rugged path ; and, about one 
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in the afternoon came to the Great River, where we dined ''7^ 

■ /• • October, 

under the ftielter of a Mimofa. After dinner we crofled the ' — ■ — ' 
river, and towards the evening came to a fecond, called Tfu- 
nice Cama by the Hottentots ; and by the Dutch, Gouds 
Rivier, or Gold River, which has a foutherly direSion, and 
empties itfelf to the weftward of Catharina Bay in the Indian 
ocean. This river is dangerous for ftrangers to crofs, from the 
number of large pools which formerly had been inhabited by 
the Hippopotamus Amphibius, though thefe an'unals have now 
deferted their ancient refidence, and are feldom met with in this 
place. We continued travelling in the night through a coun- 
try of which both of us were totally ignorant, till about one 
o'clock in the morning, when obferving no figns of inhabitants, 
we agreed to reft till morning at the fide of a fmall brook, 
which we found to be Slang Rivier, or Snake River. In the 
courfe of this day we travelled about forty miles. 

On the thirty-firft, we direfled our courfe eafterly, through 
a barren country, which afibrded lefs appearance of vegetation 
than any we had hitherto feen. In the afternoon we came to 
a foiall eftablifliment, fituated under the Atquas Kloaf, on a 
narrow brook, named the Saffton River, where we refted all 
night ; and next day we received frelh oxen, and direfied our 
courfe north north-eaft, towards the Elephants River. At 
noon we arrived at a place called Poverty, fituated on the 
fame river, where we refted during the heat of the day. In 
the afternoon we crofled it at a place where it is about half a 
mile broad. The banks of this, as well as of moft other rivers 
in this country, are covered with a fpecies of Mimofa, and 

£ 
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■777- different ^>ecies of Rhus. We condnued ovir journey tiB late 
>— .-~) in the evening, when our waggon overturned, from a lH;eci- 
pke upwards of fifty feet high, which compelled us to remain 
till day-light. A draughtfinan of Captain Gordon's, who was 
in the w^gon, had his thigh much brnlfed ; but was not fo 
much injured as might have been expeSed from fuch a fall. 
We left our b^gage lying at the fixjt of the prec^e till the 
following day ; and obferving a houfe on the oppofite fide of 
Ae river, we agreed to ftay there the remaining part of the 
Bight. At day-l^ht we examined our wa^on, and found! 
every thing perfeSly fafe. The whole of this country j» ex- 
tremely barren, except a few farms which are fituated on finaff 
fireams of water, and produce corn, though not in great 
abundance. This uncommcn degree rf fterility mull be prin- 
cipally afcribed to the want of water ; for the fupply of which 
the inhabitants whoUy depend upon the rain ; there being 
very few natural fprings, and the water which tliefe afford is 
in general very brackiih. 

We began the month of November, by direfting our courfe 
eaft by fouth, and at eleven came to the houfe of an European, 
where we refted all day. Here I made fome addition to my 
eolleSion of plants, wWch continued in tolerable order. 

From this place our courfe was eafterly, during the whole 
of the next day, leaving the Comnaffia* Berg on our right 
hand, and the Swart Berg on our left. We found here fbme hot 

* A ffccies of Rhui, 
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h^&s, to which we were <]ire£ted by obfirving two fonien „ "^^^ 
miJdng ulie of them : one of the men had been bit hf a fiiake, ^— ^--j 
and v»s confidetabty recovered, though his leg remained mudi 
iirelled, and could not bear any &dgue. Thefe baths ate im- 
pr^nated with a large quantity of inxi ; and all dong die 
mountains are very thick firatas of that ore. The thermometer 
lofe in the diiferent baths, firom one hundred and five to one 
hundred and eight. In the afternoon we purfued our journey, 
the Comnaflia Berg bearing nordi-wefl: by north to {buth-eaft by 
ibuth, and ending fouth-wefl by fouth, about two leagues from 
the baths. We found here many Oflriches and Koedoes, one 
of the latter we Ihot ; but, being on our journey, we had no 
time to make any ufeful observations upon it. Theie animals 
are about the fize, or rather larger than our deer, and of a 
jnoute colour, with three white ftripes over the hade : the 
male has very large twilled horns ; but the female has none : 
their flefli is good for food. In the evening we arrived at a 
place called by the Hottentots, Tfiraeko, or Oftrich Leg, 
Bread is unknown to the people in this part of the country, 
who chiefly fubfift on flelh and milk : they are of a very hof- 
pitable difpofition, and very happy to fee Grangers. In diis 
place I found fome very beauti&l fpecies of Polygahe and Ge- 
rania, &c. 

On the third, we were fupplied with a team of frefli catde ; 
and, after travelling the whole day, towards the evening, we 
obferved frefli traces of lions, which excited both our attention 
and vigilance. Captain Gordon and I rode before the waggon, 
with our guns loaded, left we fliould be aflaulted by thefe fe- 
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NoSber ''°<^'°'^^ animals. About midnigKt we came to a lake of bracki/H 
'*— — ' water, where we agreed to remain till morning. We fecured 
our catde in the ufual manner of the country, by tying them 
round the waggon, and making fires on the outCde all round 
us, to prevent an attack fiom the wild beafts. This bufinefs 
was no fooner performed, and our little caravan left to the 
enjoyment of fafety, than we were furprifed by a noife of 
fplafliing in the water, as if fomething were coming towards 
us. Captmn Gordon fiippofed it to announce the ^proach of 
wild beafls ; and indeed we had nothing elfe to expeS, as this 
country abounds with them, and particularly i^th lions. After 
fome time pafled in great anxiety, we at length found the 
noife proceeded from a calf which had ftrayed from a herd of 
cattle belonging to an European who lived about eight miles 
diftant from this place. Being now relieved from our fears, 
we endeavoured to get fome reft ; but pafled the remaindei: of 
the n^ht very difagreeably, from a heavy ftorm of thunder 
and %htning, which was attended with much rain. 

Early in the morning we proceeded on our journey through 
' an extenfive plain, called the Beer* Valley ; and about nine in 
the morning we came to fome miferable huts in the ftile of 
the Hottentots. Here we found an old German, who had at- 
tached himfelf to one of the Hottentot tribes, and had reCded 
•with them for about twenty years. His garment was compofed 
of flieeps {kins, fimilar to thofe which are worn by the nai- 
tives ; and his method of living was tlie fame. This man 
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told me, that every three or four years he went to the Cape „ '777- 
with a few cattle for fale, and with the produce of his goods 1^ — »— ' 
purchafed powder, lead, and trinkets for his Hottentots. This 
place abounds with lions more than any other of the inhabited 
parts of this country. The old German (whofe name was 
Nuwenhoufen) had fliot feveral before we arrived; feme of 
which we law of a very large fize. 

As I was not in a good ftate of health, and my coUealon 
much increafed, I determined to part with my friend Captain 
Gordon, who proceeded on towards the Snew Berg, or Snow 
Mountain, and I remained a few days for the recovery of my 
health. The good old German furnilhed me with a hut during 
my ftay, and behaved with great hofpitality. On the eleventh) 
I took leave of my hoft, and returned to Tfimeko, where I 
met with Mr. Lyfter, furveyor from the Cape, with other 
gentlemen, who were making a furvey of that country for the 
government, which they extended to the Great Fiih River 
that divides the Caffres from the Hottentots. I added conC- 
derably to my coUealon at this place, and made fome ftay 
for the purpofe of examining the mountains, which feemed 
covered with many uncommon plants ; though there is great 
danger of travelling on account of wild beafts, as well as of 
the Bolhmens*, who often come down, waiting an opportu- 

* The Bolhicfmen, fays Mr. Sparrman, " particularly fuch as live round about Camdebo and 
Sneeuwberi;, are fworn enemies to the paftoral life. Some of tlieir maxims are, to live, on 
jiunting and plimder, and never to keep any animal alive for the fpace of one night. By thi« 
Cleans they render themfclves odious to the reA of mankind, and are purfued and exterminated 
jikc die wild healb, whofe manners they Iiavc alTunied. Othen of thetn again are kept alive, 

and 
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»777- nity .^f plundering the inhalritants of tbeir CftttJe, In on^ of 
\^-v^ lay «xcur{ions I fell in mdi a party of theOs fivages ; bm tbejr 

^wdinadeflitvesof. TIi^vki^^"^*^ P^"^ '''""S wUoh, fbotout afaiaull t>ov, will 
fly to the diftance of two hundred pacu ; and wUI hit a marie with a tolerable degree of cer- 
.tainty, at the diftancc of fitly, or even a hundred paces. From this ^tftance ibejr can by Aeakfa, 
as jt were, conrey death to the ^methiyjbunt for foo^ » well a> to their ibss, .aodevealote 
.:lar;ge and tremendous a beall as the lioa : this aoble aa'unal thus faUing by a weapon which, 
perhaps, it dcfpifed, or even did not take notice of. The Hottentot, in the laeM) time, con- 
cealed and lafi: in his ambufh, is abfolutcly certain of the tqicration of his poifon, which he 
.alw^s felg^ of the moll virulcot kind; and it is laid, he has only to wait a few minutes, ia 
order to fee the wild beaft lang;ui(h and die. 

I menticned that their bows were&ull> they are, ia&nSt, lucdlya fazdloog, bdngat the 
jame time fcarcely of the thickneTs of an inch in the middle, and very much pointed at both 
.ends. What kind of wood they are made of I cannot fay, b»t k does n«t leeaa to be of a re- 
markably eJjtftic nature. The Aiingst^&e bows that liaw weremade fcuncof tbuBoffinew^ 
others of a kind of hemfi, or the ioner bark of fome v^tabl^ and moll of them are made ia 
a very fiovenly manner ; which Ihows, diat thefe archers depend more on the poilbn of the 
weapons, thao on any ixftOnA ia the formation »f theo^ or aoy other peife^ion in them. 

Thdr arrows ate a foot and a half long. They arc made of a reed one foot in lengtl^ 
ffhich, at the hafe, or the end that receives Ate bow.^ring, has a notch of a proper fize to te 
it. Jh& above ^s notch there is a jmat in tbe reed, about which ftrii^ made of Grcwb are 
wound, in order to ftrengthen it. The other end of the reed armed with a highly polifhed 
.bone, five or fix .inches ]<hi£. At the djllance ef an inch or two from the tip of this bone, a 
piece of a quill is bound on very &ft with fioews. This is done, in order diat tbe anraw fluU 
.not be ealiJy drawn out <^ the flelh ; and thus there may be fo much the longer time for tbe 
jKiifon, which is fprcad on of a diick nailfteDce IHu that of an cxtraA, to be diOblved, arid 
infe£t the wound. 

It is not common, however, fcH* an arrow to be headed in the manner above-menticMied, 
•with a pointed bone only ; this Utter being ufually cut off fquarc at tite top, and a thin trian- 
gular piece of iroa fixed into it As the bone has no cavity whatever, I do not profcTs to know 
what animal it is taken from. In the (late in which it is feen, as it makes pact of the arrow, it 
is of a dark brown colour, full of fmall grooves and ribs, and does ^ot appear ever to have beca 
.as wlute as ivory j though, for one of the arrows which I brou^ with me, it would lean as 
if ivCHy had been really made ufe of. Hence we may conclude, that on fuch anows as are 
beaded with ireo, the bone is employed chiefly for ^ving this weapon a kind of weight and 
poife ; and likewii^ that thefe arrows coll tbe Hottentots a great deal of laboui:. 

Their quivo^ are two feet Img and four iochet in diameter. If one may form ai^ condu- 
flon &om thoTe I have fcen, and from two that I have brot^lu home with me, they are made 
of a branch <^ a tree hollowed out ; ot, flill mwe probable, of the bark of one of thefe l»'anches 
taken off whole andeatiit^ the bottom and cover to which are composed of katber. On the 

out£do 
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behaved very well, only making %ns for tobacco, irhlcb I w- 
gave them ; and they in return offered me feme honey wluch ^— ^^-^ 

outfide it 19 bodiubed with att unfiniow matter^ that poms hard when dry. ' Both the quivers 
I brought with me, are lined about the aperture with a (bpent's (kin ; and, as I was told, with 
the fkin of the yellow ferpent, which is conlidered as the mod vcnemous of any in that country- . 
Befides a dozen of arrows, every quiver contains a lender hone of fand-flone for whetting the 
iron head upon, and a brulh for laying on the poifon, together with a few wooden flicks, dif- 
fering in thkkneis, but all of the fame length with the arrows. For what ufe they are de- 
nned, I am oitirsl/ ignorant. The poiibn is tAjea from feveral difierent kinds of ferpents, . 
the more venanous the better ; whether their am>ws are to be employed- againft their foes, or 
are only defigned for flKxfting game ; for, as I have obferved before, tlie Hottentots know very . 
'well, that taken intemally it is quite harmle^. 

The dwelluigs of thde foes to a pafloral life are generaHy not more ^^teaUe, (bin their ' 
maxims and manners. Like the wild beafts, bathes and difts in rocks by turns ferve them in-- 
Acad of houle»i and fom* of them are MA to be fo % worfe than beifls,' that that foil ha» - 
been found dole to their habitations. A great -many of them are entirely naked ; but fuch a» 
have been able to pn>cure the IkiAof any foit ofatumal, great wfinall, cover their bodies with,' 
it from the (iKraldtfs downwards as £»- as it wiU reach, wearing it till it fidia off their backs In . 
rags. As ignwant of agricuttore as apes and monkies, like them they aro obliged to wander - 
about over hills and dales afr^ certain wild roots, berries and plants, (which they eat raw) ia ■ 
order to fuftain a lifo that this mtliirid^ fooi voidd foon extir^fuilh and deftroy, were they ufed > 
fo bettei; fere. 

Their taUe, however, is fometimes compoled of feveral other dlAies, among whioh nay be 
reckoned the ]arvx of infe^bi, or thofe kind of cater^IIars from whioh butterflies art generated ; 
and in like manner a fort of white ants, (fhe termee) gralhoppers, fhakes, and fooie fort of Ri- 
ders. With alt thcfo changes of diet, the BothicfmaA- is neverthdefs frequently in want, and 
to fuch a degree, as to wafte ahnoft to a Ihadow. It 'was with no-fmall aftoniSiment, that I 
for the firA time &w in Lange Kloof a lad belonging to this racfl of men, witb his face, arms> 
leg) artd body To monflroally fmall and withered, Hat I co^dnot have been induced to fiippofo 
but that he had been brou^ to that flate by the fererthat was q»idcmk in thofe pons, had I not 
feen him at the lame time run like a lapwmg. It required but a fon weeks to bring one of thcfe 
flarvdings to a thriving ftate, and even to make him lat; then- flomachs being ftrong enough to 
digefr the great quantity of food with which they are crammed, as they may rather be fiid to 
bolt than eat ; it fomctimcs happens, indeed, that they cannot long retain what they have taken 
in ; but this drcumflaoce, it is faid, does not tundtf them from beginning agahi upon a freTh fcore. 

The capture of flaves from among this race of men is by no means a difficult matter, and it 
cSe^ted in the followitig manner. Several farmers, that are in want of (ervants, join together, 
and take a journey to that part of the country where the Boflliefmen live. Tliey themlelves, as 
well as their Lego-Hottentots, or elfc fuch BoOuefmen as have been caught fome time befor^ 
and have been trained up to fidelity in thdr- fervice, endeavour to fpy out where the wild Bolhicf- 

inen 
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NoV^^ber '^^y ^^^ colIeQied in the mountains ; they were armed with 

*-■-» -^ bows and arrows, and the captain who was with them had a 

Haflagai or ipear in liis hand, and heavy ivory rings on his 

right arm- On my return to the farmer's houfe, I found them 

to be of the tribe of Chonacquas. 

On the evening of the twenty-third, one of the fen'ants 
informed us, that he had feen a hon before fun-fet, about a 
thoufand yards from the houfe. Expefting a \afit from him 

men have their haunts. This is bed dtfcovered fay the fmoke of their fires. They are found 
in focicties from tea to fifty and a hundred, reck!bning great and fmall tc^ethcr. Notwithfland* 
ing this, the burners vdll venture on a dark night to (et upon them with fix or eight people, 
which they contrive to do, by previouHy ftationing theinTelves at fomc ditlance round about the 
Craal. They then give the alarm by firii^ a gun or two. By this means there is fuch a con- 
ftematiwi fpread over the whole body of thefe favi^es, that it is only the moft bold and intelli- 
gent among them, who have the courage to brcalt through the circle and Aeal off. Thefe the 
captors are glad enough to get rid of at fo cafy a rate, thofe that are llupid, timorous, and llrucic 
with amazement, and who, in confequencc of this fhipor, allow thcmfelves to be taktn and 
■carried into bondage, anrwering their purpofe much better. They are, however, at firll, treated 
l^ gentle methods ; diat is, tJic vi<3ors intermix the fairell promifes with their threats^ and en- 
deavour, if pofliblc, to (hoot fome of the larger kinds of game for thdr prifoners, fuch as bufTa-i 
loes, lea-cows, and the like. Such ag^eable baits, together with a little tobacco, foon induce 
them, foatinually cockered and feaAed as they are, to go with a tolerable d^ee of chcarfulnefa 
to the ookmiA's place of abode. There thcfc luxurious feaftt of meat and fat are exchanged 
for mote moderate portions, confiding for the moll part of butter-milk, frumenty, and haily- 
puddii^ Tltis diet, neverthelefs, makes the fioduefman fat, as I bid before, in a few weeks. 
Howevei^ be foon finds his good living embittered by the maundering and grunbling of his 
mader and midrefi. The words T'guzeri and T'gaunatfi, which, perhaps, are bed trandatcd 
by thofe of Youi^ Sorceror and Imp, are expreffions which he muft frequently put up with, and 
fometimes a few curies and blows into the bargain ; and this for negle^i remiiSicfs or idlcnefs : 
which lad Allure, if it cannot be k\d to be bom with him, is however in a manner naturalifed 
in him. So ^t, both by nature and cudom, dcteding all manner of labour, and now, from 
his greater corpulency, becoming dill more Hothful, and havit^ bciides been ufed to a wandering 
life, {a\qe£t to no control, he mod fcnfibly feels the want of his liberty. No wonder then, that 
he generally endeavours to regain it by making his efcape : but what is really a fubjcii for won, 
der is, that, when one of thefe poor devils runs away from his lervice, ch* more properly bond- 
age, he never takes with turn any ;htng that does pot belong to hitn<" 
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in the night, every preparation was made for defence ; but ., "777- 

• • *- 1 ,* • 1 . 1 November. 

next morning we were mformed of its having been at a houfe ^->— 1 
belonging to an old woman, about four miles diAant, and that 
it had deftroyed fome of her cattle. I went to the place, and 
we fet a fpring gun in the path where we obferved it had 
palled : on the night of the twenty-fifth we heard the report 
of the gun, and next morning found the animal dead. It 
proved to be a lionefs, and not very large ; the dimenfions 
were, 

Feet. Inches. 
The length, from the nofe to the point of the tail, 8 94 
Ktto, of the head, - . . . i m 

Ditto, of the tail, - . ... 3 
Ditto, from the neck to the tail, - - 4 1 1 1 

Height before, - - ..38 

Lei^h of the foot from the claw to the heel, 8 

Ditto, of the claw ftretched out, - - - 3{ 

Length of the ears, - - - - yj 

Of the tulks, - - r - i 

Diftance between the eyes, - - - 6 

Circumference ofthe head between the eyes and ears, 2 41 

On the third of December, I made an excurfion to one of 
the moft agreeable places, in point of fituatlon and fertility, 
that I had yet feen in Africa. It is fituate at the fource of 
the Elephants River ; it produces plenty of corn with the 
leaft cultivation imaginable. After the river lias overflowed 
the banks, the natives fow the grain ; and the climate is fo 
favourable, that it is always ripe here a month fooner than at 
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'Tn- the Cape. It alio produces good fruit, fuch as Oranges, Figs, 
<— y—j' Mulberries, Peaches, Apricots, Almonds, &c. This place is 
called the Good Hope. 

From the Good Hope, I direSed my courfe fouth-Weft, and 
palTed the hot baths. On the tenth I faw a number of Oftriches, 
with which animal this country abounds. After a very fati- 
guing march, I arrived at the houfe of one Folkenhager, where 
I refted till the thirteenth, when two peafants came up who 
were on their way to the Cape ; they offered me a place in 
their waggon, which I thankftdly accepted, my horfe being 
quite tired with the heavy roads I had already pafled. We 
continued our jotamey along the banks of the Elephants 
River ; and on the feventeenth arrived at the Atquas Kloaf, 
where we refted the eighteenth ; and here I colleiSed many 
different forts of plants, particularly Aloes and Mezembryan- 
thimums. 

The Atquas Kloaf, which we paffed on the nineteenth, is a 
very rugged path ; but afforded me great variety of plants. 
On the twentieth, we reached a place called the Sure Flafta, 
when I parted with my fellow travellers, and proceeded to- 
wards the Hottniqua Land, in order to examine the extenfive 
woods upon the range of mountains which we had juft palled. 
At night I came to the houfe of Mr. Bota, a very obliging 
man, who furnilhed me with a guide the next morning j and, 
at the clofe of that day's journey, I found myfelf by the White 
Elfe River ; which takes its name from a tree called, by the 
Dutch, White Elfe. 
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On the twenty-fecond, I adventured into the woods with a „ 'm- 

/* 1 1 I- 1 1 November. 

young man of the houfe where I lodged : we took with us > — • — ' 
fome dogs, expefting to meet Tigers. The woods are very 
thick, and produce fome of the talleft trees I ever beheld ; at 
the very tops of which were a variety of party-coloured birds, 
particularly the Tarakoo, and many other Ijnall ones of equal 
beauty. The mountains are extremely fteep, and many of 
the moft (lately trees grow out of the naked ftrata of the 
rocks. I found in this wood, as in all others of that coun- 
try, great abundance of the Piper Cordifolia, and the trees 
moft of them new. Thefe woods have their beginning to the 
north of Moffel Bay, and extend about one hundred and 
twenty miles to the eaft, endii^ at a place called the Sitfi- 
camma. Between the woods and the Indian ocean, lies an 
extcnfive plain well inhabited by Europeans, who traffic moftly 
in wood which they bring in planks to the Cape. Though 
this plain is covered with grafs, yet it is fo unwholefome for 
cattle that very few can be kept. It produces corn and wine, 
though of a very inferior fort. 

As the country &om this to the Cape is well known and 
defcribed in both Mr. Mafon's and Dr. Sparrman's narratives, 
any farther account of it would be orJy repeating what has 
already been publiftied by thefe two gentlemen. I returned 
to the Cape the fame road that I travelled with Captain Gor- 
don, and arrived on the thirteenth of January, one thoufand 
feven hundred and eighty-eight, at the Cape Town. 
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SECOND JOURNEY. 

Tyger Berg—Stillen Bofch—TbeErfi Rivier—Pa/s Hottentot Holland's Kkaf 
— Come to the river Zondereynd: the impraBicabiUty of croffing tt— Re- 
main here for feveral days — Vift Catbarina Bay — Proceed towards the 
Groena KIoaf—Tbe mountains covered 'with ftwa> — In confequence of the 
weatber we return to the eajiwardy and crofs the Plata Kkaf into the 
Channa Land — Arrive at a hot bath — Country abounding wttb heafis tf 
prey — Mr. Van Renan and the author Iqfe the waggon — "Travel through 
the Karo j advancing towards the Coud Bokke Veld — Wbitfon Berg — Un- 
lucky River — Arrive at a brackijb fountain — Vi^ two of the boors that live 
in the Karo during the feafon in -which the mountains are covered with 
fnow — Objervations on a difeafe among the Jheep in this country — Account 
of a woman who had been bitten ^ a fimke— Arrive at Rhinoceros Bofih 
with difficulty— Get up the Rogge Veld Berg : foil and climate — Some ob- 
jervations refpeSing the highlands in this country—Herds of pachas — 
Borders of the country inhabited by the Bojhmen — Vift the Hentum — Dif- 
order among the borfes peculiar to this country — The Anyrilas Dijlicbaj 
poifonous and fatal to homed cattle — Obfervations on the fudden change of 
the climate at the Hentum Berg — Proceed towards the Bokke Land Bergen: 
the foil and produ0ions — Proceed towards the Great River — Arrive -at the 
Great Thorn River : much frequented by Lions — Pafi a place called the 
Lion's Den — The water very bad in this country. — Come to Black Thorn 
River — The Small Nimiqua Land — Arrive at the Green River, where we 
meet with fome Nimiqua Hottentots : fame account of their manners and 
cu/loms — Afcend a Jleep mountain : obferve the Atlantic ocean to the weft- 
ward abotit thirty miles — Arrive at the Coufcy or Sand River — An account 

. of the Aloe Dichotoma — Pafs the Copper Berg — Meet fome of the BoJJ:'- 
men : their way of living — Mnter a Jandy defart plain j ivhere we have 
great difficulty in croffing — Much dijirejfed for want ofprovifom — Seme ac- 

■ count of the Great River — The mountains and produBtons of that count ly — 
The,poifons ufed ^ the Hottentots — Difagreeahkftuation. of Mr. Fan Renan 
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in crojjing the river — Hottentots eat locujts — Account of the quadrupeds that 
cbiefiy inhabit this part of the country — Mr, Van R^nan kills a Camelopar~ 
dalis ; the greateji part ofisihich is carried off by the Lions — Some account 
of the fudden overfowing of the river, and the great beat of the climate — 
Shoot an Hippopotamus : fame account of the manner in which the natives 
eatcb tbeje animals — Zebras Fountain — Difficulties in crojjing a fandy plain 
Send for ajjijlance — Arrival at the Brack Fountain — SmaU Copper Berg 
Fountain — Vift the copper mines — Camis Berg, the fummer refdence if 
mojl of the boors in the Nimiqua Land — Proceed to Cafpers Kkaf and 
thence towards the Bokke Veld — Intention of crojjing the country from the 
• Bokke Veld to Caffraria — Reafonsfor not being able to perform that journey — 

Fift part of the Bojhmeni Land— Arrive at the Elephants River — Continue 
our journey to the Hser Lodfeiment — Picquet Berg — Arrive at the Berg 
River ; thence proceed to the Ca^ Towjs — Arrive 2otb November 1778. 



ff*' AFTER remamlng four months at the Cape, I fet out, 

i— > — ' x\. >■' May, upon a fecond journey into the country. In 

this excurfion I was accompanied by a young gentleman, who, 

though an inhabitant of the Cape Town, was poffeffed of 

feveral farms in the interior parts of the country. 



In the morning of the twenty-fecond of May, we left Ronda 
Bofcliie, a houfe belonging to my companion's father, from 
whom I had always experienced the utmoft friendfhip during my 
refidence in this country. We proceeded through a large fandy 
plain to the Tyger Berg, where we dined. The country had 
at this time a very bufy appearance, as the farmers were all 
engaged in plowing, and fowing their grain. In the after- 
noon we continued our journey to the fouth-eaft ; and that 
night refted at the houfe of a Mr. Cluta, near Stillen Bofch. 
On the twenty-third, we proceeded to the Erft Rivier, and 
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made a fhort excvufion to the Stillen Bofch Mountains, where W'- 

. . May. 

I colleded many beautifal plants, particularly Ericas and Oxa- ^—••■J 
lias, with which the whole &ce of the country was beautifully 
decorated. The land b, in this part, uncommonly fertile, 
producing plenty of corn and wine, and all the fruits which are 
found at the Cape. 

The next day we direSed our courfe eaft fouth-eaft, to the 
Hottentot Holland's Kloaf, where there is a fteep path acrofs 
the large ch^n of mountains (mentioned in my firft journey) 
which begin at Cape Falfe, and continue in a north-weft direc- 
tion, fending out feveral branches into the interior parts of the 
country. Thefe mountains are often covered with fiiow durbg 
the winter months : this being the begimiing of that feafon, I 
was in hopes of difcovering many plants which might endure 
our chmate, and be rendered ufeftil : this defire was a princi- 
pal motive for my fetting out at this time, when travelling is 
attended with peculiar danger, from the fudden fwelling of the 
rivers. In the afternoon we reached Knoflick Kraals Rivier, 
which was impaflable till the twenty-fixth, when we left this 
place, and proceeded to the warm bath, which is about fixty 
miles from the Cape. 

We continued our journey to the Tyger Hock, and hunted 
a {pecies of antelope called Bonta Bock, which we killed. On 
our route we met with two peafants, who had travelled from 
a great diftance, and were on their way to die Cape. They 
informed us that, the country they had parted was parched 
up for want of r^n ; and that it was with great difficulty they- 
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J77»- could procure water for their cattle, tliougk in this part tlie 
*— >— ' rivers were fo fwoln as to be impaffable. 

■On the twentj'-eighth, we direSed our courfe eaftward ; 
but the inclemency of tlie weather obliged us to ftop at the 
firft lioufe we could find ; which was about eight miles from 
the Tyger Hock, where we flayed all night, and the next day 
advanced towards the Breed Rivier, where it is joined by 
the river Zondereynd ; but were compelled to ftop, from the 
imprafticability of eroding the river. We were not the only 
travellers who were detained from the fame caufe ; many wag- 
gons were ftalioned on the oppofite fide, which had been there 
for fome days, waiting till the water Ihould fubfide. There 
is a ferry at this place, but it is of no ufe when the river is 
rapid. The man, who had the charge of the ferry, was an old 
German, and had hved between the two rivers for many 
years. He very kindly propofed to get us acrofs the river 
Zondereynd ; and offered us the ufe of his houfe till the 
river became palTable for the waggon. We left the Hottentots 
to take care of the baggage, and thankfiiUy accepted of his 
offer. Durmg our flay here, the thermometer was often at 
forty degrees, with much rain and fleet ; and the mountains 
were covered with fhow. By the eighth of June, we crofled 
with great difficulty, and proceeded to Zwellendam, where we 
flayed all night. 

We proceeded firom Zwellendam to Buf&lye Agte Rivier, 
where I remained fbme days at the houfe of Mr. Van Renan, 
and added greatly to l»y botanicd coUeftion. 
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Mr. Van Renan ftmuftied us trith a team of frefli oxen, !?''• 
and accompanied us himfelf, on the fixteenth, to the mouth >■— »— Jl 
of the Gouds Rivier. I wfited Catharina Bay, which is about 
two hundred and eighty miles from the Cape. The bay is 
wide, and opens from the fea, weft by north ; which expofes 
fliips very much to the fouth-eaft winds. About twelve years 
before, a French fliip was loft in this bay. The adjacent coun- 
try is rather barren, and unfavourable to ftiips wluch put in 
for refreftunent, being very thinly inhabited. Finding but 
few plants in flower, we returned to the houfe of Mr. Van 
Renan, to confider of the beft route to be taken ; at length 
we agreed to pafs the large chain of mountains to the weft- 
ward, by a pafs called Groena Kloaf, which we were in- 
formed was the fafeft and moft agreeable road at that feafon. 

In confequence of this refolution, we direSed our courfe to 
the weftward, and on the twenty-feventh reached the houfe 
of one Jacobus Botta, a man of ninety years of age, a period 
feldom attained in this country ; where, though the people are 
in general very healthy while young, and the climate very 
favourable, they do not ufually enjoy a protrafted exiftence. 

On the twenty-eighth, we continued our route to the weft, 
along the chain of mountains, which I mentioned as covered 
with fnow. We found the day exceedingly cold, with 
heavy rains, and a ftrong north-weft wind. The thermome- 
ter, at eight in the morning, was at forty-three degrees ; at 
noon, forty-feven ; at four in the afternoon, forty-four ; and 
G 
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]lm'. ^' ^'S''' "^ '^ evenii^, foitjr-two. At night yre came to 3 
»— ^ — ■> form on the Breed Rivier. 

The weather was fb bad on the twenty-nindi, diat we could 
not proceed ; but during the day I was able to make an exj- 
curfion towards the hills, where I found Ibme very curious 
plants. 

A gentlemauj who came from the weftward, advifed us not 
to proceed any farther in that direflion, as it would not be 
poffible to crofs the rivers for many days, the mountains being 
covered very deep with fnow ; the melting of which would 
keep them very high. The accounts he gave us were fb un- 
favourable, that I agreed to return and to crofs the mountains 
at another place to the eaftward, called Plata Kloaf, where we 
arrived on the eighth of July. 

We crofled the mountains with feme difficulty, on the 
tenth, and entered a country, (which I had occafion to notice 
in my firft journey) called Channa Land. From this place we 
proceeded to the weftward, and in the courfe of our day's 
journey I added greatly to my coUeflion of the Mezembryan- 
thimum tribe. In the evening we came to a hot bath, which 
appeared to be much the fame in its quaUties with thofe 
aheady mentioned ; only more temperate. The heat of the 
bath, by the thermometer, is one hundred and feven ; and 
where it fprings out of the rock, one hundred and ten. We 
flayed here a few days, and difpatched our waggon early in 
the morning of tlie thirteenth, having a very long day's jour- 
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»ey before us. About ten in the morning, we overtook our j^'" 
baggage, and were informed hj the driver, that two Lions '—■»—'. 
had pafled about an hour before. This part of the country 
abounds with beads of prey, which renders travelling ex- 
tremely dangerous. The ground is covered with fhrubs about 
four feet high, called by the natives Guerrie, a (pecies of 
Royena, which affords a covert fufficiently fhady to conceal 
Lions, Tigers, and the variety of animals -which ^rt, during 
the day, in the more uninhabited parts, and at night commit 
depredations on the adjacent &rms. The foil of this country is 
a loofe mouldy clay, fo little favourable to fertility, that though 
this was the heft feafon, there was fcarcely a blade of grafs to 
be feen. I found many fucculent plants in flower ; and alfo 
a fpecies of the Geranium Spinofum, which I had never feen 
before. 

After a very hard day's journey, we arrived on the thir- 
teenth at a ftream of water, where we refted the remaining 
part of the night. We had much rain, with loud claps of 
thunder. The thermometer, at eight in the evening, was at 
forty-feven degrees. 

The next morning, finding a Hottentot Kraal about two 
miles off, I hired one of the inhabitants as a guide ; for the 
whole of our party were entirely unacquainted with tUs part • 
of the country. My companion, Mr. Van Renan, and myfelf, 
left the waggon, and purfued a diflferent direSion, in order to 
fee as much of the country as poflible, and to coUeS plants. 
About four in the afternoon, we thought it was time to look 
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»778- after the waggon. We travelled till nine, through a very wild 
w— . — J country, inhaUted only by beafts, without difcovering the ob- 
jeft of our fearch. I then afcended the hills, in hopes of 
difcerning a fire on fome of the adjacent heights ; which is 
the ufual fignal made by travellers in Africa when they are 
loft, or fepaxated from their companions. Our labours were, 
however, ftill unfuccefsfiil, fo that we agreed to remain, till 
day-light, at the fide of a Cnall fountmn ; though we were 
fer fi:om be'mg in either an agreeable or fefe fituation, having 
no fire-arms, and no poffibility of lighting a fire. Kumbers, 
of Hyenas howled about us the whole night ; and in the 
morning, we found that a large Tiger had been within ten 
yards of us. The thermometer was down at thirty-nine, and 
the mountains were covered with fnow. 

The following day we proceeded in fearch of our people, 
whom we difcovered about noon. We refted a few hours, 
and in the afternoon continued our journey, about fix miles to 
the weftward, where we flayed all night. Our oxen and horfes 
were fattened to the waggon, and fires were, as ufual, made 
around us. 

We next direded our courfe through a dry banen coun- 
try, and, in the morning, came to a miferable hovel belon^g 
to an European, where we flayed all night. Next day we 
proceeded through what the Dutch call Karo, which is a 
very extenfive plain, interfperfed with fmall fiicculent and 
fiiiitefcent plants. This defcription may be applicable to many 
parts of Afirica ; particularly thofe which are fituated to the 
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north of the Cape. We travelled all this day without finding '7?'- 
a drop of water ; and in the evening arrived at a houfe called >■ — •— * 
the Staait, which is pleaiantly fituated on the banks of a 
finall river. Here we amufed ourfelves with ftiooting wild 
ducks, and a fpecies of Reed-'hens, which we found in great 
plenty ; and fo little accuftomed to purfuit, that they were not 
in any degree fhy. 

On the nineteenth, we proceeded along the Verkered Val- 
ley ; which is thus denominated, from the river which courfes. 
through it taking a direSion different from that of any other 
in this country. At the time we were there it was quite ftill. 
We were now advancing towards the Coud Bokke Veld, or 
the Cold Country of Antelopes ; the mountains of which were 
covered with fnow ; which frequently remains upoii their 
fummits till the month of November. 

On the twentieth, we arrived at a houfe fituated on the 
north-eaft fide of the Whitibn Berg, or White HIH, where we 
remained all night. The people informed us of the danger 
of croffing the Great Karo, not only from its being a defart 
country, but alfo from parties of the Bofhmen Hottentots, who 
were at war with the Dutch ; and were often lurking about to 
fall in with Europeans. They gave us inftances of perfons 
having been wounded by their poifoned arrows ; and that they 
were very feldom cured. Notwithftanding their good advice, 
we determmed to crofs the country, keeping as much on our 
guard as poffible. On the twenty-firft, we direflred our courfe 
north ; and in the evening took up our lodgings on the fide 
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'U*- of a Cnall ftream of water, called Thorn River ; which takef 
'— ' — ' its name from a ipecies of Mimofa that grows on its banks. 

I made an excurfion, in the morning, throngK the country. 
In fearch of plants ; and in the afternoon jo'med the waggon. 
In the evening we found water at a place, called Porde Berg, 
or Horfe Mountain, where we refted all night. The next 
morning we obferved a fire about half a mile from us, which 
we imagined had been lighted by a party of wild Hottentots. 
My companion and I agreed, however, to fee who they were ; 
and found them to be the fervants of a Dutchman, who hved 
near the Cape. They had a large flock of Iheep under their 
charge. We found them fo well acquainted with the country, 
that I hired one of them as a guide. We then continued our 
joumey about twenty miles, and at night arrived at Unlucky 
River ; fo called, from a man's having been devoured, fomc 
years ago, on its banks, by a Lion. 

On the twenty-fourth, -our road lay through a dry fandy 
country, with a very naked appearance. The hills were com- 
pofed of horizontal firatas of a foft mouldering kind of ftone. 
At noon we were informed by a pea&nt, who was on his way 
to the Cape, that if we did not proceed on our joumey with 
all poflible expedition, we ihould not be able to come to any 
place where tliere was water. And that travelling at night 
was dangerous, from the number of Lions which inhabited 
that part of the country. After a very fatiguing march we 
arrived at a brackifti founts, where we refted all night. 
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The following day we continiied our route to the north'- W'- 
■ward, through much the feme kind of barren foil we had pafled <—<—' 
on the day preceding. Wherever we palfed, we obferved the 
frelh print of Lions and Tigers ; and early next morning Mn 
Van Rehan &w a Lion within fifty yards of him ;- which we 
afterwards went in purfuit of ; but the track brought us to a 
clump of thick thorny fhrubs,. which prevented, us fiom pro* 
ceeding farther. 

On the twenty-feventh, we vifited two of the boors who re* 
fide in the Karo during the time when the fnow lies upon the 
Ro^e Veld Mountains. This praSice is not, however, gene^ 
ral, feveral of them remain in their habitations, expofed to all 
the inclemencies of tlie weather. The- principal caufe of the 
migrations from the mountains to the Karo, k a want of fire«- 
wood, which is very fcarce on thefe heights. Thofe of them 
that remain, in general, employ their fervants, before the win- 
ter begins, in carrying wood from the bottom of the mountain, 
which is certainly a very laborious taJk, There are feme to 
whom thefe temporary removals are far from appearing a great 
evil. Indeed, feveral of the inhabitants of this diftrift are fo 
much in the habit of changing their abode, that- rather than 
undergo the trouble of making a proper provifion for this 
dreary feafon, they would travel for many miles. As this de- 
fart part of the country is inhabited only during a ftiort part 
of the year, very few houfes are to be found in it. Moft of 
the inhabitants live in huts fimilar to tliofe of the Hottentots ; 
fome dwell in the tent that covers their waggon ; and, even 
in this fituation, the boors have the appearance of being the 
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'7J'- happieft of all human beings. When a ftranger vifits them, 
1 — •'— ' he is treated with the greateft hofpitality ; and every thing 
they have is at his command. This, in general, is the cafe 
throughout the whole country. We proceeded on our jour- 
ney this day only about ten miles ; and in the evenmg came 
to a very mean cottage under the mountain. The inhabitant! 
were poflefled of a very large herd of cattle, particularly iheep ; 
but at this feafon many die of a difeafe, which they term, the 
Burning Sicknefs, in which they lofe moft of their hair. At 
this place is a paflage over the mountain ; but there was now 
no poffibllity of croiEi^ it ; we, therefore, proceeded to the 
weftward, by the direiftion of the boors, where they affured us 
we fliould find a much better pafs. At night we came to a 
fmall ftream of water, where we refted. Here I coUefted 
many curious plants of Geraniums, Ixias, Moraeas, Gladiolufes, 
&c. and alfo a moft beautiiul ipecies of Euphorbia. 

After leaving this place, we direSed our courfe north by 
weft, through a hilly country. On our way we faw feveral 
huts, which we fuppofed to belong to Hottentots ; but they 
proved fuch as I before defcribed, the winter refidence of the 
Dutch boors. At one of thefe huts was an European woman 
who had been wounded m the arm with a poifoned arrow. 
Great pains had been taken to cure her, but to no purpofe ; 
for at different periods of the year, an inflammation came on 
which was fucceeded by a partial mortification. She inframed 
me, that the wound was not long in heahng up; but that 
in two months afterwards there was a certainty of its break- 
ing out again ; and diis had been the cafe for many years. 
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At night we ,»rrived at a place called (Mive Bulli, where w6 1778- 
tefted. The man, to whom this place belonged, was the only u.-.-^ 
one, of a whole family, who efcaped from a party of the Bofti- 
men Hottentots. Thofe favages had attacked them a few years 
before, and put to death the mother, brother, and lifter of 
this perfon. 

On the thirtieth, we proceeded to the northward ; and, in 
the evening, came to a farm called Rhinoceros Bofch, from 
its having been much frequented by thefe animals fome years 
ago ; though very few are now found in this part of die coun- 
try. During the night we had much wind and rain ; and in 
the morning the thermometer had &llen to forty degrees. 

Purfuing our journey, north by weft, we had the Rc^ge 
Veld Berg on our right hand. On our way we met one of 
the inhabitants of the mountwi, who promifed to ailifi us with 
a team of frefti oxen to carry us to the fumimt, which was 
■very difficult of afcent. In the evening, we refted by the fide 
of the Rhinoceros River ; but as we had no fhdter from the 
inceflant hail and rain, and were unable to keep our fire light- 
ed, our fituation was extremely uncomfortable. In this condition 
we remained during the whole of the following day. 

On the fecond of Auguft, the promifed afliftance arrived m 
order to condud us up the mountain ; but it was with the ut- 
moft difficulty we could reach the fummit, the path was fo 
very fteep and rugged. At eight, in the morning, I found the 
thermometer at thirty degrees ; and the top of the mountmn 
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'778; fo wet, that our oxen and horfes went often up to their bellies 

Augufr. ^ ^ , 

«■ -.■ -> in the low ground. In the afternoon we came to the houfe 
of our friend, who had afforded us fo much aflifiance, where 
we flayed all night, and were hofpitably entertained. Though 
the foil appears to be very good here, yet it feldom produces 
any confiderable crop of grain. This proceeds not only from 
blights, which are very frequent here; but fcmetimes from 
heavy (bowers of hail, which break down the corn about the 
time that it is ready to be cut. The locufts alio are fetal ene- 
mies to all vegetation, and deftroy every thii^ in their courie, 
not fparing even the fruit trees. The foil of this moimtain is 
of a reddifh clay ; in many places containing a quantity of fc- 
line matter, fo as to be quite perceptible to the tafte. It is 
Jiecei&ry to obferve, that towards the interior parts of this 
country, or rather the centre of the penlnfula,' the country 
does not decline in a north-weft diredion, at leaft not in pro^ 
portion to the immenfe mountains which progreffively prefent 
tliemfelves to view: for inftance, though the afcent of the 
mountain called, the Rogge Veld, is not lefs than two thow- 
(and feet from the Karo, the defcent is not more than one 
thoufand, before we come to a fecond, which appears of equal 
height with the former. In the detail of my journey through 
this country, it is my intention to pay a particular regard to 
this circumftance. 

From this place we proceeded nearly north by weft, through 
a very hilly country. In the evening, of the third, we arrived 
at a miferable hut, which we found belonged to an European 
who lived with the Hottentots ; his name was Swertz. He 
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was not at home ; but as we could not advance any farther, for 5"'; 
want of water, we remained there during the night. The only v— -/— > 
thing we could procure at this place was milk, for which we 
gave the Hottentots fome tobacco. Early next morning, we 
travelled through a dry barren country which lies between the 
Rc^e Veld and Hentum. At noon we crofled the Rhino- 
ceros River, where we faw feveral large herds of Quachas ; 
and, in the evening, came to a very decent houfe, where we 
were well received. This houfe is fituated on the very bor- 
ders of the Boflimen's Land ; and is frequently attacked by 
that tribe of Hottentots. As we had undergone many incon" 
veniences for fome time before, from the feverity of the wea- 
ther, and the wane of ftielter in many places through which 
we had pafled, I determined to reft here a few days, and to 
viiit the Hentum and other countries adjoining. There is a 
very good houfe under, or rather near the foot of Hentum 
Berg, belonging to the father of my companion. The next 
morniiig I therefore proceeded thither, and left my oxen to 
reft, while I made fome Ihort excurfions. In this part of the 
country there are many thii^ worthy of obfervation. The 
horfes in this diflria are yearly attacked by a diforder, for 
which it is very difficult, if not impoffible, to account. Cer- 
tain it is, that the utmofl care, the feeding of them with corn, 
and keeping of them in flables, as much from the air as pof- 
fible, does not operate as a prefervative from this difeafe ; fo 
that thofe who have other farms near, remove their cattle till 
this feafon is paffed. Horned cattle are expofed to equal dan- 
ger from the Amaryllis DIfticha, or Poifon Bulb, with which 
the country is covered ; they are extremely fond of its leaves,- 
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which generally prove fatal. At this place I added much to 
' my coUeftion, particularly fome plants of the fhrub kind, now 
in flower on the top of the Hentum Mountain. This emi- 
nence is very lofty ; and, at the feafon when I vifited it, was 
covered with fiiow, frozen into a folid body of ice. I found 
a difference of thirty degrees between the thermometer here 
and in the vale below. In the Ihade it was down to twenty- 
fix. 

We proceeded, on the ninth, towards the Bokke Land, 
which it nearly weft by fbuth, ftom the Hentum; and, in 
two days, arrived at a place called the Tom, or Tower, which 
is a hill of a pyramidal figure, where we flayed all night. 

On the eleventh, we pafied the Baboons Hill ; the road 
was fo very bad, that it was with great difficulty we could 
keep the waggon upon its wheels. Here I colleded many 
beautifiil plants, which were quite new to me. This night 
we ftayed at a brackifti river ; and the following day were 
detuned till noon, having mifted our oxen. Here I vifited a 
Hottentot Kraal, which was about a milft diftant ; and, as I 
propofed travelling over the Small Nimiqua Land, I hired one 
of the Hottentots, who fpoke Dutch, as an interpreter. In 
the afternoon we continued our journey as &r as Thorn River, 
where are many Lions, fo that we were obliged to obferve the 
precautions of tying our oxen, and making fires. 

On the twelfth, we defcended the Bokke Veld Berg; 
which was fteep, but not very high, and came to a farm be- 



yGoosIe 



SECOND JOURNEY. J3 

longing to Mr. Van Renan. In this journey from the Han- ^J^ 
turn, we ftiortened our diftance from the Cape about fifty ' - -■- ->. 
miles. 

The following day we proceeded to the northern extremity 
of the mountain, which is quite level on this fide, and almoft 
perpendicular for more than two thoufand feet The foil is of 
a white fandy mold, intermixed with lai^e fragments of a fort 
of free-ftone. This part of the country produces very little 
corn : the pafture is efteemed good for cattle ; but, in the dry 
Icafon, they are much diftrefied for want of water. The peo- 
ple here behaved with the utmoft hofpitality ; and one rf 
them, Jacobus Ryke, accompanied me to the Great River. 

On the eighteenth, we accompanied our waggon in its de- 
fcent down the mountain, which was really fteep and dreadful. 
About ten in the morning we got intcf a low level country, 
covered with fucculent plants ; and the Geranium Spinofum in 
great abundance. This day we Ihot at feveral of a fpecies of 
Antelope, with long Iharp flrait horns, called Gems Bock,* 
and killed two. Thefe animals are among the largeft of the 

* *' It is defcribed with ilrait lletlder iiorns, neat Uitee ket long, annulated above half of 
thejt length ; the teft fmooth. Space between horn and horn at the points fourteen inches. 
At their bafe is a black fpot ; in the middle of the face anotlier ; a third falls from each eye to 
,tbe throat, united to that in the face by a lateral band of the fame colour : the nofe and reft of 
the face white. From the hind-part of the head, along the iieclt and top of the back, runs a 
narrow dufky line of hairs, longer than the reft, and Handing above them, dilating towards the 
rump. Sides of a light reddilh afti.colour ; the lower part bounded by a broad longitudinal 
dulky band, leaching to the breaft. 

Belly, rump, and legs white ; each leg marked below the knees with a dulky mark. TaH 
covered with long black hairs j from the rump to the end of the halts, two feet lix inches long. 

The 
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PJ^JL Antelope kind at the Cape ; and in general their flcfli is excd- 
>• — '—' lent food. This night we flept under a large Mimofa tree, and 
the next morning went forward to the northward. About nine 
we arrived at the Great Thorn River, where we refted a few 
hours during the heat of the fun. This river, as I before ob- 
ferved, is much frequented by Lions and other ferocious ani- 
mals ; yet, notwithftanding the number and the fiercenefs of 
thefe formidable creatures, there are very few inftances of peo- 
ple being devoured by them. In the afternoon we continued 
our journey through a level country, having the Bolhmens' 
Land, or Long Hill, on our right band, and the Karo Berg on 
the left. On our way we faw feveral Elks, Eyelands, &c. 
The country is in moft parts covered with a very curious fort 
of cubic iron ore. On digging down, I found the cubic ore 
formed in a fort of free-ftbne. In the evening we came to a 
place, called the Lion*s Den, or Lieur Coile ; this is a large 
hollow rock, where we found water juft fufEcient to fupply 
ourfelves and our cattle.- 

Early in the morning I made an excurfion to the weftward 
in fearch of plants, while my two companions, Mr. Van Renan 
and Jacobus Ryke, diredted their courfe to the northward in 
purfuit of game. At noon I returned to the Lion*s Den, and 
thence proceeded to the northward, direding my fervants to 
follow we with the waggon. After travelling about eight miles, 

The length of the fkin, which I examined, was above fix feet fix inches. 

Inhabits Syria, Arabia, Perfia, and India; ^gypt, j^ihiopia, and the Cape of Good Hope, 
where it is called Gcms-bocfc, or Chamois." Pennant, vol, I. p. 67. 

I may add, that it has rcmaricable long Iharp horns, and when attacked by dogs, wiU £t 
on its hind quarters and defend itfelf. Paterfon. 
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1 found my companions at a finall fountam, broiling fome white J^^^ 
ants, which we eat ; and indeed they are by no means difa- ^-r~J 
greeable. Sere I fovind a new Ixia, with a long fpike of 
crimfon flowers, I think it was one of the moft beautiful I had 
ever found t being rather apprehenfive of the Boflimen, we 
lighted no files ; but in the night we faw feveral to the call 
and north-eaft, wluch mk fuppofed were made by the natives. 

Next day we proceeded on our journey to- the north-wefl, 
through a deep fandy country. About noon we obferved a 
habitation a Uttle to the eaftward, and found .that it belonged 
to an European, who lived here during the winter feafbn : 
this place we caHed the Pickled Fountain, from the water be- 
ing fo bracklih that we could not drink it. In the afternoon 
we continued our journey to another fountain, called Brack 
Fountain. The water here was exceedingly brackifli, tliough 
much better than the firft. During the night we had much 
rain ; and next day found good water in the hollow rocks ; 
but I obferved that the water, by ftanding a few hours in tlie 
rocks, became fimilar in its qualities to that of the fountain. 

From this place we continued our journey tlirough a hilly 
country. Moft of the hills form large pyramids of loofe, red, 
fandy ftone. Here I found but few plants in flower, except 
of the fucculent kind. At noon, on the twenty-fecond, we 
came to the Hartebeeft Rivier, which was brackifli ; here we 
refted about two hours. In the afternoon we proceeded to 
the weftward, when we came to another houfe on the fame 
river, where we ftaycd all night. A little to the weftward 
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aSSi. **"5 "■'*'■ jo'ms another, called the Thom River. The foil is 
^ "'•-■' this part of the countiy is day. 

The next morning we dire£ted our couife to the northward, 
and in the forenoon came to the Black Thorn River ; which 
has its fource at the Camis Berg. This is one of the higheft 
mountains in this part of the country, and fupplies the greateft 
part of the Small Nimiqua Land with water in the fummer. 
At this river we flayed all day, having excellent pafture and 
good water for our cattle. 

The following day we conanued our journey north-weft, 
and entered the Small Nimiqua Land. The country is very 
mountainous. Moft of the bills are covered with the Aloe 
Dichotoma. In the afternoon we arrived under the Camis 
Berg, where we met with a pea&nt who had been fome miles 
to the northward, inquiring afler fome of his friends ; he was 
ton his way to the Cape. There being a good fupply of water 
at this place, we fefolved to continue here all jught ; and in 
the morning we direfted our courfe towards the weft ; and in 
our road pafled feveral dangerous precipices. At noon we 
refted, about an hour, by a fmall fiream of water. In the af- 
ternoon we proceeded in the fame dlreaion ; and in the even- 
ing came to a houfe belonging to a Dutchman, lituated on the 
banks of a pleafant river, called the Green River. Here we 
flayed all night. The Hottentots brought us milk, for which 
we gave them tobacco and Dacka, or hemp leaves, which they 
prefer even to tobacco. 
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Early on the morning of the twenty-feventh, we iallied "'''• 
forth towards the north, and afcended a fteep hill, where I >. — — » 
coUeSed many beautiful plants. At night we came to a 
Hottentot village, which confifted of nineteen huts, and 
about one hundred and fifiy inhabitants. The enfign of au- 
thority, which. is worn by their chief or captain, is a- cane with 
a brafs top, which is given to him by the Dutch- company. 
The Hottentots amufed us, part of the night, with their 
dancing ; while, in return, we treated them with tobacco and 
Dacka. Their mulic is produced from flutes made of the bark 
of trees of different fizes. The men form themfelves into 3 
circle, with their flutes, and the women dance round them, 
making a noife with their hands. In this manner tliey con- 
tinue to dance in parties during the whole night, and are 
relieved about every two hours. 

From this place, on the twenty-eighth, we direSed our 
courfe weflerly, after afcending a fteep mountain, where our 
waggon was much damaged. Here we had a view of the 
Atlantic ocean, about thirty miles to the weftward. At noon 
we came to a fountain, where were feveral Hottentot huts: 
this is called the Eye Fountain, by the natives, from one of 
them having had his eye ftruck out here in a quarrel with the 
others. The foil is clay. Intermixed with large round ftones. 
In this part of the country I coUeSed a variety of plants. In 
the evening we came to a finall ftream of water, where we 
flept. 
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^7?Jji The following day, we continued our journey north by weft, 
'--»—' through a mountainous country; and towards the evening 
came to a fmall fountain of brackilh water, £tuate under a 
naked rock of a conical figure, upwards of five hundred feet 
high. Here we remained till morning, and then proceeded 
north by eaft, after crofling a river, called the Coufie, or Sand 
River, where we found an European with his cattle, who lived 
here during the winter feafon. Thb man pofieiTed neither 
houfe nor hut, but lodged under the Ihelter of a large Aloe 
Dichotoma, which is a very common plant in thefe regions, 
I have meafured feveral which were twelve feet in circimifer- 
ence, and above twenty feet high ; and I have feen fome above 
four hundred feet round the extremity of the branches, which 
extend themfelves in the form of a crown. This plant is 
called the Koker Boem, or Qmver Tree ; and has its name 
from the ufe to which it is commonly applied by the natives. 
In the afternoon we continued our journey to the northward ; 
and in the evening came to the houfe of one Jan Vander Hi- 
ver, fituate on the Copper Berg Rivier, where we refted a 
few days, and were hofpitably entertained. I made feveral 
excurfions through the country, where I found a variety of 
plants ; among thefe was the Geranium Spinofum, with yellow 
flowers. The foil about this part is a red fand. 

At this place I fiimiftied myfelf with fome frelh oxen, part 
of mine being unferviceable. We next direSed our courfe 
north, tlirough a rugged countiy, in which we faw feveral of 
the natives at a diftance. In our way we pafled the Copper 
. Mountain, which was difcovered in the year fixteen hundred 
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and raghty-four, by CJovemor Vander Stell, but found great j^Sf^ 
fiarcitjr of wood and water. There is, at a litde diftance, a '—■■—' 
brackiih fountun which is frequently dry in the fummer. In 
the evening we arrived at a final! fountain, where we had 
hardly water enough to fufEce us and our cattle. We, how- 
ever, refolved to remain there all night, being informed that 
we were thirty miles diftant from the next water. 

We thence direSed our courfe north. About ten, in the 
morning, we faw feveral natives approaching, armed with 
bows and arrows, whom we fiippofed to be bufti Hottentots, 
and therefore thought it prudent to load our guns. They foon 
overtook us, and alked me for fome tobacco, which I wil- 
lingly gave them. One, who ipoke Dutch, told me, that they 
had no cattle, and that they lived upon roots and gums ; and 
fometimes feafted on an Antelope, which they occailonally 
Ihot with their poifoned arrows. Soon after one of the inha- 
bitants of the Nimiqua Land overtook us, and requefted I 
would accept of his company to the Great River. His nation 
being at war with the bufti Hottentots, he was rather afraid, as 
they frequently rob the Nimiquas of their cattle, and often 
kill the people. In the evening we came to a fmall fount^n, 
where we frayed all night, having travelled about thirty miles 
without meeting with a drop of water. 

The following morning we direfted our courfe north by 
eaft, throi^h a fendy plain ; and about funfet came to a brack- 
iih fountain, where we frayed all night. Next morning I made 
an excurfion to a high mountain, to the eaftward, where I 
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t V'btr ^"''^ many plants which were unknown to me, particularly 
>— > — J feveral new fpedes of Euphorbias, Hermannias, and Stapelias. 
I coUefted many feeds, and as many fpeclmens as I could pre- 
ferve. From the fummit of this mountain I had an extenfive 
view of the adjacent country to the north and eaft. At noon 
I returned to the waggon. 

In the afternoon we direSed our courfe northward, through 
a fandy plain, which we had much difficulty in croffing, the 
fand being fo deep that our cattle funk in it to their knees. 
Towards the evening, Mr. Van Renan and myfelf left the 
waggon, direfting our courfe northward in fearch of water ; 
and refolvednot to return till we found it. At night we came 
to the Great River, where we agreed to wait till the waggon 
arrived, our horfes being much fetigued. At this place was a 
kind of (hed, which had been built by an European who had 
lived fome time on the banks ; there being excellent pafture 
for cattle. We had been a whole day without tailing food ; 
fo that we were very glad to find a piece of rufty flelh of the 
Hippopotamus, a fpecies of diet which the Africans are very 
fond of. My companion eat very heartily of it ; as for my- 
felf, a very fmall portion fatisfied me. After this regale we 
endeavoured to fleep 4 but though we were much fatigued, we 
could get no reft for the cries of the Hippopotami, which 
are really frightftil. Next morning, our waggon not being 
arrived, we faddled our horfes and returned the fame way, 
fuppofing fome accident had happened to it. On our return 
■ve found the drivers had mifled the way, and gone more to 
the eaftward. We difcovered their track, and followed tliem 
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to anodier part of the river. When we arrived, all our Hot- jj,^^ 
tentots were huntii^ the Hippopotamus, having no provifion ' — • — ' 
in the waggon. They had hunted the whole day without fuc- 
cefs ; and one of them had been wounded by the animal ; but 
the ftream being rapid, had driven him off to the oppoiite 
fliote. We obferved feveral natives, to whom we made re- 
peated ligns ; but they did not feem to underftand us. 

On the feventh, we agreed to return the way we came, 
having had nothing to eat for the two preceding days, except 
fome wild prickly cucumbers, which grew here in abundance. 
Before we took leave of this place, I afked Mr. Van Renan to 
accompany me to a high hill about a league to the eaftward 
of us, which he readily agreed to. When arrived at the fum- 
mit, we faw a large herd of cattle about fix miles to the eaft- 
ward ; on which we immediately returned to the waggon with 
the glad tidings, and a Hottentot was difpatched to hring us a 
flieep or a bullock, whatever it fliould coft. Our mefienger 
returned in the evening with three flieep, and the Hottentots 
to whom they belonged, who flayed with us during the night. 
The river affumes a wefterly direSion in this part ; and I 
found it to be the fame that Captain Gordon had vifited the 
j'ear before, and had named the Orange River, in honour of 
tlie Prince of Orange. On both fides of tlie river are large 
trees, peculiar to this country, fuch as Mimofa of different 
ferts ; Salices, and a great variety of ftuubby plants. The 
mountains have, upon the whole, a barren appearance, being 
in general naked rocks ; though they are in fome places 
adorned by a variety of fucculent plants ; and in particular 
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sJtImter Eufjiorbia, which grows to the height' of fifteen feet, and 
>— > — J fupplies the Hottentots with an ingredient for poifoning their 
arrows. Their method of making this pernicious nuxture, it 
by firft taking the juice extraSed from the Euphorbia, and a 
kind of caterpillar peculiar to another plant, which has much 
the appearance of a ipecies of Rhus, though I could find none 
in flower. They mix the aaimid and vegetable mattra-, and 
after drying it, they point their arrows with this compofition, 
which is fuppofed to be the moft effedusd poifon of the whole 
country. The Euphorbia itfelf is alfo ufed for dus ptirpofe, 
by throwing the branches into fountains of water frequented 
by wild beafts, which after drinking the water thus poifoned, 
feldom get a thoufand yards fi-om the brinlf of the fountain 
before they fall down and expire. This praSice of poifoning 
the water, proves an additional danger to travellers who are 
unacquainted with the circumftance ; though the natives ge- 
nerally ufe the precaution of leading off the water which is to 
be poifoned to a finall drain, and covering up the principal 
fountain. 

We next direfted our courfe eafterly, along the banks of 
the river, where I added much to my coUeSion. In our pro- 
grefs we faw a variety of the mott beautifiil Birds I ever be- 
held ; and numbers of wild Apes and Elephants. 

The day following, I propofed crofling the tiver with feveral 
of the Hottentots who were fwimmers. We invented a finall 
float, which confifted of three pieces of dry wood, on which 
we tranfported our guns and clothes. After fwinuning about 
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half an hovir, we gained the oppofite ftiore, where we wovmded cJ^^Sm 
an Hippopotamus. At noon I made an excurfion along the >■-» — < 
mottntains, wWch were fo naked that fcarcely a plant was to 
be feen. Some of thefe mountains confift of a fpeaes of 
quartz, others of iron, and feveral ftrata of copper ore. Along 
the banks of the river I found many pebbles of hard agate. 
In the eveiung we returned to the waggon, much fetigued. 
The wind being eafterly, had driven us above a thoufand 
yards down the river. I flayed here feveral days, fearching 
the whole country for plants, and ftiot many beautiful birds, 
with which I was before unacquainted. 

On the fifteenth, whilft we were in this fituation, my com- 
panion, Mr. Van Renan, very narrowly efcaped with his hfe. 
In croifing the river, accompanied by four Hottentots, the 
whole party was attacked and purfued by two Hippopotami. 
They had, however, the good fortune to get upon a rock in 
the middle of the river, and their guns being loaded they 
killed one of thefe animals ; the other fwam to the oppofite 
fide. Mr. Van Renan's intention was to go to the northward, 
being informed that the Camelopardales were in that part of 
the country, while I made eicurfions to the eaflward through 
a large plain in fearch of plants. Here I found many new 
fpecies of Gramina, particularly that which the Dutch call 
Bofhman's Grafs, from the ufe made of it by that people, who 
eat the feed of it. At different feafons of the year a fpecies 
of locufts come down to this plain in fuch numbers as to 
deftroy moft of the plants. The Bofhmen efteem thefe in- 
fers excellent food. The locufls are dried and kept for ufe 
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■77'- when they have no other provifion. This part of the covintiy 
>--<--^ abounds with poifonous reptiles. The quadrupeds which are 
found, are Elephants, Rhmocerofes, Camelopardales, Zebras, 
Elks, Koedoes, Lions, Tigers, Hyenas, and Jackals. 

Mr. Van Renan returned the nineteenth. He had ftiot a 
Camelopardalis, towards the evening, at a great diftance ftom 
the water, to which they immediately direSed their courfe, 
intending to fend a Hottentot next day to fkin the animal. 
On their return, to their great furprize, a Lion Jprung up 
about fifty yards from the place where the Camelopardalis 
lay ; and, on their arrival, they found he had disfigured it fo 
much, that nothing could be preferved except part of the Ikin 
of the neck, with the horns, and part of the hind quarters. 
After feeing this, I refolved to crofs the river with fome of the 
Hottentots, and procure the Ikeleton which they left in thei 
fields. But by this time the river began to fwell, and the 
Hottentots refufed to accompany me, as they would be in 
danger of being detained for feveral months on the oppofite 
fide ; this being the rmny feafon to the eaftward of our pre* 
fent fituation, in which quarter we difcovered many thunder 
clouds. The climate differs much from that of the Small 
Nimiqua Land. During our ftay here, the thermometer rofe 
from mnety-five to one hundred and ten in the fhade. 

The twenty-third, we {pent the whole day in {hooting at 
the Hippopotami, one of which we killed. We faw alio the 
method made ufe of by the natives to catch thefe animals ; 
which is as follows : they dig large holes in the ground, along 
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the banks of tlie river, about ten feet dianaeter, and fome of . ■?'*• 
them about ten feet deep. In the bottom of thefe pits they '--,—1 
place pieces of wood ftiarpened at the points, and then cover 
the cavity with branches of trees and turf. When the hippo- 
potami come out of the river in the night to graze, they often 
fiill into thefe fnares, and very frequently receive wounds 
which occafion their immediate death. 

As the feaibn was too far advanced to admit of our prO' 
ceeding &rther to the north, and as there was no other path 
than tiat we had already taken, we returned by the fame 
route. In our way we were vifited by two peafants of the 
Kimiqua Land, who were tent out on a conuniilion to ths 
Boftunen, in fearch of cattle wluch they had perioined from 
the inhabitants of that country. 

The twenty-fourth, we direSed our courfe wefterly. At 
night we came to a finall fountain, called Zebras Fountain. 
There was but little water ; but we were, neverthelefe, under 
the neceffity of flaying all night, having an extenfive plain to 
crafs, where there was not a drop of water to be ieea ia 
about fifty miles. 

On the twenty-fifth, at funfet, we left this iinall finintaiu, 
and proceeded ibuthward, intending to travel through the dry 
depart. After ttavellii^ about eight miles, feveral of our cat- 
tle b^an to drop down under the yoak, which obliged us to 
ftay the remaining part of die night witljout a drop of water. 
In the morning we mifled our oxen, and fibnt a Hottentot out 
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SepKmbtr "" fearch of them, who returned at midnight. This day we 
' — ■ — ' pafled difagreeably, being expofed to the fcorching heat of the 
fun, and entirely deftitute of water. 

On the next, we agreed that it would be heft to return to 
the river for water, and leave the waggon in its prefent fitua- 
tion. Mr. Van Renan being fick, remained to take charge of 
the baggage, which required fome guard from the number of 
bulh Hottentots who infefted this part of the country. We 
then direSed our courfe towards the river, and took with us 
an empty caik and a cann, which we had by the waggon. We 
found the river to be diftant from us about eight miles in a 
a dlred line. We faw, on our arrival, the remainder of two 
Hippopotami, which we had ftiot fome days before, thrown 
out of the river. After refrelhing ourfelves, we filled our 
calk and cann, which Jacobus Ryke and myfelf carried, leaving 
our Hottentots to bring the cattle to the waggon. The heat 
of the fun, and the fetiguing journey we had over the fand, 
obliged us to expend great part of the water before we arrived 
at the waggon, which was at fix in the evening. As foon as 
our oxen arrived, we made another attempt to proceed ; but 
after travelling about ten miles farther, our cattle appeared in 
the fame condition as before. Mr. Van Renan and Jacobus 
Ryke therefore agreed to go on to the houfe of one Vander 
Hever, which was about fifty miles to the fouthward of this 
place. They faddled their horfes early, the twenty-eighth, 
and left us in this difagreeable fituation, without water or fire. 
I fent a Hottentot to a rock, about ten miles difiance to the 
fouth-eaft, where there was a little water. In the afiEtnoon, 
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bemg tired of our fituation, we refolved to make a third effort; 5^,^^,;^^ 
and, if we (hould find it impoflible to proceed, to leave the ' — »~J 
waggon and return to the Orange River, being almoft exhaufted 
fcr want of. water. Veiy luckily our cattle did much better 
than we expeSed, and brought us out of that fandy defert ; in 
which there was fcarcely any thing to be feen except Mice 
and Snakes, both of which we obferved in great numbers. 
Towards the evening we met the Hottentot whom we had 
fent to the rock in fearch of water. He brought with him 
about forty quarts, which refreftied us greatly ; and, I believe, 
the very finell of it animated our cattle. In the night we ar- 
rived at the Brack Fountain, which by this time was almoft 
dried up : being much fatigued, we were very unwilling to 
leave this place. The next day I employed the Hottentots 
in di^;ing the fountain a little deeper ; and, by their exertions, 
we procured abundance of water, both for our own ufe and 
that of the cattle. 

In the afternoon I vifited the hills, where I collefted feveral 
feeds and fpecimens of plants, which I had not obferved in my 
former vifit to this fpot. 

After leaving this part, we purfued our joum^ towards 
the Copper Berg, in the expeflation of meeting with a fupply 
of frelh oxen from our friend Vander Hever. About ten, at 
night, we perceived a fire at a diftance, and, on our arrival 
at the place, had the pleafure of finding a Hottentot with 
twelve bullocks under his care, which had been difpatched for 
our afliftance. We continued to travel till three o'clock in 
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■77'' the ttiornilig, when We arrived at the Small Copper Berg 
"-'» — ' Foantain, where we flopped. 

As Ibon as it was day, we proceeded on our journey ; and 
*t nine o'clock • I left the waggon, and direSed my courfe 
through the mountainuus part of the country in fearch of 
jdanta. I alfo vifited the Copper Mines ; and brought wid» 
me feverai fpecimens of the ore, which is very rich. In the 
evening I arrived at the lioufe of Vander Hever ; and about 
two hours afterwards my waggon arrived. Here we lefted 
feveral days, and were kindly entert»ined. During our abode 
itt thii place, I made fevcral excurfions into the adjacent ooun- 
try, and confiderably enriched my coUedion. At the dry 
feafett *»s now commencing, the greater part of the inhabi- 
t*ftt* we^e removed to their fummer refidence on the Camis 
fietg. This mountain, as 1 mentioned before, fupplies all this 
part of the country with water, which inteffeas the ground 
in different places. On the north fide flows the Coufie, and 
Wi the foUth and fouih-weft, the Green River. Sevetsl other 
livtis, Bkewife, derive theit fource from the Camis Berg ; but 
they are of very little utility to the Nimiijaa Land. 

Being famiftied with a team of ftefli oxen, ve tiaveBed to- 
*«d« the fouthward ihe whole of the fourth of Oftober, and 
« cttglit arrived at the Sand Riwr, the water of whidi we 
^und bwickifti. Hete w« Temaiired tall morning, and tJiea 
ftfriUed our journey for tixnut fourteen miles, to a piace where 
We feiftfld iexoelleat upater ; iwt o* gre* variety of planes, ex- 
cept Geraniums. 
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We next proceeded to a place, called Cafpers Kloaf, where qP?L 
vfe remained all night. On the feventh, I made an eixuilion '--■-■J 
to the Camis Berg, and collefied many fpecies of Morasa and 
Ixias J and found many plants in flower, fuch as Oxalias and 
Crinums, which were in that ftate during the month of May 
at the Cape. 

The following morning, we pvirfued our journey towards 
the Bokke Veld, and in our way pafled feverd Hottentot 
Kraals. Thofe people are pofleffed of large herds of cattle ; 
and refide in die fummer on the Camis Berg. At the Eye 
Fountain we met a peafant who had travelled from the Cape, 
and was going towards Ae Orange River. 

We proceeded, on the tenth, to the Green River, where we 
refted during the heat of the day ; and in the a&eTDCon tra- 
velled about four miles fartSief to the fouth-eaJft. The next 
day we were inibrmed of a much better path tlian that which 
we had already traverfed, and whkh we refolved to take : 
we travdled the whole day, aaid at night arrived at a &:iall 
fiream of water, where we ^reed to remain till the morning. 
Tias we ftf>pofed to be the Thorn River. 

The next mornkig I afceaxfcd a h^ mountain to the <liwnili- 
ward, which afibrded me a very extenfive view «f lie coHntry 
to the eaft ; and the pleafure of obferving we had taken the 
light path. After travelling about fifteen miles, we came to 
rite hoofe lof a Ukulidiniaa, wkre I piocused provifions for a 
week, as we had an eKtenfi\« ooontty -to paft beibie we could 
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1778. reach the Bokke Veld. This place is called Two Fountain ; 

October. ^ ^ ^ 

^— - — J aiid IS fituated to the fouth-eaft of the Camis Berg. 

We direSed our courie from this place to the Thorn River, 
where we repofed during the heat of the day. In the after- 
noon we continued our journey to the Hartebeeft Rivier, and 
remained there all night. 

On the fourteentli, we found the Brack Fountain nearly 
dried up, and fo bitter, that our cattle refiifed to drink of the 
water. Here, however, we flayed all night, and early the 
next morning proceeded on our joumey towards the Lion's 
Den, where we flattered ourfelves with the hopes of finding 
water ; but were difappointed, for not a fingle drop of water 
was difcoverable in this place. We, however, unyoaked our 
cattle, and refted about two hours. In the afternoon we pro- 
ceeded towards the Stink Fountain, which was diftant about 
thirty miles. In the night we loft our way, and were obliged 
to fleep in this dry defart. The next morning we faw the 
Bokke Lands Bergen to the fouth-eaft of us, about twenty 
miles. Mr. Van Renan and I left the waggon at an early 
hour, direfiing our courfe to the Bokke Land ; and fent a frefli 
team of oxen from thence to relieve ours, which were greatly 
fetigned, and fcarcely able to ftand, in confequence of the in- 
jury they had received in their hoofs from the ftiarp ftones. 

On the feventeenth, we brought our waggon to the houfe 
of Mrs. Ryck. My intention was to crofs the country, from 
this place to the great nation of Caffres, wluch is about nine 
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hundred miles to the fauth-eaft ; but finding both my oxen ngj^ 
and wa^on in very indifferent order, for fo long a journey, I ^■' ~ ■> 
altered my plan, and concaved the defign of making an ex- 
curfion to the Hentum, and part of the Boftimen's Land. 
This day we had feveral loud claps of thunder, and heavy 
rain. The variable flate of the weather detained me here fe- 
veral days, during which I coUeSed a variety of plants. 

When we left the Bokke Land, we direfled our courfe eaft- 
ward, and arrived, on the twenty-third, at the houfe of Chrif- 
tian Bockchere, where I pafled the night. 

The following day we had ftormy weather, and heavy 
fliowers of rain and fleet ; and towards the evening, hail and 
fnow. At eight in the evening, the thermometer was at 
forty-three degrees. The next morning a fevere froft killed 
moft of the corn, which at this time was about a foot in 
height; a circumftance which frequently occurs in this part 
of the country. 

I made an excurfion, on the twenty-feventh, to the north- 
ward, which is called the Boftimen's Land, from its being 
inhabited by the Bufti Hottentots, who are a very different 
people from the other peaceable and well difpofed inhabitants 
of this region. They are in fad, fierce, cruel, and diftioneft. 

In this tour I vifited a houfe belonging to a Dutchman, 
who had lived here for many years. A few weeks before 
our arrival he had been attacked by the Boftimen, who had 
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""?• killed four of his Hottentots, and wounded another. Thefe 

Uc*o«r. , ^ 

^ — • — ^ marauders carried away alfo feveral of his cattle, which he 
was never able to recover. 

The twenty-ninth, upon leavii^ the Hentum, we returned 
to the Bokke Lands Bergen, intending to return to the Cape, 
along the ihore of the Atlantic Ocean. 

The thirty-firft, when arrived at the Bokke Land, we were 
compelled to remain there feveral days, from the ftate of the 
weather, which was very rainy and variable. I there found 
many curious plants, among which was one called Elephant's 
Foot*. I could find none of diem in flower, but on my 
pallage to Europe, on board the Held Woltemade, Dutch Eaft 
Indiaman, was fortunate enough to have one of them, which 
flowered in the month of April. Upon examination, I found 
it to be a plant of the clais Dioeda Hexandria. It has a large 
folid bulb, which fprouts to the height of five or fix feet, and 
afterwards ihoots out into fmall climbing branches with roundilh 
heart-fliaped leaves. The natives eat the root, which they 
efteem very falubrious. 

We took leave of this place on the fixth of November, ac- 
companied by two fons of Mrs. Ryck, and an overfeer of 
Mr. Van Renan's farms, in this part of the country, who was 
going on a ftiooting party. I alfo partook of the diverfion, and 
left the waggon to proceed to a place called the Lion's Dance, 
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where we intended to ftay all-night. Our way lay through „'"'c^ 
a low country of a clayey foil, called Karo. We law much ^-■— »' 
game ; and the fervant of Mr. Van Renan, being an excellent 
markfinan, (hot two Elks, both of which were much larger 
than an Englifh bullock : the flefh of this animal is palatable 
though dry. At night we returned to the Lion's Dance, 
where we found our waggon. 

Early, on the feventh, we parted with our friends, and di- 
refted our courfe fouth-weft, having the Bokke Lands Bergen 
oii our left hand, and the Atlantic Ocean on our right, at the 
dlftance of about thirty miles. We travelled the whole day 
and till midnight, when we found a fountain of brackifh water. 
We refted at the fide of this fountain the remaining part of 
the night. 

The next day my companion and myfelf left the waggon, 
and direfted our courfe weft north-weft. In the afternoon we 
arrived at the Elephant's River, and found it fo deep that our 
horfes fwam about ten yards. We foon reached the oppofite 
&ore, where, at a little diftance, was the houfe of a Dutch- 
man who had lived many years on the banks of this river, 
and kept a fmall boat for tranfporting waggons, in time of 
neceffity. We ftayed here, waiting for our wa^on, and dried 
our clothes. 

We were employed, during the following day, in tran^ort- 
ing our bagg:^ over the river. On the banks of it are many 
large trees of Mimofa and Tarchonanthus Camphoratus. The 
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NowAsr. EQWnWy around is rather naked of treea ?' but produce! a gteat 
^^ i' I" ! vaiiet^ of fucculent pUnts. 

We were fumifhed by our benewifcnt koft with a team of 
fiefh oxen, which were neceffitiy to enable u& to pa& thiougii 
9 deep, laudy: pl^ » and were accompanied by a pea&ot of 
the Kimiqua Land, who was traveUing towards, the Cape. We 
continued our journey about twenty miles to the fouthward, 
and at night came to a large cove, called the Hter Lod£e- 
ment*, where we refted till the next day. In the afternoon 
ve proceeded on our journey through a deep white &nd)r 
pkin, where were a variety of plants^ fich as the Ajpahtthiie, 
LsucadendtoB, and many others which were uojuunm to mav 
We travelled till midnight, when voe found a £ttle naaser, 
near which we paffed the night. The next morning we pro- 
ceeded to a farm, called the Long Valley, which is diftant 
firoip the Elephant's River about fixty miles. Here we flayed 
all night, and were, as ufiial, heritably entertained^ 

From this place we direfted our coorle eafb l^ fouth, aTong 
the valley. In the night feme animal iprung out of a bufli, 
which fo greatly alarmed our oxen, that it was with difficulty 
we could keep them ftill. We &ippofed the noiie to proceed 
from, an Hyena, as we heard the cries of diofe animals fome 
time after at a very confiderable diftance.. 

The fbvirteenth, we arrived at the Beig^VaDeyj where we 
fla^yed alL night, at the houfe of Jxifias Engelhrigbt;. 

* Gentlemeos Lodgingi. 
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I dispatched my -vra^on, on the fifteetith, toWafds the -J^^w 
Kcquet Berg, and together, with my companiorl, palled the >«=*=» 
day in this place, where I fliot variety of bitde, which I feiittd 
in great abundance. 

The next day we proceeded on our jourtiey ; paJted a place 
called the Crofle, where the Be^ Valley joins the Venlore 
Valley, and both affume a weftwtod direaion. At hotMi We 
overtook the waggon, and refted the afternoon at the houfe 
of a Mr. Smith. Towards the evening, Mr. Smith and I 
made a fliort excurfion towards the hill, and took each of us 
a gun. On our return we fliot four large Flamingoes j fiom 
fimr to five and {li feet long. We faw alfo the Yellow Sndkei 
or Covra Capel. 

We afterwards direfled our courfe along the Picquet Berg, 
on the fide of the large chain of mountains which commences 
at the end of the Hottniqua Land, and extends through the 
interior part of the country to about twenty miles from the 
Atlantic Ocean. 

In the afternoon We arrived 4t the houfe of i Dutchman, 
where we flayed all night, and were WeU entertained. This 
&rm is fruitful, producing plenty of corn and Ewopean fruits. 

The following day I made in excurfion to tlie top of the 
mountain, where I had a view of the Table Land to the 
fouthward, diftant about fixty or feventy miles. Here I col- 
ieded but few plants. The mountain is well watered, and is 
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'77'- covered with variety of grafs. There is alfo a farm here be- 
«- ■■ -J longing to Mr. Hana Camp, where he kept part of his cattle, 
during fummer ; but in the winter it is often covered with 
Ihow. On my return I faw feveral Zebras, which inhabit the 
mountain ; but as they are not found in con£derable numbers, 
(hooting them is prohibited. After refreftung myfelf, I fol- 
lowed my w^gon, and towards the evening overtocJc it. 
About midnight we came to the Berg Rivier, where there is 
a ferry ; we continued here during the remaining part of the 
night. 

The next morning my companion and myfelf left the wag- 
gon, and traverfed Swart Land, or Black Land, leaving the 
Rie Beck's Caftiel* on our left. In the afternoon we paffed 
the Swart Land's Church, and at night came to the houfe of 
Clafs Lopfer, which is fituated on the Deep River. He was 
juft arrived from the Cape, and had brought with him ibme 
excellent wine, to which he very liberally made us welcome. 

We direSed our courfe along the Camis Berg, and obferved 
the farmers were now engaged in their harveft. At noon we 
came to a place belonging to the Dutch company, colled 
Filhers Hook, where we refreihed ourfelves, and in the after- 
noon proceeded on our journey to the Cape Town, where I 
arrived on the twentieth of November, feventeen hundred and 
feventy-eight, after a journey of fix months. 

* Ta]^ h* name from Goremor Vao Ri« Beck. 
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THIRD JOURNEY. 

Caffraria quite unknown to Europeans — Cbanna Lands Height — Well cultivated 
farm ofOkker Hynns — Longe Kloaf — Crooked River — Camtours Rivier — 
Forreji of Mimofa — Lone River — Van Stada's River — Curious plants and 
animals — Defcription of the Hartebeeft — Zout Pan, a curious fait lake — 
Total negleSi of. agriculture in this country — Wild Dogs—Sondays Rivier y 
nine bunded miles from the Cape — State of the Dutch boors in this country 
—Sand Fleet — Cbonaequas — Wars between the Chonacguas and Caffres—' 
Cattle JloJen iy the Caffres — Great Fijh River — Curious plant — Hunting 
the Buffalo — Difficulty of crojjing the woods — Bxtenfve proJpeSi of the Indian 
Ocean, (^c. — Caffraria ; hojpitality of the people — Manners of the Caffres — 
•Kf«X" 'f ^^^ Caffres ; bis palace and rural ftate j hofpitality and generofity 
of this monarcb^-Curious manufaSlures of Caffraria — Method of making 
bread from the pith of the palm tree — FaSlion among the Caffres — Defcrip- 
tion of the country and people — Soil and climate — Adventures on returning-^ 
Klow fcknefs among the cattle, 

IN my third journey it was my fortune to traverfe a part ^*779' 
of the cMitinent of Africa, which never had been vifited ' — r^ 
before by any European ; hot do I know that any traveller 
has fince been permitted to vifit it, I mean Caffraria. So 
jealous are thefe people of the incroachments of the Dutch, 
(who are the only Europeans they are acquainted with) that 
they ftridly prohibit individuals from enterii^ their territory ; 
while its remotenefs has prevented the States, or the Com- 
pany, from confrdering it as an objeft of conqueft. I was not, 
however, deterred from the attempt by the difficulty of the 
undertaking ; and with this great objeft in view, I fct out from 
Cape Town, on the twenty-third of December, and proceeded 
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■779' towards Zwellendam, where I arrived the third of January, 
^ —.-•J feventeen hundred and feventy-nine. Here I was joined by 
one of the Company's overfeers, Mr. Tunies, who was going 
to the eaftward to exchange cattle for tobacco and beads. 

We continued our Journey to Groot Faders Eofch, and on 
the eighth pafled the Doven Hocks Rivier, where we re- 
mained all night. 

The following day we paffed the Falie River, and Caf&e 
Kulls Rivier ; and thence proceeded to the Gouds Rivier. 
We next direded our courfe to the Hagal Kraal, leaving the 
fliore of the In(Uan Ocean on oui r^ht hand, at the diftance 
of about ten miles ; and on the twelfth our road lay over a 
large chain of mountains, which I mentioned in my firft jour- 
ney in this country, Atquas Kloaf, which is very difficult to 
pafs. 

We profecuted our journey frwn this quarter eaftward, 
through part of the Canna Land. In the afternoon of the 
thirteenth, we defcended a very rugged and fteep path, called 
the Canna Lands Height. The country has a very barren ap- 
pearance, fcarcely any vegetation being vifible, except a few 
dwarfifh flirubs, without verdure. In the courie of the even- 
ing, I was much furprifcd with the appearance of cultivated 
land. This belai^;ed to <me Okker Hynns, an induftrioui 
fiumer, who in this dreary iituation had ereSed a good houie, 
and planted ^dens and vineyards, which produced tolerable 
wine and excellent fruit, ftich at Almonds, Figs, Peaches, 
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Apaaxs, &c. which he dries and fends to the Cape for fale. ^79- 
About three weeks before our arrival, there had been a very ^^.-■/ 
heavy itorm of ksul and wind ; the hidt-ftoties, which were of 
an enormous fize, and the impetuous wind, had deftroyed 
every thing about his houfe. His corn, vineyard, and fruit- 
trees, were totaBy %<Hied ; one of his children, who was at 
the time keeping a flock of flieep at fome diftance from any 
fhelter, was very much hurt, and many <rf' the Iheep wer& 
ktSed. 

In the cool of the evemng we travelled to a fmatt river, 
about ix n^es diflant from this j^e,. where we continued all 
B^ht. 

We preeeeded in oar courfe to the eaftward, on the four- 
teenth, and in die evening arrived at the houfe of one Rufcf 
Comphor. This is the beginning of the Lange Kloaf, which 
Mr. Mafon remarks, is about an hundred miles long, and about 
two miles in breadth ; the foil i» a ftrong recfcfifti clay, and 
die pafture v«y unwholefome for cattle. Since the year feven- 
teen hundred and feventy-four, this part of the coimtry ha» 
keen raueh Hiapwwed, the farmers haive cultivated corn-knd, 
gardens, and vineyards, and in general are poflefled of very 
good houfea. We profecuted our journey along this valley, 
maMng Ihort feges, where I eoHeSed many plants aaid ipe- 



On- the- twenaedi, we arrived at the Erome Ri^er, or 
Oo^ed^ RiveFj whidv runs through a long marfliy valley 
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,''79- bounded by two ridges of hills, but not fo lofty as that of the 

Januaiy. •' ^^ ^ 

>— '— ' Lange Kloaf. At the mouth of this river is a kind of bay, 
which may afford a fafe harbour for Ihips. This part of the 
coaft is but little known, particularly to the eaft. 

In the afternoon we came to a place, called Effen Bofch, 
(from a tree very ufeful in making waggons, which the Dutch 
call Effen, or Afli.) We thence proceeded to a houfe beau- 
tifully fituated on the banks of a pleafant river, called Cab- 
leows River, fi-om a fifh which goes by that name, and which 
is a fpecies of Cod, beiiig found near its mouth. This houfe 
being the property of my particular friend, Mr. Van Renan, I 
ftaid a day, and vifited the fhore, which is only about an 
Englifh mile diftant. Among the rocks we found abundance 
of Oyfters, which were very good. Here is excellent pafture 
for cattle, and the farm produces plenty of corn, wine, and 
European fruits. 

We continued our journey, on the twenty-third, to the 
Camtours Rivier, where we refted during the heat of the 
day. On the banks of this river are woods of very large trees, 
particularly of the Mimofa, and other arborious plants peculiar 
to this country. Thefe woods are generally frequented by 
wild buffaloes, which are very fierce, and which confequently 
render travelling very dangerous. In the afternoon we were 
accompanied by a fervant of Mr. Van Renan, who was going 
towards the Lorie Rivier. About ten o'clock at night, we 
arrived at the place where my waggon already was, and to 
our great furprife few a wild bufialo {landing clofc to it. 
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wKch we at firft took for one of my oxen. Before we could 
afcertain whether this was the cafe or not, it. fprung into the 
wood. The Lorie River derives its name from a fpecies of 
that bird, which is found in ^e woods on its banks, and jo'ms 
the Camtours about a mile to the fouthward. The deep pla- 
ces are inhabited by die Hippopotamus Amphibius ; but thefe 
animals have been fo much hunted, that they feldom make 
their appearance out of the water. 

We direSed our courfe from this place, fouth by eaft, 
through an uneven country, and in the evening came to 
Van Stada's Rivier, where we obferved a beautiful wood upon 
the declivity of a hill, extending to the very banks of the 
river. Here I found fome plants of the Aletris Fragrens, up- 
wards of twenty feet in height, and many in flower, as well 
as other beautiful plants. There were alfo a great variety of 
birds of the moft beautiful plumage I liad ever feen in the 
country. 

On the twcnty-fixtli I viCted the fea-ftiore, which was five 
etc fix miles to the fouthward. About a thoufand yards from 
tlie fea, the mouth of the river forms a lake, being dammed 
vip by a bank of fand, which extends along the ftiore. In 
the afternoon we continued our journey through an extenfive 
plain, where I found variety of bulbous plants, and numerous 
herds of the different animals peculiar to this country, fuch as 
the Eland, Qu.icha, Zebra, and a fpecies of Antelope, called 
by the Dutch, Hartebeett, which is the Capra Dorcas of Lin- 
M 
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,'?»• liatus. • We had the good foitune to Ihoot one of thefe, the 

January. ,. . ^ . ' 

^--.-■J dimenlions were, 

Feet, Inches. 

The length of the head, - - - 14 

Breadth of the jaw, - - - - 07 

Length of the ear, - - - - o 8{ 

Ditto of the neck, - - - - 12 

Breadth of the flioulders, - - - o 10 

Length of the fore legs, - - - 2 6 

Height behind,- - - - - 4 if 

Ditto before, - - - - 4 oj 

Length of the body, - - - 4 o 

Ditto of the whole, from the t^l to the head, 5 6 

The Hartebeeft is of a brownifli colour, and the flefli is 
palatable though dry. 

This evening we arrived at the Swart Kops Rivier, where 
we pafled the night. 

The next morning we were overtaken by a peafant who 
was on his way to the Boihmens Land, and was glad to ac- 
company us, as this place lay in our way. As he was a man 
well acquainted with the country, and the manners of the 
natives, he was not a lefs welcome companion to us than we 
had appeared to him. 

At noon we pafled the Swart Kops Rivier. Zout Pan, 
wluch is iituate in this neighbourhood, is an ohjeSt that cannot 
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fail to attraS the attention of travellers. This lake is a plain .^79- 
much above the level of the fea, and between three and four ' — - ' ~-> 
miles in circumference. At fome feafons of the year it is 
formed into an entire mafs of fine white fait, which has a very 
ftriking appearance. The heavy rains liad diflblved the middle 
part of it, a fhort time before my arrival, but round the fides 
was a hard cruft of fait exaSly refembling ice. 

The adjacent country is covered with variety of frultefcent 
and fucculent plants, many of which were quite new, in par- 
ticular fome of the. Euphorbia. Here we were vifited by two 
Caffies, the firft we had feen ; for they very feldom venture 
fo fer out of their own country. At night we arrived at a 
place, called by the Hottentots Kow Cha, which is much fi-e- 
quented by Lions, Rhinocerofes and Buffaloes. The foil is of 
a fandy loam, and produces excellent pafture for cattle, but no 
com ; there is, however, no proof that the land is not fitted to 
produce grain, for no pains is taken, at this diftance from the 
C^ie, to cultivate the ground. 

We proceeded, on the twenty-ninth, to the eaftward, towards 
the Sondags Rivier, or Sundays River. The face of the coun- 
try, at this place, has a very barren appearance ; but it produces 
a variety of arboreous plants, though very few of any confider- 
able height or fize, which demonftrates the poverty of the 
foil. On our way we faw great numbers of wild D(^s, which 
travel in flocks, and are very deflruSive when they get where 
there are flocks of fheep. Wild Dogs are alfo found very 
near the Cape. They are much larger than the Jackal,, with 
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'779' large irregular blotches or Ipots on their Ikin. After a very 
<»—--' difagreeable clay's march, through a dry ftony country, we 
arrived at night at the Svmdays River, which is dilisit from 
the Cape Town about nme hundred miles. This river was th» 
extent of Mr. Mafon's journey to the eaftward. There are ftitt 
fome of the Hippopotami found here, but they are very (hy;. 

The following day I vifited one of the Dutch boors, who- 
had refided in that part of the country for many years. This 
man was pofleffed of numerous herds of cattle ; but had no 
corn, and fcarcely a houfe to live in, though the place was 
favourable for both. But the generality cS thofe people are 
of fo indolent a difpofition, that they feldom trouble themfelves 
either to build houfes or to cultivate the ground. Thofe of 
them who chufe to be induftrious, and to make the moft of 
their advantages, are enabled to live in a very comfortable 
manner. 

One of our companions, Mr. Tunies, left us on the thitty- 
firft, and we were joined by Jacob Kock, an old German, 
whom I mentioned at Swart Kops Rivier. Mr. Van Renan 
and I went on towards the Great Filh River. At noon we 
overtook our waggon at a place which, in the Hottentot lan- 
guage, is called Cumow. We were informed by our fervants, 
that they had been difiurbed in the n^ht by fome Elephants, 
which came very near the waggon. 

In the aftemocHi we continued our journey to a plantation, 
called the Sand Fleet, belong^ to our fellow traveller, Jacob 
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Kock. The country here is extremely beauaful and piftu- jJ^J?' 
refque, very hilly, and the hills are (haded with impenetrable >^ — • — * 
woods ; the vallies well watered and covered with grafs, which 
affords excellent paftute for cattle. Great nvimbers of quadru- 
peds inhabit this neighbourhood, fuch as Lions, Panthers, 
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, Buffaloes, Spring Bocks, &c. At a 
little diitance to the eaftward are fome Kraals belonging to the 
tribe of Hottentots, called Chonacquas. Thefe people are 
much darker in their complexion, and better ftiaped than any 
of the other tribes I had before feen. Whether this difference 
aiifes from their mixing with the Caffree, feveral of whom, 
dwell in this part of the country, or from any other caufe, I 
could not afcertain. It is not very uncommon for the Caflre* 
and Chonacquas to quarrel, which generally ends in an ei^age- 
ment. In thefe encounters feveral hundreds of the Caflres. 
fometimes unite to oppofe their enemies, who very feldonv 
bring a proportionable force into the field. But the dexterity 
with \rfiich the Hottentots ufe their bows and arrows, and the 
praSice of poifoning the latter, render them very dangerous, 
enemies to thofe who only ufe the Haffagai. The difputes. 
between thefe pec|>le generally originate about cattle, of which 
both nations are extremely avaricious. 

We direded our courie eaftward, to the Bofiiman's River, 
and at noon I vifited a Kraal belonging to a Hottentot cap- 
tain, called De Royter. This man has tq>wards of two hun- 
dred Hottentots and Caffres in his fervice, and a &w hours ° 
before our arrival, had fought againfi a number of Cafi&es,- 
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J,"?"- had beaten them off tlie field, and taken many of their 
<— . — I cattle. 

We arrived, after fome time, at a lake of brackifti water, 
called by the Hottentots, Kys Guna Kie Katie ; each of thefe 
letters, which are accented, are pronounced with a hard im- 
pulfe of the tongue ; at this place we flayed all the whole 
night of tlie firft of February'. 

We intended, early the following morning, to profecute 
pur intended journey ; but miffing our cattle, our firft care 
was to difpatch our Hottentots in fearch of them. In a few 
hours one of the men returned and informed us, that they 
had been ftolen by the Caffires, that they had difcerned the 
prints of their feet, and faw, from tracing them, that the 
cattle had been driven towards a village belonging to a Caf&e 
captain, whofe name was Mahhotie. We fent our meflenger 
to the other Hottentots, and ordered them to follow the path 
of the cattle till they found them, which they did. They re- 
turned with them towards the evening, and informed us that 
they were found a litUe way from the Kraal. One of the 
Caffres told them, they had taken die cattle by miftake, the 
evening being dark, they thought they belonged to the Hot- 
tentots with whom they had fought the day before. Though 
it was now late, we continued our journey about twenty miles. 
In the oight we arrived at a place, called the K'a Cha Chow, 
which is one of the branches of the Bolhman's River, and 
where there was formerly a houfe belonging to our companion, 
Jacob Kock. 
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• The morning, of the third, I requefted Mr. Kock to accom- piJJ''' 
pany us to the Great Fifli River, with which he readily com- i^^ — ■> 
plied. We thence purfued our journey to the eaftward, 
through a pleafaiit country, though quite uninhabited. There 
are numerous herds of quadrupeds to be found here, of the 
difierent Ipecies which have been already defcribed. The grafs 
was fo high that it reached our horfes bellies. This part of 
the country is agreeably diverfified with little pleafant woods 
upon the declivities of the hills ; and here I found a fpecies of 
Leucadendron which was quite unknown to me, and many 
other beautifiil plants. A fpecies of Palm, mentioned by Mr. 
Malbn in his Second Journey, is alfo fcattered over the whole 
country ; I found feveral upwards of twenty feet in height. 
The Hottentots make bread of the pith of this plant ; the 
method of preparing which I ftiall take another opportunity of 
delcribing. In the evening we came to a place, called Now 
Tu. 

That the reader may have a proper idea of our courfe, I 
am obliged more frequently to refer to the points, of the com- 
pafs than, perhaps, may be thought confiftent with elegance. 
Our road from this place lay eaft by north. On the fourth, 
at noon, we came to a fmall river, which at this time was 
almoft dry ; we, however, refted a few hours, feeing a herd of 
Buffaloes at a diftance from us, which we intended to amufe 
ourielves with Ihooting in the afternoon. In this place I found 
a beautifiil plant of the Liliaceous kind, with a large crown of 
white and red flowers. After dinner we divided .ourfelves into 
different parties, and as foon as we were witliin (liot we at- 



yGoosIe 



88 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

F 'bnarv ^'^^^^ *'*^ bufiiiloes ; they were about an hundred in number ; 

' — • — •' five of them we Shot ; the others fled into a wood, which waj 
about a mile to the eailward of us, Mr. Kock had the animals 
ikinned ; their hides making fuch excellent thongs for oxen 
that they are preferred to every other material for this purpofe. 
At night we arrived at the Fifh River, where we flayed two 
•days. During the night we had heavy fliowers of rain, with 
loud claps of thunder. Here the river afliimes a fouthem di- 
reSion, and empties itfelf into the great Indian Ocean, at about 
twenty miles diftance. The deepeft parts of the river are 
inhabited by the Hippopotamus, and the adjacent woods by 
Elephants, Rhinocerofes, and Buf&loes. We Ihot feveral of 
the bu&loes, which were much heavier than an European 
bullock. 

Seeing no poflibility of proceeding ferther with our waggon 
through the impenetrable woods, we agreed that Mr. Van 
Renan Ihould continue with it, while Mr. Kock and I procee- 
ded eafterly towards the Caffres, being informed that we could 
reach their country in two or three days. Moft of the ar- 
boreous plants in thefe parts were unknown to me, except the 
Euphorbia Antiquorum, Erythrina Corallodendron, and the 
Gardenia Stellata. We took with us a Hottentot who was 
perfeSly acquainted with the language of the Cafires. In 
paffing through the thickets, on the banks of the Fifli River, 
we encountered confiderable difficulties, till we fortunately got 
into an Elephant's path, in which we continued till noon. 
We then crofled the river and entered a fpacious plain, which 
afforded us great variety of the moft beautifiil evergreens I 
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bad ever feen ; and feveral bulbous plants, fuch as Irifes and •779' 

. Februaiy. 

Crinums, many of which I {bund in flower. I particularly ' — r— > 
nouced one Ipecies of tUs plant, the flowers of which were 
crimfon, and in beauty and elegance &r exceeded any I had 
ever met with. In the evening we encamped under a large 
Mimola, and made fires during the night. 

After pafling this extenfive plain, we entered a wood about 
eight miles broad. In many places the trees were thinly 
fcattered ; in thefe openings we difcovered numerous herds of 
Bufialoes, which had not the leaft appearance of fliynefs ; one 
of them we wounded. Soon after this we &.V a herd of Ele- 
phants, about eighty in number, which approached fo near to 
us, that we could obferve the length and thicknefs of their 
teetli. After leaving the wood, we afcended a fteep moun- 
tain, where we had a view of the Indian Ocean to the fouth- 
ward ; and to the northward, a hilly country covered with 
trees and evergreen ftirubs, which extended about thirty miles. 
The profpeS was bounded by a range of mountains, called the 
Bamboo Berg, on which grows a ^ecies of Bamboo. To the 
eaft we had a view of a pleafent country decorated with great 
variety of plants. The country is here well watered, and pro- 
duces excellent pafture for cattle. Towards the evening, of 
the feventh, we obferved a fire about ten miles to the eaftward 
of us, upon the flope of a green hill. Our interpreter told 
us this was at a CafFre village. At funfet we difcovered ano- 
ther much nearer, and few feveral herds of cattle. About 
eight in the evening we met three of the Caflres, who were 
much furprifed at our appearance, as we were certainly the 
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p'J^"' firfl; Europeans they had ever feen. They fpeedily returned 
'-^■~^ and alarmed the whole village before we arrived ; but on our 
arrival, they received us kindly, brought us milk, and offered 
us a fat bullock agreeably to their ufual hofpitable cuftom. 
Tliis village conCtted of about fifty houfes, fituate on the 
banks of a pleaiant river, called in the Caffre language, Mugu 
Ranie ; and it lielongs to their chief. It contmned about three 
hundred inhabitants, all of whom were fervants or foldiers to 
tlieir chief, who was likewife the proprietor of the numerous 
herds of cattle. Thefe people fubfift on the milk of their 
cows, and on game, not being allowed to kill any of their 
cattle. The men milk the cows, aiul the women take, care 
of the gardens and corn. 

We were accompanied by all thefe people from one village 
to another, till we arrived at the place belonging to the per- 
fon whom they denominate their chief or king. His Iiabita- 
tion was fituate on a plealant river, called Becha Cum, or 
Milk River. Indeed all their houfes are built on the banks 
of rivers or ftreams ; but there was no corn or garden near it. 
The chief had about an hundred cows, which fupplied h'un and 
his houftiold with milk. His family confifted of about twenty- 
two fer\'ants, who attended him wherever he went. On our 
arrival he feemed very fiiy, and kept at a great diftance for 
about an hour, when a number of Caffres met and accompa- 
nied him to his houfe. He foon afterwards fent one of his 
fervants to invite us thither. The firft thing I prefented him 
with was fome beads, of which he freely accepted. I alfb 
ofiered him fome of our tobacco ; but he ieemed to prefer his 
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own, which was much lighter. He foon offered me a herd of ' V79- 
fet bullocks in return ; but I refiafed to take them, which ' — <~J 
leemed to affront him greatly, and he often repeated, " What 
do you think of our country." After a few words between us, 
I accepted of one, which we immediately fhot ; this furprifed 
all the fpedators, who were about fix hundred perfons, few of 
them having ever feen a gun, or heard the report of one. We 
had a part of the bullock drefTed, which I thought much fu- 
perior to the beef near the Cape. The refl of the animal I 
diflributed to the king and his fervants. He flill feemed dif^ 
pleafed that I would accept of nothing more in return. I then 
afked him for fome of their balkets, which he gave me, and 
alfo two of their lances or HafTagais, which they make with 
great ingenuity ; but the conilruSion of the bafkets, which are 
made by their women, is much more furprifing ; they are com- 
pofed of grafs, and woven fo clofely that they are capable of 
holding any fluid. Khouta, the chief, intreated me to remain 
with him a few days ; this, however, we did not confent to ; 
but after much perfuafion, agreed to flay all night. In the 
afi:ernoon I ranged the neighbouring woods in fearch of plants, 
and at night returned to my companion, who flayed at the 
Becha Cum. As the weather was hot, we chofe to fleep in 
the woods rather than in any of the huts. During the night 
L obferved that there were two guards placed on each fide the 
door of the chief's houfe, who were relieved about every two 
hours. 

On the ninth, I propc^ed to proceed ferther to the eafl, 
allured by the plea&ntnefs of the country, and its aflbrdii^ 
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'779- variety of unknown plants, but found there was a river a little 
w-^> — ' to the eaftward of us, called by the natives, the Kys Comma. 
We then determined to return the fame way we came. The 
large Palm, mentioned before, grows here in abundance, and 
is ufed for bread by the Caffres as well as the Hottentots. 
They take the pith of this plant, and after coUefimg a fuffi- 
cient quantity, let it die for feveral days till it becomes a little 
ibur ; after this they bake it in an oven which is erefted for 
die purpofe. They alfo bake bread of their own com, which 
i« the fame as the Guinea corn. But this grain is moftly ufed 
for making punch, called by fome of them Pombie, which is 
ftrong and intoxicating. They make confiderable ufe of a 
plant, called by the natives Plantains, which grows fpontane- 
oufly on the banks of the rivers, and in the woods. The pods 
of this plant are triangular, and about the fize of a prickly 
cucumber. I found none of them in flower, but feveral in 
fruit ; the feed is about as large as a pea ; and I believe it to 
be what Dr. Tunberg calls the Helaconia Caffraria. 

The men amongft the Caffres are from five feet ten inches 
to fix feet high, and well proportioned, and in general evince 
great courage in attacking Lions, or any beafts of prey. This 
nation is now divided into two parties ; to the northward are a 
number of them commanded by one Chatha Bea, or Tambu- 
fliie, who has obtained the latter denomination from his mother, 
a woman of the tribe of Hottentots, called Tambukies. This 
man was the fon of a chief, called Pharoa, who died about 
three years before, and left two fons, Cha Cha Bea, and ano- , 
ther named Bfirika, who churned the fupreme authority on 
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account of his mother being of the CafFre nation. This r^JSrr 
occafioned a conteft between the two brothers, in the courfe ^•"•*'~^ 
of which Cha Cha Bea was driven out of his territories, with 
a numljer of his adherents. The unfortunate chief travelled 
about an hundred miles to the northward of Khouta, where he 
now refides, and has entered into an alliance with the Boftunen 
Hottentots. 

The colour of the Caffres is a jet black, their teeth white 
as ivory, and their eyes large. The cloathli^ of both fexes 
is nearly the fame, confifting entirely of the hides of oxen, 
which are as pliant as cloth. The men wear tails of different 
jinimals tied round their thighs, pieces of brafs in their hair, 
and large ivory rings on their arms ; they are alfo adorned 
with the hair of Lions, and feathers faftened on their heads, 
with many other fantaftical ornaments. When they are about 
nine years of age they undergo the operation of being circum- 
cifed, and afterwards wear a muzzle of leather which covers 
the extremity of the penis, and is fufpended by a leathern 
thong from their middle. This covering is in general orna- 
mented with beads and brafs rings, which they purchafe from 
the Hottentots for tobacco and Dacka. They are extremely 
fond of dogs, which they exchange for cattle, and to fuch a 
height do they carry this paffion, that if one particularly 
pleales them, they will give two bullocks in exchange for it. 
Their whole exercife through the day is hunting, fighting, or 
dancing. They are expert in throwing their lances, and in 
time of war ufe (hields made of the hides of oxen. The women 
are employed in the cultivation of their gardens and corn. 
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'V^ They cultivate feveral vegetables, which are not indigenous to 
«— y—j their country, fuch as Tobacco, Water-melons, a finall fort of 
Kidney-beans, and Hemp, none of which I found growing 
fpontaneoufly. The women make their balkets, and the mats 
which they fleep on. The men have great pride in their 
cattle ; they cut their horns in fuch a way as to be aUe to 
turn them into any Ihape they pleafe, and teach them to 
anfwer a whlfile. Some of them ufe an inftrument for this 
purpofe, fimilar to a Bolhman's pipe. When they wi(h their 
catde to return home, they go a little way from the houfe and 
Wow this finall inftrument, which is made of ivory or bone,, 
and lb conftruded as to be heard at a great diftance, and in 
this manner bring all their catde home without any difficulty. 
The foil of this country is a blackilh loomy ground, and fo 
extremely fertile, that every vegetable fubftance, whether fowa 
or planted, grows here with great luxuriance. 

There are great variations in tlie climate ; but I had no 
thermometer to obferve the degrees of heat. It feldom rains ex~ 
cept in the fummer feafon, when it is accompanied with thunder 
and Eghtning. The country is, however, extremely well fup- 
plied TOth water, not only firom the high land to the north, 
which fumilhes abundance throughout the year, but from 
many fountains of excellent water, which are found in the 
woods. From what I obferved of this country, I am induced 
to believe that it is gready fuperior to any other known part of 
Afiica. 
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The woods produce variety of arbbreous plants, ihd fome of i779- 
a great fize : they are inhabited by Elephants, Biif&loes, &c. \ ^\ - J 
There were alfo variety of beautifiil Birds and Butterflies ; but 
they were fo Ihy, that I was able only to preferve two Birds 
of that country. 

When we returned to our waggon, on the ninth, we were 
accompanied by the chief and aljout fix hundred of his fer- 
vants or foldiers, who followed us till noon, when we took 
kave of them. We then direSed our courfe towards the 
<Jreat Fifli River, where we flayed all liighti 

The next morning we left our Hottentot, with a gun, is 
he was fo much fatigued that he could not keep pace with us. 
Two days afterwards he overtook us, and on his way had ihot 
two Rhinocerofes, and brought part of the flefli with him, 
which proved good eating, being very young and tender. 

On the twelfth we proceeded on our return by the route 
we had before taken ; and I coQeded many feeds, and fruits of 
evergreens, in the woods. 

We arrived at the Now Tlo towards the evening. Mr; 
Van Renan left the waggon, accompanied by fome Hottentots, 
with an intention of (hooting at a herd of Buffaloes, which they 
obfetved at about the diftance of a mile. Before they returned 
there were many loud claps of thunder, with lightning and 
heavy rain ; and it became fo dark that they loft their way. 
We could make no fires, on account of the rain, till about 
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JW^ nine, when the ftorm was much abated, and we lighted feveral, 
1— »— I which they foon few. About ten, they arrived at the waggon> 
Mr. Van ReDan I found had fallen into the river, 

The next morniiig we mifled our cattle, and difpatched our 
Hottentots in purfuit of them, who returned in the evening 
without having obferved any traces of them. 

The fbllowii^ morning Mr. Kock and I feddled our horfes, 
and direSed our courfe through the country in fearch of them, 
and found them at the Bofhman's. River, about twenty miles 
diftant. We then returned with fbme of Mr. Kock's Hot- 



Upon our arrival at Cableows Rivier, we agreed to remain- 
in that place a few days. Here we were fupplied with great 
variety of fruit,, as it was in the height of the feafon for Grapes, 
Water-melons, and Peaches. 

After parting with our hofpltable friend, we direSed our 
courfe fouth by weft, towards the houfe of our companion, 
Mr. Kock, which is fituate on the Zie Koe Rivier, or Sea 
Cow River, fo called from it& being formerly inhabited by the 
Hippopotamus. We here obferved that many of our oxen 
were fick ; they had caught a difeafe, called the Klow fick- 
nefs, which rages among the homed cattle in the fummer, 
and affeSs their hoofs fo much that they drop off, and 
numbers of the cattle die. Mr. Van Renan difpatched one gf 
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has Hottentots to his father's houfe, who returned to us with 'W?- 

March. 

a fupply of frefli cattle. >^-.~< 

We proceeded weftward fiom this place, and on the firft 
of March, in the evening, arrived at the houfe of a Dutch- 
man, where we refted that night, and the next day paffed the 
Krome Rivier. 

In a few days we arrived at the houfe of one Veraira, a 
wealthy farmer, where we had the mortification to find our 
cattle in the fame condition as before, and thofe we had 
brought from the Cableows River ftill worfe than the others. 

Upon finding the country extremely dry, and fcarcely 3 
plant to be feen, I left Mr. Van Renan with the waggon, and 
direded my courfe towards the Cape, where I arrived on the 
twenty-third of March, after a journey of three months. 
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Rie Beck's Cafile — Verhren Valley — laje our way — Joined by Colonel Gordon 
— Separate again — Depredations by Lions — Hartebeefi Rivier — Joined 
again by Cohrul Gordon — Arrive at the la/l boufe to the northward^ along 
the Atlantic Ocean — Fear of the natives to accompany us — Dreary defarts — 
AffiiBing fcarcity of 'water — Loje Mr. Pinar, Colonel Gordon s companion 
^-Oftricb's nejl — Orange River— Beautiful plants — Meet with Mr. Pinar: 
diflrefsful ftuation of that gentleman^ and the Hottentots who accompanied 
him — Wild Men : unable to form any intercourfe -with them : defcription of 
their huts — Converfe at length with the natives — The country very thinly 
inhabited — Government and manners of tbefe favages — Plant ufed by the 
Hottentots to produce fire — Herd of Zebras — Horned Snake — Part with: 
Colonel Gordon — Copper Berg^Defcription of the woods on Orange River, 
and the animals found there — Lions River — Manners of the people in this, 
part of Africa — Curious fpecies of Sheep — Obfervations on the African 
mountains— Camelopardalis — Small Nimiqua Land—Camdinie Rivier — 
Hunting the Antelope — Plant made ufe of for poifoning Hyenas. 

ON the eighteenth of June, feventeen hundred and feventy- 1779, 
nine, I again departed from the Cape Town, in company iJl!^ 
with Mr. Sebaftian Van Renan. We direfted our courfe to 
Ronde Boich, his &ther*s houfe, where we were detained three 
days by the inclemency oi the weather. 

Upon lea^g diis place, we proceeded north, towards the 
Groeoa Kloaf, a country of which the greateft part belongs to 
die Dutch Company. After palling a heavy fand, we arrived 
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at a houfe belonging to the Company's butcher, where we re- 
' mained all night. Here I found Oxalifes of feveral forts, and 
Hyacinths. This part of the country abounds with variety of 
game. There are feveral forts of Water-fnipes, Pheafants, and 
Partridges. There is alfo the Sten Bock and Hartebeeft ; but 
at certain times of the year it is forbidden to {hoot here. 

From this place we direSed our courfe north-eaft, through 
Swart Land, and in the evening arrived at Rie Beck's Caftle, 
at the houfe of one Mr. Droyer, a wealthy farmer, where we 
remained two days. Hence I made an excurfion to the Rie 
Beck's Caftle Berg ; but as this was the winter feafon, very 
few plants were in flower. On the top of this hill a piece of 
cannon is placed fof the purpofe of giving fignals, to prevent 
furprize from an enemy, and to alarm the adjacent country. 

We parted with our friendly hoft, Mr. Droyer, on the 
twenty-fifth, and continued our journey. In the evening we 
arrived at the Berg Rivier, where we flayed all night, and early 
next morning croffed it at a ferry. This day we proceeded 
on our journey to the Picquet Berg, and the next arrived at 
the Crois, where we flayed all night. 

From this place we direSed our courfe wefterly, along the 
Verloren Valley, or Loft Valley ; and in the evening came to 
the houfe of Mr. GuefF. During the night of the twenty- 
fifth, a very heavy rain fell, which fwelled the river fo much 
diat the next day we found it impaflable. The former was 
much pleafed with our company, and intreated us to prolong 
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our ftay for feveral days, to which, as the- river ftiU continued '779- 
very high, we agreed. Upon feeing the waters fubfide, we ^— »~J 
propofed to proceed in our journey, and were affifted by our 
hofpitable friend, who fupplied us with fome of his cattle, 
which were more accuftomed to paffing the flood than our 
own. The river was broad, and in feveral places the oxen - 
were obliged to fwim. When we reached the oppofite ihore 
we direSed our courfe northward, through a high fandy coun- 
try, interfperfed with variety of Afpalathufes, Gnaphaliums, &c. 
At night we arrived at the Lange Valley, at the houfe of 
Mrs. Low, an old French woman, who had long lived in tliis 
part of the country, and was pofleifed of numerous herds of 
cattle J here we flayed all night. 

The following day we proceeded on our journey through a 
large fandy plmn, towards the Hier Lodfiement, which is above 
forty miles diftant. At night we came to the Jackals Valley, 
where, though we found no water, we were obliged to remain 
a few hours in order to refrefti our oxen, which were much 
fatigued. About two in the morning we proceeded to the 
place where we intended to reft, and in our way called at the 
Hier Lodfiement, where we knew there would be water. We 
arrived at nine in the afternoon, and found a peafant who had 
arrived about two hours before us. I inquired which way he 
was going, obferving he had many Hottentots and a number 
of guns in his waggon, he told me that his courfe was towards 
the Great Kiver, and that he intended to accompany Colonel 
Gordon, whom I left at the Cape, but expe&d he would 
foon overtake us. In the afternoon we direfted our courfe 
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'"»• towards the Elephants River ; but unluckily in the night 
^-■-~| loft o»ir way. We faw fome fires, which we expefted had 
been made at the place of our deftination ; but on our arrival 
at the fjxjt, we found they had been Ughted by fome Hotten- 
tots who had the care of a flock of iheep belonging to a Dutch- 
man. One of them dire3ed us on our right way, and at two 
in the morning we came to the houfe of Peter Van Syl, who 
had lived on the banks of this river for many years. Ovur 
waggon was fo much damaged, on our journey hither from 
the Cape, that we were compelled to remiun here a few days 
in order to have it repaired. 

When this bufmefs was completed, we tranfported our 
baggage and waggon acrofs the river, which at this time was 
high. In the evening Colonel Gordon arrived ; but as he was 
purfuing a different route, we appointed to meet in the Small 
Kimiqua Land, and then to proceed tc^ether along the fhore 
of the Atlantic Ocean, as far as we could poilibly travel to 
the northward. 

We next direfted our courfe to the Bokke Lands Bergen, 
where we had appointed to receive a team of frefti oxen. 
When we arrived at the Bokke Veld, we alcended the moun^ 
^n, and left the waggon by a finall fountain ; Ae path being 
ifnpallable on account of the heavy rains which had fallen. 
At this place we fupplied ourfelves with Ibme provifion ; and 
Mr. Van Renan took a cart with him, and £zteen bullocks 
beloi^;ing to his &thet. 
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We proceeded on our journey towards the Small Nimiqua TJ'- 
Land, and arrived at the Thorn River, where, during the ' — ■-- ' 
night of the fixteenth, we heard the roaring of Lions, which 
we fuppofed to be about a thoufand yards frofti us. 

On our way to a place, called the Lion's Den, we met a 
Hottentot, who informed us that, at his Kraal, the femily had 
been vifited by the fame Lions which we had heard, and that 
they had devoured two of his calves. This Hottentot was 
the fervant of Mrs. Ryck, and lived here in the Karo during 
the winter feafon, the charge of part of her catde having been 
committed to him. After travelKng till night without finding 
a drop of water, and being fo unfortunate as to lofe our way, 
we were obliged to flop till the next morning. During the 
n^ht Mr. Van Renan loft his horfe, which we fuppofed had 
returned to the Bokke Veld, whence we had brought him. 
At day-light we proceeded on our journey, and at ten in the 
morning arrived at the Lion's Den, where we refted all day, 
and were vifited by feveral of the Bolhmen. 

We next continued our journey to the Reed, or Brack 
Fountain, where we had very indifferent water, and thence 
proceeded to the Hartebeeft Rivier, where I found feveral 
beautifvil plants. 

From this place we went on to Three Fountain, where we 
ftayed all night, and early the foUowmg day continued our 
journey north-weft, to the Green River, where we had the 
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TO- faos&aion of meeting Colonel Gordon, who had arrived there 
^-••-j only a few hours before us. 

On the banks of this river our caravan made a ihort ftay, of 
which I was glad to take advantage in order to vilit and infpeQ 
the flope of the Camis Berg, which is adorned with a great 
variety of evergreen fhrubs ; but as this was the winter fea&a 
I found very few in flower. 

When properly refted, we determined on profecuting ouf 
journey to the northward, having the Camis Berg on our right 
hand ; and in the evening, of the twenty-fifth, arrived at a 
Hottentot village, which confifted of eighteen huts, where we 
paffed the night, and next day continued our courfe northward. 
At noon we met a peaCint who had come from the Great 
River, and was travelling towards the Cape, accompanied by 
a deferter, who had been feven years abfeut, and had travelled 
over a great part of the country. This poor fellow was a na- 
tive of Sweden, and made many fenfible refleSions upon his 
misfortunes in Africa. This evening we arrived at the houfe 
of one Hermannias Engelbright, where we flayed feveral days, 
and fupplied ourfelves with neceflaries for our intended journey- 
along the ftiore of the Atlantic Ocean,, as this was the laft 
houfe we were likely to meet with in our way. It is. fituate 
on a branch of the Camis Berg ; and, according to Colonel 
Gordon's oMervation of the barometer, we found it to be two 
thoufand and eighty feet high, and in latitude thirty degrees.. 
We were ftrenuoufly advifed by the natives not to- proceed, 
farther. They informed us thai we had to pafs an uninha- 
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lited de&t, where neither man nor beaft was vifible, where pn- 
there was a great fcarcity of water, and hardly a blade of grafs ' — .-~< 
for the fuppott of our cattle. Notwithftandlng diefe dilboa- 
rageroents, we refolved to proceed as &r as we poflibly couid ; 
and it was agreed that one of us Ihould fet out a few days 
before the other, and that we fliould endeavour, if poffible, to 
meet at the mouth of the Great River. Colonel Gordon ac- 
cordingly parted from us, and proceeded on his intended 
journey, entirely without a guide, as the natives at that time 
refufed to accompany us. The next day, after much perfua- 
(ion, I prevailed on one, who was rather more ipirited than 
the reft, to attend me, for wliich I recompenfed him with 
fome beads and tobacco ; we were alfo accompanied by a bro> 
ther of my companion, Jacobus Van Renan, who brd been to 
the eaftward to ihoot Elephants. 

On the firft of Auguft, we departed from this place, and 
were fupplied with a team of frefli oxen for two days. The 
day after our departure we continued our journey about ten 
miles to the weftern extremity of the mountain, where we had 
a view of the Atlantic at the diftance of about forty miles. 
Here I collefted feveral plants, fuch as Ixias, Gladiolus, Sec 

We defcended the mountain with much difficulty, as it was 
both fteep and rugged ; and towards tlie evening, of the 
fecond, we arrived at a fountain of brackifti water. The foil 
in this part of the country conlifts of a fandy clay. 



yGoosIe 



|06 TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

Au^'ii ^* ''*'"• ''"■^^s'^ our courfe through a fandy plain, where 
^^ — ■ — ' I fovind a variety of plants ; but as moft of them were of the 
fucculent tribe, I could preferve no perfeS fpecimens. In the 
evening we faw the dung of Elephants, and at night came to 
a hollow rock, where we had abundance of water ; on the 
north and fouth fide were lofty mountains of a conical figure^ 
and covered with the Aloe Dichotoma.. 

In the afternoon, ef the following day, we proceeded on 
our journey through a fandy country. In the night we palTed 
feveral dangerous places, and faw the print of Lions, which 
occafioned us to ftay all night at a pit of brackifli water. This 
was not a country which flattered us with the expeftation of 
pleafure ;itWe therefore continued our journey northward, as 
foon as day, along a bed of heavy fand, between two precipi^ 
ces. This fand is driven down by the violent torrents of water 
which fall here during the funimer feafon ; but at this time the 
ground was almoft dry, and the little water we found was 
rather fait ; at many places indeed where the water had dried 
up, were quantities of excellent fait. At night we arrived at 
the Coufie, or Sand River ; we were now about ten miles from 
the Atlantic Ocean, where the Sand River empties itfelf. The 
banks afforded us excellent pafture for our cattle, and as they 
were greatly fetigued, we agreed to reft a few days, and to 
range the adjacent fields in fearch of plants. 

During our reCdence In this place, one of my Hottentots 
who had been upon the hill, told us that he 6w two waggons 
about three miles to the weftward, which we fuppofed to 
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belong to Colonel Gordon. Soon after I received a letter from ^"5: 
him, and we proceeded to the Rhinoceros Fountain. The < — , — i 
river was frequented by a variety of Water-fowl, which af- 
forded us excellent fport ; among thefe we found great num- 
bers of Flamingoes, of two (pecies, one much Cnaller than 
the other. We ftayed here two days, and made excurfions 
along the fliore, where we few ftrata of the moft beautiful rocks 
.1 ever beheld, fome of them as white as foow, and others 
veined with red and other colours, this we took for a fpecies of 
quartz. Here we faw feveral huts made of the ribs of Whales, 
and others of Elephants bones ; but we perceived that they 
had not been inhabited for many years. 

Colonel Gordon's companion, and the two Van Renans, 
being informed of a herd of Elephants which were feen to the 
northward, left us on the feventh, while we direSed our courfe 
to the mouth of the river, where was a large lake of water 
which communicated with the fea. Here we expefted to 
catch fome filh, but we found none that were larger than a 
fprat. In the afternoon we ihot fome wild Ducks and returned 
to the waggon. In the evening our companions returned, 
finding the Elephants were gone. 

From this place we direSed our courfe north, through a 
fandy country. We travelled the whole day, and at night 
were informed by our guide, that we were not halfway to the 
firft water, and that, as it was extremely dark, he would not 
venWre to conduS or direS us through the fandy downs which 
lay along the fliore, and extended many miles to the eaftward. 
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1779; Oil hearing this we deteftninsd to remain where we were till 

» . — J day-light, when we proceeded on our journey, through the 

moft barren country I ever \ifited. Several of our Hottentots 
complained, and wanted much to return. After travelling all 
day and towards the evening, not diicerning any appearance 
of Water, the country every where being equally dry, we con- 
fulted with our guide, who feemed not perfeQly to know, whe- 
ther we had paffed the water or not. We all agreed to fet 
out with our guide In fearch of water, and leave the waggons 
under the care of a fervant of Colonel Gordon, and took with 
us a few bottles, that if we ihould be fortunate enough to 
find water, we might fend fome to our Hottentots, who had 
not tailed any for two days. After travelling about four miles^ 
we difcovered a fountain on the ihore, but which at high 
water was overflowed by the fea. This water was extremely 
difegreeable, and the quantity fo fmall as to be barely fufE- 
cient for ourfelves and our horfes. After flightly reftelhing 
ourfelves, Colonel Gordon and an Hottentot returned to the' 
waggon and took with them fome water for our fervants, while 
we determined to remain at the fountain. Here we ftiot fome 
Flamingoes, which we eat. About midnight one of our Hot- 
tentots arrived, who had been abfent from us two days ; he 
had ftiot a Chamois Bock, part of which he brought with him, 
and it proved good eating. 

The fiicceeding day we made an excurfion along the coaft, 
which is low and rocky, with ftrong furfs off fliore, which 
break about four miles from the land. We tried to fifli at 
fcveral places, without fuccefs, but the rocks were covered 
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widi Mufcles, and in the inlets, or finall bays, were numbers >779- 
of wild Ducks, many of which we ftiot ; but they were fo oily, ' — >--J 
as to prove very dilagreeable food. In my botanical refearches, 
I found a variety of Mezembrj'anthemum, which I had never 
feen before. 

After filling feme empty cafes, on the next day, we con- 
tinued our journey northward. Colonel Gordon and myfelf 
left the waggon at ten in the morning, and purfued our jour- 
ney along the ftiore, where we few feveral huts. Great num- 
bers of Ihells lay in heaps about thofe huts, which inclined us 
to fuppofe that the inhabitants fubfifted entirely on the filh 
which they contained. At about one mile diflant &om the 
ftiore we few a frnall illand where we obferved feveral pieces 
of wood ftuck into the ground ; but we could not perceive any" 
huts, and were convinced, by the number of Seals which we 
few every where round it, that at this time it was uninhabited. 
Along the ibore we obferved many bones of Seals. At nine 
in the evening we found that we had loft our way, and the 
guide advifed us to continue where we were till next morning. 
This day Colonel Gordon's companion left us, and promifed 
that he would return at night to the waggons. We accord- 
ingly made fires, that he might difcem where we were, but 
in vain. We feftened the cattle, and remained in this place 
during the n^ht. 

In the morning we continued our courfe north, through a 
fandy country. We obferved to the eaftward a high ridge of 
fandy liills evidently thrown up by the fouth-eaft winds, which 
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Mow here every day. At noon we dbferved we were in lat- 
' titude twenty-nine degrees, five minutes ; we then left the 
waggons, and direfied our courfe along the ftiore, which was 
much elevated. In the higheft rocks we found feveral petri- 
factions of ihells, fome of which were about an hundred and 
fifty feet above the furface of the fea. 

Colonel Gordon's cattle began to drop down in the waggon, 
having had neither grafs nor water for two days ; but my 
waggoners kept on their journey, and unknown to me lefi: 
the others behind. At nine in the evening we overtook my 
waggon, and found our people had been confulting whether or 
not they ihould return, as they had not the leaft profpeS of 
finding water. They fuppofed that Colonel Gordon's compa- 
nion had loft his way, and were in great doubt whether we 
{hould ever fee or hear of lum more. -About ten, one of the 
Hottentots arrived, who had left the waggon in company with 
liira, but parted the firft day. He brought the glad tidings, 
that he liad found a fountain of excellent water about fix miles 
to the northward, and brought a little with him m a calabafti. 
This animated us greatly, and next morning Colonel Gordon 
and Jacobus Van Renan returned to his waggon, while we 
dlrefted our courfe to the fountain, which we reached about 
ninCj and the others arrived at noon. This place not otJy 
jifForded us good water, but excellent grafs for our cattle, and 
variety of fucculent plants, fuch as Geraniums, Stapelias and 
Mezembryanthemums. This fountain is fituate between the 
two precipices, which were much decayed and worn. 
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We continued here a whole day in order to reft our cattle, 
and in the meanwhile Colonel Gordon arid myfelf made an ' 
excurfion to the fea, which was diftant about nine miles. We 
few many large Mimofe trees which had been thrown up by 
the ocean, and forae at the diftance of a mile from the water 
were almoft buried in the fand ; from thefe appearances we 
concluded we were not fer frcan the Great River. 

We direSed our courfe northward, on the fifteenth, and 
with much difficulty and fetigue we penetrated about ten 
nules, through a fandy country. In our road along the fllore 
we obferved the traces of human feet, which appeared fo recent 
that we concluded fome perfon had pafled that way on that 
day or the day preceding. We were in hopes that thefe might 
have been fome of the Hottentots who accompanied Mr. Pinar, 
Ck)lonel Gordon's companion. In the night we made fires as 
a fignal, but the fignal was not anfwered ; we concluded there- 
fore that they muft have been the wild natives ; and from 
finding the Ikin of a Seal, which was quite frefti, our conjec- 
ture was confirmed. We now loft all hopes of ever feeing 
Mr. Pinar again, as he had been feparated from us four days 
in thefe dreary defarts, without our having been able to difco- 
ver whither he could have direSed his fteps. 

During the following day our route hy to the notthwardi 
and at noon we palled two hills, which we had obferved during 
our journey the two prece^g days. As they were fituate at 
a very fmall diftance from each other, and were very fimilar in 
their figure and fize, we gave them the name of the Two 
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Brothers t and in this defolate region there was no one who 
I could difpute any denomination by ^hich we chofe to diftin- 
guiih whatever we met with. To the northward we difcovered 
a large valley about three miles diftant, but found there was 
no water. This Colonel Gordon called Benting's Valley. We 
were obliged to ftay here all n^ht, as our cattle was fo much 
fatigued that it was impoflible to proceed farther ; our guide 
informed us that we were then about eight miles from the 



Early in the morning, Colonel Gordon, Jacobus Van Renan 
and I, left the waggons and proceeded on our journey. In our 
way we found an Oftrich neft, containing thirty-four frelh 
eggs, which proved excellent food. We few feveral Zebras, 
Quachas, and Elks. At ten in the forenoon we arrived at the 
river, which appeared at once to be a new creation to us. After 
having palled nine days in croffing an arid and fultry defart, 
where no living animal was to be feen, and during which our 
cattle had but twice tafted the luxury of a drop of water. 
We here unfaddled our horfes and refreftied ourfelves by the 
fide of the river, under the fliade of a Willow, which hung 
over its banks ; and afterwards made an excurfion along the 
river to the eaftward, hoping that we fliould find fome appear- 
ance of our loft companion, who had been feven days abfent 
from the waggons. We obferved feveral old uninhabited huts, 
where were numbers of Baboons bones, with thofe of various 
other wild beafts. About a thoufend yards from the banks of 
the river, the country is extremely barren, and to the eaftward 
very mountamous. On thefe enunences there is fcarcely any 
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apparent vegetation ; but in the pldn part of the country to ^719- 
the weftward, I found a variety of the moft beautifiil plants, ' — ■ — ' 
particularly Geraniums and Afclepias ; but very few of the 
fiicculent kind. The banks of the river produce lofty trees 
peculiar to this country, fuch as Mimofa, Salix, and a fpecies of 
Rhus, called by the Dutch, Rezyne Houd. There are alfo a 
few trees of Ebony ; but to the eaftward it grows in ftill greater 
abundance. In the afternoon our waggon not being arrived, 
we returned the fame way we came, and found our people 
had taken a different direSion. We followed their track, and 
overtook them near the mouth of the river. 

In the evening we launched Colonel Gordon's boat, and 
hoifted Dutch colours. Colonel Gordon propofed firft to drink 
the States' health, and then that of the PriiKe of Orange, and 
the Company ; after which he gave the river the name of the 
Orange River, in honour of that Prince. We agreed to remain 
in this iituation a few days, and to vifit the oppofite fliore, as 
we had in this place very good pafture for our cattle. 

The following day, therefore, we employed ourfelves in 
fifhing, and towards the evening had the great fatis&fiion of 
once more beholding our loft companion, Mr. Pinar, who arri- 
ved with three of the Hottentots. They looked dreadfully ill, 
having travelled five days through fultiy defarts, over fandy 
hills and rocky mountains, without tailing food or fwallowing 
a drop of water. On the fifth day they difcovered a finall 
fountain, where they left one of the Hottentots, who was fo 
exhaufted that they had no expeSation he could ftirvive the 
Q. 
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aS ^y' ^' ^^'^"^ appeared to be much lefs injuied by Us unfor- 

c— <-»< tunate expedition than the Hottentots ; their eyes were funk 

in their heads, and they appeared more like dead than Kving 



We made an excurfibn, on the nineteenth, along the fliore^ 
where we found numbers of wild Geefe, Ducks, Flamingoes,, 
Pelicans, &c. The land forms a flat point, which extends, 
from the mouth of the river, north-weft half weft : the Two. 
Brothers, fouth-eaft by fouth, are diftant about twelve miles. 
The mouth is about half a mile in breadth ;. but is enclofed 
by a ridge of rocks which lie a mile from the flior^, in a di- 
redion eaft and weft, and which render it impoftible for fiiips> 
to enter the river. The land is extremely low and barren ; to^ 
the weftward, fandy ; and to the eaft, rocky. In the evening 
our Hottentot arrived, whom we had never expeSed to fe& 
again. 

The next day I crofted the river, in company with Colonel 
Cordon, and left the boat in order to make an excurCon to 
the weftward. Here we obferved the print of human feet, 
which appeared to us to be frefli. Upon this we refolved to 
purfue the track, and on our way law feveral (hares laid for 
the wild beafts. After travelling about five miles to the north- 
ward, we perceived fome of the natives on a fendy hillock, 
about one mile from us ; we made feveral fignals to them, but 
they feemed to be quite wild, and made their efcape. We 
continued to follow their path, which brought us to their habi- 
tation ; but we were ftill as unable to bring about any inter- 
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courfe with them as before ; for the whole family immediately ^779^ 
betook themfelves to flight, except a little Dog, which feemed > — >— J 
to be equally unacquainted with Europeans. Here we flayed 
fome time, and examined their huts. In them we found 
feveral fpecies of aromatic plants which they had been drying, 
and a few fkins of Seals. Their huts were much fuperior to 
thofe of the generality of Hottentots ; they were loftier, and 
thatched with grafs ; and were furnilhed with flools made of 
the back bones of the Grampus. Several fpecies of fifti were 
fufpended from poles ftuck into the ground. Having nothing 
about us which we thoi^ht would prove an acceptable prefent. 
Colonel Gordon cut the buttons from his coat, and depofited 
them among the aromatic plants which were drying. In the 
mean time we again obferved thefe natives at the fame place 
where we had firft difcovered them. We made every poffible 
fign in order to allure them to us, and difpatched one of our 
Hottentots, who fpoke to them and affured them we had no 
evil intention. After fome time. Colonel Gordon went to them 
while I remained at their huts with the guns, and after much 
perfuafion he induced them to return to their Kraal. They 
were eleven in number, and were the only natives who inha- 
bited this part of the country. We inquired after other nations, 
but they could give us no account, except of the Nimiquas, 
■whence we had juft come. A Nimiqua woman who lived 
with them, was the only one of the company who knew any 
thing of Europeans. Though few in number, they were go- 
verned by a chief, whofe name was Cout. The mode of living 
amongft thefe people was in the higheft degree wretched ; 
and they are apparently the dirtieft of all the Hottentot uibes- 
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"779i Their drefs is compofed of the {kins of Seals and Jackals, the 
w — <— ' flelh of which they eat. When it happens that a Grampus 
is caft aihore, they remove their huts to the place, and fubfift 
upon it as long as any part of it remains ; and in this manner 
it fometimes affords them fuftenance for half a year, though 
in a great raeafure decayed and putrified by the fun. They 
fmear their fkins with the oil or train ; the odour of which is 
fo powerful, that their approach may be perceived fome time 
before they prefent themfelves to the fight. They carry their 
water in the ftiells of Oftrich eggs, and the bladders of Seals, 
which they fhoot with bows. Their arrows are the fame as 
thofe of all the other Hottentots. 

Towards the evening we returned to our boat, accompanie(J 
by four of the natives. Our companions had been the whole 
day employed in fiftiing, witii tolerable fuccefs ; part of the 
fifli they had taken we gave to the ftrangers, which they 
thankfully received, and returned to their habitation. We 
next propofed to crofs the river to our waggons. The even- 
ing, however, being dark, our boat overloaded, and we totally 
ignorant of our courfe, we got into the furf, quite in the mouth 
of the river, and had a very narrow efcape. We were about 
half an hour in great danger ; but one of our Hottentots ob- 
ferving the fires made by our companions, we foon got into the 
right track. 

The following day we made an excurfion through the ndja.- 
cent country, but found no great variety of plants, except 
Geraniums. The next day we agmn crofTed the river, to 
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inquire whether there was any poffibility of proceeding on our ynt' 
journey to die eaftward ; but of this the natives feemed una- 1— v— " 
ble to give us any information. We obferved that all thofe 
people had loft the firft joint of their little finger ; the reafon 
they gave for cutting it off was, that it was a cure for a parti- 
cular ficknefs to which they were fubjeft when young. 

The laft day we intended to remam at this part of the river, 
we employed in fifhing, and were vifited by our friends from, 
the oppofite fliore. I obferved they eat, with a very good ap- 
petite, fome old (hoes which fome of our Hottentots gave them. 
Their own ihoes are made of a piece of leather which merely 
defends the foles of their feet from thorns, and is in general 
faftened to their toes and ankle. As we obferved a great num- 
ber of huts along the (hore which were uninhabited, and yet 
found only eleven perfons dwelling in this part of the country, 
we conjeSured that by fome accident feveral of thefe people 
had perilhed. Thofe that remain are diftinguifhed by the 
name of the Shore Boflimen. By a very accurate obfervation 
we found the mouth of the river to be in latitude twenty- 
eight degrees, thirty-three minutes ; the longitude differs but 
little from that of the Cape. 

The morning, of the twenty-fifth, we profecuted our journey 
to the eaftward, keeping along the banks of the river, being 
informed that there were many Hippopotami, one of which we 
were quite near ; but we had left our guns in the waggon, 
which occafioned us much vexation, as we had fcarcely any 
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a'"« provifion for our Hottentots. We ftill continued our courfe 
<■ — »— ' to the eaftward, coUefting different pknts. 

In tKe afternoon we met Jacobus Van Renan, who had been 
about fix miles to the eaftward, and had only feen the prints 
of three Hippopotami, which feemed to be frefti, and he 
believed they were gone to the mouth of the river. We in- 
formed him of that which we had feen, and he fired feveral 
ihots at the animal, but without being able to give him a mor- 
tal wound. 

In the evening, Sebaftian Van Renan, and Mr. Pinar, re- 
turned to the waggon, and acquainted us that there were a 
nimiber of Lions about twelve miles to the eaftward, attraSed 
by a dead Elephant which had been fliot by Mr. Pinar during 
the time he was abfent fromi the waggons. 

We continued oiu' excurfion to the eaftward, through a 
hilly country, and the moft barren I ever faw. The hills were 
naked and decayed, with hardly a plant to be feen upon them ; 
in the lower parts there were here and there a little grafs : 
from thefe appearances we judged that it would be in vain to 
think of proceeding ferther. We agreed, therefore, to remain 
a few days, and if poffible, to flioot fome game for provifion 
on our way through the dry country we had to pafs. Mr. 
Pinar, however, refolved to direft his courfe to the eaftward, 
and took with him five Hottentots, each of whom was pro- 
vided T(nth a gun. While we remained here, I found a plant 
which the Hottentots ufe to procure fire by friSion. I found 
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it to be of the clafe Tetrandria Monyginia. The plant I ob- ^"9^ 
fcrved about an hundred miles to the eaftward, on the fame '■ — ■ — ' 
river which I had vifited in the courfe of the preceding 
year. 

We fent oar Hottentots out in fearch of game, on the 
Wenty-feventhj while I employed myfelf in eoUeSing plants ; 
ene of them returned who had Ihot a Hart, which fupplied us 
for three days ; and Jacobus Van Renan wounded an Hippo- 
potamus ; but it Iwam to a place on the oppofite fide, where 
there was no poffibility of approaching it. 

On the twenty-e^hth of Ai^ft, we prepared our waggon 
for our departure ; and the twenty-ninth, of the following 
evening, left the river, intending to travel in the night, which 
we conceived would be better for our cattle. After travelling 
about three hours, our dogs attadced a herd of Zebras, which 
were at a little diftance from the wagons ; they feemed not 
in the leaft ihy, and we Ihot two of them, \«Uch detained 
TO about an hour ; part of the ilefti we took with us, and it 
proved very good food. On paffmg the Two Brothers, we 
ebferved a fire which we fuppofed was made by three of our 
Hottentots who had left us in the morning. We travelled 
till four in the morning, when we unyoked our bullocks in a 
dry fandy plain. 

During the thirty-firft, we continued our journey to the 
Deepe Kloaf, or Water Val, where we refled ; and in the 
evening, of the following day, proceeded on. our route till about 



yGoosIe 



TRAVELS IN AFRICA. 

"ber "•"" '" """ "'"■'"'"g- The next day we arrived at the Great, 

' or Sea Fountain. On our way we killed feveral Snakes, one 

in particular, called the Horned Snake ; this fpecies meafures 

from twelve to eighteen inches long, and is fuppofed to be very 

venomous. 

On the third of September we continued our journey through 
the defart, but were obliged to flop in order to reft our oxen, 
which were fo much fatigued that it was impoffible to proceed 
ferther, when we were about twelve miles from the Coulie, or 
Sand River. 

We proceeded on the evening of the fourth, and next 
morning arrived at the river, where we refted the follomng 
day, having excellent grafs and water for our oxen. 

On the fixth, we profecuted our journey thence to the Small 
Nimiqua Land, and flopped that night on the fame river, about 
eight miles to the eaftward of Rhinoceros Fountain, which we 
iiad before vifited. Our provifion hegna to be fliort ; but one 
of the Hottentots determined, notwithftanding this circum- 
•ftance, not to be deprived of his meal, contrived during the 
night to rob the others of their flioes, which he completely 
devoured. 

From this place we continued our journey to Cock Foun- 
tain, where we arrived on the eleventh. Here we were vifited 
by feveral Nimiquas, who brought us milk, for which we were 
very thankful, and gave them fome tobacco and Dacka in 



yGoosIe 



FOURTH JOURNEY. 

return. Among thefe Hottentots was our guide Pedro, who 
had left us a few days before ; there were alfo two captains, 
one of whom had a cane, dated feventeen hundred and five, 
and his name engraved on the top of it, Vulcan ; and the 
other had one with the name, Jephtah. 

In the morning I dispatched a Hottentot to Hermannias 
Engelbright, defiring him to fend us a fupply of frefti cattle, 
in order to enable us to afcend a fteep hill which lay in our 
next day's journey. , 

On our firft arrival amongft our hofpitable friends, we were 
quite invigorated, and delighted with the appearance of every 
thing around us. We had exchanged a country untrodden by 
human feet, or only inhabited by the moft wretched of favages, 
for the fociety of friends and generous hofis, and after a jour- 
ney of fix weeks, through dry and fultry defarts, found our- 
felves in a land adorned with flowers of the moft beautiful 
colours. The contraft was truly exhilirating, though it was 
not unexpeSed. Moft of the plants in this part of the coun- 
try were well known to me, fuch as Ixias, Gladiolus, Gerani- 
ums, and a great variety of Orchifes, which are produced in 
tlie marfties. We agreed to remain here a few days, during 
which I loft my companion, Colonel Gordon, who intended to 
direft his courfe to the eaftward in fearch of a nation, called 
Briquas, of the Caffre tribe. My intention was to proceed to 
the northward, to crofs the Orange River, and to vifit the 
Great Nimiqua Land. During my ftay at this place, I made 
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I779- feverai excurfions alone the mountains, where I added confi- 

aeptember. ° ' ^ 

> — >— ' derably to my colleflion. 

We prevailed upon our friend, Hermaimias Engelbright, to 
accompany us in our intended expedition ; and he took with 
him three good horfes. We then direfted our courfe north, 
over a rugged path, involved in many turnings between the 
branches of the Camis Berg ; and in the evening of the twenty- 
fecond, came to a Hottentot village, which conlified of eleven 
huts, where we flayed all night. 

The next day we continued our journey to the houfe of one 
Vander Hever, where we remained till the following evening, 
and then proceeded on our journey till midnight, when we 
reached the Copper Mountain. The water at this place was 
brackiih. 

In the afternoon of the twenty-fifth, we proceeded to the 
Small Copper Bergs Fountain, where we had tolerably good 
water. Here I made an excurCon along the hills, which have 
all a ru^ed appearance, .ind moft of them contmn copper 
ore. 

We continued our journey to the Small Brack Fountain, 
where we faw the frelh print of Lions, and proceeded to the 
Great Brack Fountain. Here we met feverai Hottentots who 
had been at the Great Nimiqua Land, exchanging cattle for 
beads and tobacco. They told us that the river was paffable, 
but feemed rather to fwell when they left it, which was the 
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day before. We flayed here a couple of days, and ranged the '^n^ 
adjacent part of the country, where I found feveral plants that >^ — •> 
I had never before obferved. 

We next direSed our courfe north by eaft, through a fandy 
plain ; and after travelling about four miles, found a large 
rock of a conical figure, where was a fmall fountain of frefli 
water. There were feveral Hottentots who came from the 
Orange River. One of them was a good markCnan, and on 
that account we took him with us. After travelling till next 
day, we were obliged to flop to reft our cattle at about the 
diftance of fix miles from the river. 

On the firft of OSober I left the waggon, in company with 
Mr. Van Renan and Engelbright, and direfted my courfe to 
the river. On our firft arrival we were all in great hopes that 
it was paffable, but were foon convinced (rf the contrary. We 
then refolved to proceed to the eaftward, and after fome days 
arrived at a Hottentot vill^e, fituate by a large wood on the 
banks of the river. Here we were informed that Colonel 
Gordon was about one day's journey to the eaftward, and that 
he intended to leave his boat at that place. I fent one of the 
Hottentots to beg him to allow us to make ufe of it, in order 
to tranfport ourfelves over the river, which was otherwife im- 
paffable ; but before he returned the river began to decreafe 
with great rapidity. 

On the feventh I made an excurfion through the woods. 
I found them inhabited by variety of Birds and Monkies, which 
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oa'ber "^ exceedingly ftiy. They live on the gum of the Mimola 
1 — • — -> Nilitlco. There are feveral paths made by Elephants and Hip- 
popotami. The country is every where equally barren ; the 
foil is a loofe fandy clay. Along the banks of the river was 
good grafs. Here the river divides itfelf into three branches, 
which are each about a mile broad. 

We faw feveral fires to the eaftward ; and on the fourteenth 
■we went over the river. The ftream was fo rapid that we 
liad much difficulty in crofling it. We had all our neceflaries 
packed upon oxen, which I hired from the Hottentots for that 
purpofe ; and this night encamped under a large Ebony tree, 
about eight miles to the northward of the jiver. 

We next direSed our courfe eaft north-eafl, through a hilly 
country ; and at noon paiTed the Lions River, the banks of 
which are in general inhabited by thofe animals. The country 
is extremely barren, and covered with finall {harp ftones, wWch 
proved very injurious to our horfes hoofs. In the evening we 
arrived at a finall brackiih fountain, where we flayed all night, 
and the next day our way lay through a narrow path between 
two high mountains. At noon we law feveral of the natives, 
who were in fearch of wild honey. I found here the moft 
beautiful plant I ever faw of the Pentandria Monogynia clafs. 
It grows to fix feet high, and is full of loi^ fpines fi-om the 
ground to the tops, and forms a large crown of crifped leaves, 
and reddilh tubelar flowers, tinged with yellow and green. In 
the afternoon we came to a fountain of brackifti water, where 
we flayed all night, bemg mformed by the natives that there 
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were numbers of the Camelopardalis in this neighbourhood, '779- 
one of which we were very defirous of fliooting, as it is a beaft ^-.■^Ji 
fo httle known to Europeans, that even its exiftence has been 
doubted. 

Towards the evening I made an excurCon to a hill whicht 
was at a little diftance from us. When I gained the fummit 
I few feveral of the natives near a wood of Mimofa, to whom 
I immediately endeavoured to approach. On my arrival I 
feund they were eating the gum of the trees, on which indeed 
a great part of tliefe people fubCft. They were dreffed exaftly- 
as the inhabitants of the Small Nimiqua Land ; fome in the 
fldns of Jackals, and others in the Jkins of Marmottes, fewed 
together ; thefe animals, being very numerous in this part of 
the country. Their habitation was about three miles from 
the fountain, which I vifited in the evening ; it conCfted 
of fix huts. Their iheep are very different from thofe near 
the Cape ; thefe having much longer tails, and being covered 
with hair inftead of wool, which at a diftance gives them 
more the appearance of dogs than of fheep. 

On the feventeenth we direSed our courfe north-eaft, to a- 
fmall fountain of water ; and took with us fome of the natives 
who knew the country. On our arrival we were obliged to 
dig pits in the fand before we could come at the water. This 
day we made an excurfion through the country, which is level 
and high. Here we had an extenfive view to the fouthward 
of the Orange River ; and to the northward of a large plain, 
bounded at about the diftance of four days journey by a range 
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■779' of mountains in a direftion from eaft to weft. As I before 

O^tobor. 

>. — . — I obferved, there is no defcent on the inland fide of thefe 
mountains, equal to the afcent which we encounter as we 
proceed from the fea ; in general, a flight defcent terminates 
an extenfive plain till we come to the next ; and thus the 
farther the traveller proceeds inland, the higher he finds the 
Ctuation. Tliefe mountains we were informed was prt of the 
Brenas, or Brequas. In this plain grows a fpecies of Mimofa 
peculiar to this part of the countrjr ; and alfo a beautiful flirub, 
called the Wild Apricot; of this I could procure no perfeS 
fpecimen, the fruit being ripe at this time. The country is 
here inhabited by Zebras, Rhinocerofes, Camelopardalifes, 
Koedoes, &c. 

We refted our Tiorfes during the next day, intending after- 
■wards to direft our courfe weft north-weft towards a hot bath. 
In our way we &w fix Camelopardalifes, which we purfued ; 
one of them, my companion, Mr. Van Renan, fliot ; it proved 
to be a male ; the flun and Ikeleton of which I preferved ; the 
dimenfions were, 

Feet. Inches. 
Tlie height of his natural pofition, from the hoof 
to the top of the horns, - - - 14 9 

Ditto from the hoof to the fhoulder, - 9 7' 

Ditto from the hind hoof to the rump, - 8 1 1 

Length of the fore legs, ... 57 

Ditto of the hind legs, - - - 5-61 

Ditto of the mane from the head to the ftioulders, 5 af 
Ditto of the body from die ftioulder to the rump, 5 9 
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Circumference of the neck below, 


. 


. 


Feet. Inches. 

5 o 


^&. 


Ditto in the middle, 


. 


- 


2 lO 




Ditto at the head, 


- 


. 


2 I 




Length of the neck, 


- 


- 


5 3 




Ditto of the tail without the hair. 




- 


2 9i 




Ditto mth the hair. 


. 


. 


4 lof 




Breadth of the hind hoof, 


- 


. 


o 51 




Length of ditto, 


- 


- 


o 8i 




Ditto of the fore hoof. 


- 


- 


o 8t 




Breadth of ditto, 


- 


- 


o 5* 




Length of the horns. 


- 


. 


I oi 




Diftance between ditto, 


- 


- 


o 3 





Length, of the hair of the mane from three to four inches, 
and of a reddifh colour*. Thefe animals chiefly fubfift upon 
the Mimofa, and wild Apricots. Their colour is in general 
reddiih, or dark brown and wliite, and fome of them black 
and white ; they are cloven footed ; have four teats ; their 
tail refembles that of a bullock ; but the hair of the tail is 
much ftronger, and in general black ; they have eight fore 
teeth below, but none above, and fix grinders, or double teeth, 
on each fide above and below ; the tongue is rather pointed 
and rough ; they have no footlock hoofs ; they are not fwift, 
but can continue a long chafe before they flop ; which may be 
the reafon that few of them are (hot. The ground is fo fliarp 
that a horfe is in general lame before he can get within fliot 

• The ITcin is now ftuftcd, and in the poflefllon of John Hunter, ECq. Leiceiler Square. 
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' 779- of them, which was the cafe with our horfes, otherwife I fliould 
'^^ — I have preferved two perfeS fpecimens of a male and female. 
It is difficult to diftinguifti diem at any diftance, from the 
length of their body, which, together with the length of their 
neck, gives them the appearance of a decayed tree. During 
our ftay at this place my companions wounded two Rhinoce- 
jrofes. 

The following day I ohferved thunder clouds to the eaft- 
•ward ; and being apprehenfive of the river becoming impaff- 
able, we agreed to return the fame way to our waggons, being 
informed by the natives, that after the appearance of fuch 
clouds to the eaftward, they had feen the river impalTable in 
two days, and had frequently known it to continue fo till the 
month of May. The twenty-firft at night we croffed the 
river with fafety, and our Hottentots and oxen arrived on the 
twenty-fecond. 

We were here vifited by fome of the Bufli Hottentots, 
who had come from the eaftward. Here alfo we parted from 
our friend and companion, Hermannius Engelbright, who went 
on before us. 

After remaining a few days on the banks of the river, 
we prepared our waggon, with an Intention of proceeding on 
our journey ; but a ftorm came on from the fouth-weft, which 
obliged us to ftay all night. This tempeft began at noon 
and continued till midnight, during which time it blew down 
feveral large trees ; and ftones of a large frze were hurled by 
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the force of the wind up very confiderable precipices. When ■"79- 

. ^ ^ November. 

the ftorm abated, we continued our journey to the Small ■ — ^— / 
Nimiqua Land, where we arrived after a journey of five 
days, at the houfe of our companion, Engelbr^ht, who 
informed us, that one of his horfes was devoured by a Lion, 
the fecond day after he parted from us. We remained here a 
few days in order to refreih ourfelves, and to reft our cattle. 

On the fourth of November, we took leave of our friend, 
and direSed our courfe towards the Bokke Veld, making ftiort 
ftays, in fearch of plants. 

Mr. Van Renan and I left the w^gon on the tenth, and 
in the evenir^ arrived at the houfe of Mrs. Ryck. The next 
day we fent frelh oxen to our waggon, which arrived on the 
eleventh, in the evening. After a ftay of a few days in this 
place, we continued our journey to the north-eatt, towards 
the Boflimens Land. In the evening we arrived at the houfe 
of Jacobus Van Renan, where were about thirty of the Hot- 
tentots, who had made peace with the Dutch, were retained 
in their fervice, and proved more faithful fervants than thofe 
who had been brought up in fubjefiion to the Dutch, 

In the morning we a little altered our direction, and tra- 
velled to the northward, and at night arrived at a brackifh 
fountain, fituate on a river, called by the Hottentots, Camdinie 
Rivier, where we remained all night on being informed that 
there were numbers of Antelopes, called Spring Bocks, in this 
neighbourhood, which we intended to have the amufement of 
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'779- {hooting at the next day. The foil of this country is of a 

November. ° •' . i i j n^L 1- 

>— N — ' fandy loam, and the water is every where bad. The chniate 
and produce of the country are much the fame as in the vici- 
nity of the Orange River. 

On the following morning we left the waggon, and direfted 
our courfe north, and after afcending a high hill, we entered 
a large plain to the northward. It was covered with the Me- 
zembrianthemum Tuburonim. Here we prepared to enjoy 
the enterta'mment which had induced our ftay on the banks 
of the Camdinie Rivier. The Antelopes divided themfelves 
into large flocks of at leaft twenty or thirty thoufand in each 
flock. We purfued them from eight In the morning till noon, 
and killed and wounded feveral ; and the Hottentots who ac- 
companied us, fliot feveral with their poifoned arrows, in tlie 
ufe of which they are ejipert. In the afternoon we continued 
our journey to a place, called the Kibilkow, where was a Hot- 
tentot's Kraal. We were here vifited by four captains, or 
chiefs, who amufed us during the whole night. 

I made an excurfion, on the twenty-firft, through part of 
the country in fearch of plants, but difcovered few in flower. 
I found a fpecies of Flint here, which is ufed by the Hotten- 
tots in making their harpoons, and efteemed by them as 
preferable to iron for this purpofe. 

From this place we returned to the Bokke Veld, and arrived 
there after a journey of four days. We thence direSed our 
courfe towards die Windhoek, where we arrived in a few 
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days more. In our way we had heavy ftiowers of rain, ac- „ ''"^. 
companied with thunder and lightning j and I was neceflarily '— -'^— ' 
detained at the Windhoek by the inclemency of the weather. 
I did not, however, remain inaSive in this fituation, but added 
confiderably to my colledion of plants, as I was fortunate 
enough to find feveral beautiful evergreens in flower. There 
is one -of this tribe in particular which grows to the height of 
about twenty feet, the fruit of which the peafants ufe as 
an ingredient for poifoning the Hyenas. The procefs in pre- 
paring this pernicious vegetable is very fimple. They firft 
dry the fruit, and then grind it Into a powder, which they 
rub over a piece of flelh, and throw it into places which are 
infefted by thefe fierce animals. Upon eating the flefti, the 
Hyenas are fo immediately poifoned as generally to be found 
at a very little diflance from the place where it was thrown. 
This fruit is conveyed through the whole country fcr this 
purpofe. 

The land in this part of the country is fruitful, and produ- 
ces Com and excellent Fruit ; but the fouth-eaft winds, which 
blow fi'om the mountains in the manner they do at the Cape, 
frequently proves as pernicious to the rifing grain as they do 
at that place. 

On the fixth of December I parted with my hofpitable 
friend, Niuve Houds, and was convoyed by his two fons 
through the Elephants River, which I expeSed to find im- 
paflable. The water was fo deep that it came up to our 
laddies. The feme day we arrived at the Heer Lodfeiment. 
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■779 I then left the waggon and direSed my courfe through a fandy 
>. — . — ' plain, to the houfe of Mrs. Low, fituate in the Long Valley. 

On the eighth my waggon arrived, and the following day 
I was fupplied with a team of frefli oxen, and direded my 
courfe to the Berg Valley, where I ftayed two days, making 
excurfions through part of the country, in which I collefted 
feveral plants. When we arrived at the Croife, we remained 
there all night, and on the fucceedlng day proceeded on our 
journey along the Picquet Berg. At night we arrived at the 
houfe of Abert Honna Cambt, where I continued two days, 
and made an excurfion to the mountain. 

We then proceeded on our journey, and arrived at Rie 
Beck's Caftiel, at the houfe of Mr. Droyer, where I vifited 
the Roode Sand, or Land Van Waveren, which is fituate to 
the eaftward of Rie Beck's Caftiel. This is a plea&nt and 
fruitful country, bounded by the large chain of mountains 
which are terminated on the eaft by Hottniqua Land, and on 
the weft by the chain of mountains which begin at Cape Falfe, 
they join to the northward, where the mountain is called 
the Winter Hocks Berg. This mountain is extremely high ; 
and during a confiderable part of the year its fummit is co- 
vered with fnow. To the eaftward is a pleaiant country, 
called the Goudinnie, where there is a hot bath. The Breed 
Rivler has its fource in this place, and to the eaftward is 
joined by the Hexen River, or Witches River. Along the 
weft fide of the chain of mountains, which begms at Cape 
Falfe, is fituate the Parel and Draken Styne, a well watered 
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and fruitful country, which extends to tlie fouthward, and ■3'''''; 
joins Stillen Bofch. The only produce of this country is Wine. 1— v-^ 

In the courfe of this journey I have had frequent occafion to 
mention the Mimofas, which abound particularly in the Great 
Nimiqua Land ; and I cannot clofe my Journal, without once 
more calling the reader's attention to a vegetable produflion, 
which muft ftrike every traveller with aftonifliment ; not only 
fiom its uncommon fize, but from the different ufes for which 
Nature feems to have intended it.* It produces quantities of 
Gum, which is confidered by the natives as a peculiarly deli- 
cate fpccies of food ; the leaves and lower points of the branches 
feem to conftitute the principal aliment of the CamelopardaUs ; 
and, from the extent of its boughs, and fmoothnefs of the 
trunk, it affords a fufEcient defence to a fpecies of gregarious 
bird+ againft the tribe of ferpents, and other reptiles, which 
■would otherwife deftroy its eggs. 

The method in which thefe birds ufually fabricate their 
nefts is highly curious. In that of which I have given a re- 
prefentation in the annexed plate, there could be no lefs a 
number than from eight hundred to a thoufand refiding under 
the fame roof. I call it a roof, becaufe it perfeflly refembles 
that of a thatched houfe, and the ridge forms an angle fo acute 
and fo fmooth, projeSing over the entrance of the neft below, 
that it is impoffible for any reptile to approach them. 

* See the plate* f See the Loxia plate. 
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•DoSer Their induftry feems almoft equal to that of the beej 
i--t--J throughout the day they appear to be buGly emplc^ed in car- 
rying a fine (pedes of grafs, which is the principal material 
they employ for the purpofe of ereSing this extraordinary 
work, as well as for additions and repairs. Though my ftiott 
ilay in the country was not fufficient to fatisfy me by ocular 
proof, that they added to their neft as they annually increafed 
in numbers, ftill from the many trees which I have feen bom 
down with the weight, and others which I have ob&rved with 
their boughs completely covered over, it would appear that 
this really was the cafe ; when the tree, which is the fupport c«f 
this acriel city, is obliged to give way to the incteafe of weight, 
it is obvious that they are no longer protefled, and aiie under 
the neceffity of rebuilding in other trees. 

One of ihefe deferted nefts I had the curiofity to break 
down, fo as to inform myfelf of the internal flrufture of it, and 
found it equally ingenious with that of the external. There 
are many entrances, each of which forms a regular ftreet, with 
nefts on both fides, at about two inches diAance from each 
other. 

The grafs with which they build it called, the Bolhman's 
grafs ; and I believe the feed of it to be their principal food ; 
though on examining their nefts I found the wings and legs of 
different infeas. From every appearance the nefi, which I 
difleded, had been inhabited for many years ; and fome parts 
of it were much more complete than others : this, therefore, I 
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conceive nearly to amount to a proof that the animals added to D^Jf^^ 
it at different times, as they found necefiary, from the increafe '■ -'■ •* 
of the family, or rather I ihould fay, the nation or community. 

Upon leaving Rie Beck's Caftiel, I direfled my courfe 
through Swart Land, towards the Groena Kloaf, where I arri- 
ved the following day, and found the formers engaged in: 
gathering in their harveft. 

In the evening of the twenty-firft of December, I arrived! 
at the Cape, after a journey of fix months and five days.. 
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OBSERVATIONS 

ON 

THE THERMOMETER, ITINDS, AND WEATHER- 

KEPT OH 

THE SECOND JOURNEY, 

AT THB 

CAPE OF GOOD HOPE, 

FROM THE TWEMTY-SECOND OF MAY TO THE EIGHTEENTH OF NOVEMBER I778. 



MAY. 



Month. 


Days. 


rlours 


I'hermom. 
in the (hade. 


■Iherm. 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarlis on the weather. 


May 


22 


12 

4 
8 


57 
61 
60 

59 


59 
61 
61 


N. W. 

Strong N. W. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy, with flying (bowers. 

Cloudy. 

Heavy (howers of rain. 

Cloudy. 


23 


8 
12 

4 
8 


60 
62 
61 

59 


60 
64 
63 


N. W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy, with flying Ihowers. 

Clear. 

Ditto. 

Cloudy, with heavy (bowers. 


24 


8 
12 

4 
8 


61 
60 


62 
64 


Strong N. W. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy. 

Clear. 

Heavy rain. 

Cloudy, with fmall (howers. 
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Month. 


Days 


Hours 


Thermom. 
,n the Ihade. 


therm, 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


May 


25 


8 
12 

4 
8 


60 
61 
60 
59 


61 

62 
61 


Strong N.W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Clotidy, with ikying fhowers. 

Heavy rain. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


26 


8 
12 

4 
8 


60 
62 
60 

59 


60 
61 
61 


Strong N. W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Calm. 


Cloudy. 

tieavy clouds to the N. W. 

Clear. 

Cloudy. 


27 


8 
12 

4 
8 


61 
62 
61 

59i 


61 
64 
62 


N.W. 

3mall breeze at S.E. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 


Cloudy. 
Clear. 
Ditto. 
Fine. 


2iJ 


8 
12 

4 
8 


57 
61 

59 
54 


57 
62 
6+ 


North. 

N.W. 

Ditto. 

Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 
Ditto. 

Heavy rain, with Tquillt ; at fix (p. m.) thcira.js 

dain and hail. 


29 


8 

12 
t 


It 
5° 
54 


56 
59 

55 


S.W. 
Ditto. 

N.W. 


Cloudy. 
Ditto. 

aao, with raioi on the fummit of the hills fiiow. 

Heavy rain ; lightning in S. E. 


30 


12 

t 


45 
50 
50 
5' 


47 
57 
55 


N.W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy J heavy morning dew. 
Cloudy i Ihowers of fmall rain. 

Ditto whh rain i the hill» coveted with faow. 

Lightning in S. E. 


3' 


8 
12 

4 
8 


50 
5' 
49 
49 


50 
52 
5' 


N.W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy. 
Ditto. « 
Small rain. 
Flying Ihotaters. 
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JUNE. 



Month 


Days. 


Hourt 


Ihi-rmom. 
in the Ihade. 


Tn.T,n. 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


June 


I 


8 


5° 


50 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


5' 


54 


Ditto. 


Heavy rain. 






4 


49 


5° 


Strong N. W. 


Ditto. 






8 


47 




N. W. 


Cloudy. 


2 


8 


55 


55J 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


6o 


67 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


59 


64 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


59 




Ditto. 


Rain. 


3 


8 


5° 


52 


N. W. 


Heavy rain. 






12 


S<> 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


54 


56 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


55 




S. E. 


Clear. 


4 


8 


53 


53 


N.W. 


Rain. 






12 


54 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


5^ 


56 


Ditto. 


Cloudy, with (howcry finall rain. 






8 


5' 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


5 


8 


54 


55 


S. E. 


Clear. 






12 


62 


67 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


61 


65 


North. 


Ditto. 






8 


55 




N.W. 


Fine. 


6 


8 


53 


53 


N.W. 


Clear. 






12 


60 


ii 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


55 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


52 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


7 


8 


55 


i,,..p<*e 


N.W. 


In the morning, dew. 






12 


60 


67 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


57 


64 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 




"T 


8 


52 






Ditto. 


8 


5° 


57 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


56 


59 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






J 


56 


58 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






52 




Ditto. 


Fine. 


9 


8 


54 


56 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


6a 


65 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


59 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Strong dew. 
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0S6ERVATI0NSON THE THERMOMETER, WIND8> AND WEATHER. 



^onth 


D.y.. 


Hours 


rhermom. 
in the {hade. 


the,^. 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


June 


10 


8 


5° 


5' 


N.W. 


The ground wet with dew. 






12 


6i 


68 


S. E. 


Fine and clear. 






t 


5» 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






5< 




Ditto. 


Ditto, with dew. 


1 i 


8 


S° 


5" 


S.E. 


Clear ; in the morning, dew. 






12 


59 


63 


Ditio. 


Dhto. 






4 


57 


59 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Fine. 


12 


8 


57 


5' 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


54 


55 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


53 


55 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


5° 




Ditto. 


Ditto, 


'3 


8 


51 


58 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


54 


59 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


52 


56 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


52 




Ditto. 


Clouds to the 8. W. 


'4 


8 


48 


49 


S.E. 


Cloudy, with fmall rain. 






12 


51 


60 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


52 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


'5 


8 


5' 


52 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


56 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


55 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


5' 




Ditto. 


rhe hills covered with fnow. 


i6 


8 


50 


50 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


52 


53 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


5° 


51 


Diito North. 


Clear. 






8 


48 




North. 


Ditto. 


'7 


8 


S> 


5' 


S. E. 


Clear j in the morning, dew. 






12 


54 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


53 


56 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


52 




Ditto. 


Fine and clear. 


i8 


8 


5- 


^t 


South. 


Cloudy. 






12 


60 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


55 


58 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


53 




S.E. 


Ditto, with lightning in the Eaft. 


'9 


8 


47 


48 


S. b. 


Cloudy. 






12 


50 


57 


Ditto. 


Rain. 






4 


49 


5' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


43 




South. 


Clear. 
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14,1. 



Month 

June 


Days 


Hours 


Thcrmom. 
in the Ihade. 


i herm. 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


20 


~T 


50 


5° 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


56 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


54 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


J' 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


21 


8 


47 


5° 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


5' 


54 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4- 


50 


5' 


Ditto. 


Small rain. 






8 


48 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


22 


8 


47 


48 


N.W. 


Strong dew. 






12 


52 


60 


North. 


Fine. 






4 


5° 


58 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


49 




N.W. 


Ditto. 


'3 


8 


50 


Ji 


N. W. 


Dew. 






12 


5' 


5< 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


49 


50 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


45 




Ditto. 


Cloudy with fmall rain. 


2+ 


8 


45 


46 


N.W. 


Strong dew. 






12 


56 


60 


Ditto. 


Fine. 






4 


54 


6a 


Ditto. 


Clouds to the N. and W. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


25 


8 


44 


44 


N.W. 


The ground white with froft. 






12 


5° 


60 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


5° 


56 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


45 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


26 


8 


43 


45 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


5° 


55 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


49 


49 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


46 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


27 


8 


43 


44 


N.W. 


Strong troft. 






12 


5° 


5J 


Ditto. 


Squally and cloudy. 






4 


45 


46 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


43 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


28 


8 


43 


(i.eipoferf 


Strong N. W. 


tieavy rain and hail. 






12 


47 


5° 


Ditto. 


Rain. 






4 


44 


45 


Ditto. 


Several ihowers of hail and rain. 






8 


4« 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


29 


8 


43 


44 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


45 


48 


Strong N. W. 


Ditto. 






4 


44 


46 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


43 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 












k 
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atSERTATIOHl SM THB TREXHOMITEK, WIHBI. AND WEATHER. 



Month. 


Days. 


Hours 


Thermom. 
in the Ihade. 


1-B.rm. 
inthefun. 


Wimls. 


Remarks on the weather. 


June 


30 


8 

12 

4 
8 


46 

5' 

45 
43 


46 
60 

SO 


N. W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Clear. 
Ditto. 
Cloudy. 
Clear. 
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JULY. 



Month 


Days 


Hours 


Th„moo,. 
in the Oude. 


i'herm. 
inthefun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


July 


1 


8 


45 


47 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


49 


64 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


47 


50 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


46 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


2 


8 


JO 


57 


North. 


Clear, with heavy dew. 






12 


54 


60 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


5« 


56 


Ditto. 


Small rain. 






8 


5° 




Strong liitto. 


Cloudy. 


1" 


8 


5° 


5; 


N. W, 


Clear. 






12 


57 


61 


Ditto. 


Fine. 






4 


54 


60 


South. 


Clouds towards the ibutbward. 






8 


5' 




S. W. 


Heavy rain. 


4 


,8 


43 


44 


Calm. 


Hard froft. 






12 


5° 


57 


Small biMzeN.W. 


Clear. 






4 


5° 


54 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 




~ 


8 


47 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 




8 


43 


44 


Noith. 


Froft. 






12 


5° 


54 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


47 


5' 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


45 


5° 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


6 


8 


47 


48 


N. W. 


Froft. 






12 


5' 


53 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


49 


49 


Ditto. 


Heavy rain. 






8 


+6 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1~ 


8 


5° 


50 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


55 


57 


Calm. 


Ditto. 






4 


5° 


5' 


Ditto. 


Heavy rain. 






8 


47 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


8 


8 


49 


49 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


5° 


5> 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


49 


49 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


45 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


9 


8 


48 


49 


Weft. 


Clear. 






12 


50 


56 


N.W. 


Ditto. 






4 


47 


54 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


4'; 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHEK. 



Monlh 


Days. 


Hours 


Ihermom. 
In the Oiade. 


The™, 
n the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


J^ 


lo 


8 


45 


46 


N. W. 


rhc ground wliite with iroll. 






12 


bo 


64 


Ditto. 


Fine. 






4 


54 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


47 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


II 


8 


40 


41 


N. W. 


Hard froft. 






12 


61 


66 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


55 


6i 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Froft. 


12 


8 


SS 


60 


N. W. 


Fine. 






12 


63 


67 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


59 


63 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


'3 


8 


45 


47 


North. 


Fine. 






12 


59 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


56 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


47 




Ditto. 


Cloudi toward, K.W. heaer raia till midiHght. 


■4 


8 


46 


5° 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


54 


63 


Ditto, 


Ditto. 






4 


54 


62 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


45 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


IJ 


8 


43 


42 


North. 


Cloudy. 






12 


56 


61 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


54 


60 


N.W. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


i6 


8 


45 


47 


N.W. 


Clear. 






12 


57 


60 


L>itto. 


Ditto. 






4 


53 


56 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


46 




Ditto. 


Cloudy JO the N.W. 


'7 


8 


5° 


5" 


Nortli. 


Fine. 






12 


Si 


65 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


57 


59 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


5' 




Ditto. 


Fine. 


i8 


8 


45 


47 


Strong N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


ji 


58 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


50 


51 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


47 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


'9 


8 


44 


45 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


56 


60 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


51 


59 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


49 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 
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H5 



1 


Month. 


Days 


Hours 


i hermom. 
in the {hade. 


Therm, 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 




July 


20 


8 


39 


47 


S. E. 


Hard fioft. 








12 


5° 


60 


N.W. 


Clear. 








4 


49 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


47 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


21 


il 


4' 


45 


S. E. 


Clear. 








12 


57 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


5S 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 






North. 


Ditto. 




22 


8 


46 


47 


North. 


Hazy. 








12 


57 


60 


N.W. 


Clear. 








4 


51 


58 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


49 




Ditto. 


Clouds to the N. W. 




23 


B 


50 


57 


N.W. 


Clear. 








12 


60 


67 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


52 


60 


Ditto. 


Clouds in the N. W. 


', 






8 


5' 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1 


24 


8 


49 


50 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 


1 






12 


58 


64 


Ditto. 


Clear. 


1 






4 


55 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


^o 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 




2i 


8 


49 


52 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 








12 


61 


67 


Ditto. 


Clear. 








4 


60 


65 


North. 


Ditto. 








8 


47 


Ditto. 


Thunder clouds in the N. W. 




26 


8 


45 


5° 


N.W. 


Clear. 








12 


55 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


5^^ 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


47 


S. E. 


Thunder, lightning, & hard tain. 




'W 


8 


45 


48 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 








12 


61 


67 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


56 


61 


Ditto. 


Clear. 








8 


49 




North. 


Ditto. 




28 


8 


48 


49 


Eaft. 


Clear. 








12 


59 


61 


N.W. 


Hazy. 


( 






4 


55 


60 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 








8 


45 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 




29 


8 


46 


47 


N. W. 


Hazy. 








12 


63 


67 


Ditto. 


Clear. 








4 


62 


63 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 








8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 



yGoosIe 



146 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WlMCa, ANO WEATHER. 



Month. 


Days. 


Hours 


T heriiiom. 
in the fhade. 


Tliim. 
n the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


July 


3° 


8 
12 
4 
8 


49 

5° 
47 
43 


f 

6o 
54 


N. W. 

Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Cloudy. 
Ditto. 
Heavy rain. 
Ditto. 


3' 


8 

12 
t 


4° 
5" 

JO 

42 


40 

SO.eifKrfe'l 
50 


North. 
N. E. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Squallyi {howers of hail and rain. 



yGoogle 
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AUGUST. 



Month 


Days. 


Hours 


Thennom. 
in the fliade. 


Them, 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Aug. 


I 


8 


39 


40 


S. E. 


Clnr i ice on the water quarter of an inch thick. 






12 


45 


52 


Ditto. 


CItar. 






4 


43 


44 


Strong S. E. 


Ditto. 






8 


35 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


2 


8 


3° 


40 


S. E. 


Clear, with froft. 






12 


39 


40 


Strong S. E. 


Clouiiy. 






4 


37 


37 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


37 




Ditto. 


Cltar. 


1 


8 


,8 


40 


Eaft. 


Clear, with froil. 






12 


51 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


5° 


6a 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


43 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


4 


8 


40 


44 


Calm. 


Hardfroft. 






12 


59 


62 


N.W. 


Clear. 






4 


56 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


45 




Ditto. 


White froft. 


? 


8 


39 


4' 


N.W. 


Froft. 






12 


57 


62 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


55 


58 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


43 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


6 


8 


45 


45 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


57 


63 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


50 . 


51 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


47 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


7 


8 


30 


30 


N.W. 


Rain. 






12 


45 


46 


Ditto. 


Cloudy, with fmall rain. 






4 


42 


42 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


39 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


8 


a 


38 


39 


Calm. 


White froft. 






12 


60 


68 


N.W. 


Fine. 






4 


59 


63 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


9 


8 


38 


43 


Calm. 


Clear, with froft. 






12 


56 


63 


S. E. 


Clear. 






4 


48 


55 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 
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Month. 


Days. 


Hours 


Thermom. 
in the ftiadc. 


Therm. 

tithe Tun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Aug. 


10 


8 


39 


42 


Calm. 


(•roll. 






12 


67 


70 


S. E. 


Clear. 






4 


66 


69 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


5> 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


11 


8 


49 


55 


S. E. 


Clear. 






12 


65 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


68 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


51 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


12 


8 


49 


52 


S. E. 


Pine. 






12 


63 


71 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


62 


69 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


'% 


8 


44 


44 


N.W. 


Cloudy, with linall rain. 






12 


SO 


5' 


Ditto. 


Heavy rain. 






4 


JO 


JO 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


43 




Ditto. 


Cloudy and fair. 


H 


8 


39 


39 


North. 


Clouds in the N. W. 






12 


57 


61 


N.W. 


Clear. 






4 


56 


59 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


48 




S. E. 


Hazy. 


1.5 


8 


48 


49 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


50 


52 


Strong ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


JO 


52 


Calm. 


Ditto. 






8 


46 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


16 


8 


40 


50 


S. E. 


fine. 






12 


57 


64 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


49 


60 


Stiong ditto. 


Ditto. 




"7 


8 
8 


43 




Ditto. 


Froft. 


43 


50 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


54 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


50 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


42 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


iS 


8 


41 


JO 


Strong S. E. 


Clear. 






12 


60 


68 


Calm. 


Ditto. 






4 


58 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


47 




North. 


Ditto. 


19 


8 


40 


42 


N. W. 


Hazy. 






12 


63 


70 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


62 


6? 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 







8 


?o 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 



yGoosIe 



UBSERVATIOHS ON THE THERATOMETER, WIND8| AND WEATHER. 



1-49 



Month 


Days 


Hour 


rhermom. 
in the fliade 


Therm, 
tithe fun 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Au^. 


20 


8 


43 


43 


Calm. 


Hazy. 






12 


67 


72 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


«3 


70 


Ditto. 


&itto. 






8 


S3 




9. E. 


Ditto. 


21 


8 


39 


40 


S. E. 


Hazy. 






12 


61 


«5 


Ditto. 


Clouds to the N.W. 






4 


59 


*o 


North. 


Cloudy. 






8 


48 




N,W. 


Rain. 


22 


8 


40 


40 


N. W. 


Cloudy, with heavy Ihowers. 






12 


5° 


5° 




Cloudy. 






4 


50 


50 


Ditto. 


Rain. 






8 


43 




Eaft. 


Clear. 


23 


8 


43 


5° 


S. E. 


Clear. 






12 


58 


63 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


55 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


5° 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


24 


8 


42 


lo 


S.E, 


Clear, with dew. 






12 


54 


64 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


53 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


41 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


25 


8 


45 
5» 


45 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


59 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


56 


59 


N. W. 


Clear. 






8 


5> 




Ditto. 


Clouds in the N. W. 


26 


8 


43 


47 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


54 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


53 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


4' 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


27 


8 


40 


4' 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


53 


54 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


52 


54 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


49 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


28 


8 


45 


45 


Soutli. 


Cloudy. 






12 


57 


61 


S.E. 


Clear. 






4 


55 


59 


Ditto. 


Jitto. 






8 


49 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


20 


8 


45 


46 


S.E. 


Cloudy. 




12 


60 


70 


Ditto. 


Clear. 




4 


57 


68 


Ditto. 


)itta. 




8 


5° 




Eaft. 


Ditto. 












z 





yGoosIe 



IJO 



OBSEKVATIONl OH THK THERMOMITEIt, WIHOt, AMD WtATHII. 



Month. 


D»ys. 


Hours 


TWmom. 
in the Ihadc. 


Them, 
in the fun. 


Wind!. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Aug. 


30 


8 
12 

4 
8 


43 
J7 

53 

48 


43 

56 


S.E. - 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Hazy. 
Ditto. 
CItar. 
Ditto. 


3' 


B 
12 

t 


47 
60 

i9 

54 


50 
70 > 

*3 


S. E. ■ 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Clear. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 



Digitized by VjOOSlC 



OIIEKVATIOIIS an TBI TBIXMOMITEIt, WIHOS, AMD WEATHEK. 



HI- 



SEPTEMBER. 



.\ orth. 


Days. 


Hours 


Hiermom. 
in the (hade. 


Therm, 
n the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. . 


Sept. 


I 


8 


JO 


^8 


S.E. 


Clear. 






IZ 


6j 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


63 


6? 


Ditto. 


Hazy. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


2 


8 


52 


60 


Strong Eafterly. 


Clear. 






12 


60 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


6, 


Ditto. 


Clouds towards the Eaft. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


1 


8 


5' 


52 


Strong N. W. 


Ckar. 






12 


52 


60 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


Ji 


60 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


4 


8 


48 


48 


N.E. 


Mifty. 






12 


52 


ii.cxpoti 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






4 


51 


S3 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


5° 






Ditto. 


i; 


8 


51 


60 


Weil. 


Clear. 






12 


7° 


81 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


83 


74 


Ditto. 


Hazy. 




T~ 


8 
8 


52 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


50 


J' 


N. W. 


Hazy. 






12 


63 


75 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


65 


73 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


,?8 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


7 


8 


S* 


64 


Nortll. 


Clear. 






12 


70 


8* 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


68 


79 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 




8 


8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


8 


60 


71 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


85 


97 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


87 


89 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


70 




S. E. 


Clouds in the Ball. 


9 


8 


6, 


80 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


9' 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


90 


98 










8 


89 




Small breezes S.E. 


Ditto. • 



* Here, on ihe banki of the Orange River, which it ruirouniied bv naked mouaiaint, aoil the wind generally S. E. blowing over 
kdr; land J plain, which i« about Soo nilei from the Cape of Good Hope, the tbcnnumcter, in the fun, waa oficn at izodegteei. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



Month. 


Days. 


Hours 


'1 hermom. 
in the (hade. 


1 herm. 
intheTun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 1 


Sept. 


lO 


8 


70 


80 


Calm. 


Clear. 








12 


93 


108 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


84 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






li 


8 


76 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 




8 


70 


80 


S.E. 


Clear. 








12 


93 


106 


Calm. 


Ditto. 








4 


89 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






12 


8 
8 


73 




Small breeze S. E. 


Ditto. 




69 


91 


Calm. 


Clear. 








12 


90 


102 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


90 


101 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






M 


8 


80 




Ditto. 






8 


7' 


84 


Calm. 


Clear. 








12 


92 


108 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


89 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


70 




Strong Weft. 


Cloudy. 




14 


8 


61 


70 


Calm. 


Cloudy. 








12 


80 


97 


Ditto. 


Clear. 








4 


76 


90 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 




■5 


8 


59 


61 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 








12 


70 


89 


Calm. 


Clear. 








4 


70 


87 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


64 




Small breeze at W. 


Clcir. 




Id 


8 


5^ 


59 


Weft. 


Cloudy. 








12 


69 


7" 


Calm. 


Clear. 








4 


65 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


54 




Weft. 


Ditto. 




■7 


8 


52 


P 


N.W. 


Cloudy. 








12 


70 


83 


Calm. 


Clear. 








4 


65 


73 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


60 




Weft. 


Cloudy. 




18 


8 


53 


64 


Calm. 


Clear. 








12 


69 


81 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


65 


76 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


57 




N.W. 


Ditto. 




'9 


8 


58 


64 


Small breeze at W. 


Jlear. 








12 


70 


88 


Calm. 


Ditto. 








4 


7° 


82 


Ditto. 


Dkto. 






8 


61 




N.W. 


Ditto. 





yGoosIe 



•eBSIRVATIONS OK THE THEKMOMETEB, WIKDS, AND WEATHEK. 



M3 



Month 


Days. 


Hours 


ThcriDom. 
in The fhade. 


in the fun. 


Wind.. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Sept. 


20 


8 


57 


69 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


81 


98 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


76 


82 


SmaU breeze N.W. 


Ditto. 






8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


21 


8 


60 


80 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


85 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


81 


97 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


70. 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


22 


8 


67 


79 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


9' 


103 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


90 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


7° 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


23 


8 


70 


80 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


95 


112 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


9' 


107 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


7' 




Weft. 


Ditto. 


24 


8 


77 


lOI 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


95 


116 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


87 


109 


Small breeze N.W. 


Ditto. 






8 


69 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


25 


8 


69 


76 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


93 


109 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


89 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


63 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


26 


8 


60 


7" 
100 


North. 


Clouils in the N. W. 






12 


89 


Calm. 


Clear. 






4 


87 


98 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


59 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


27 


8 


69 


79 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


93 


109 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


81 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


63 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


28 


8 


65 


79 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


89 


100 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


87 


98 


S. W. 


Ditto. 






8 


6b 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


29 


8 


50 


63 


Calm. 


White froft. 






12 


69 


81 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


57 


61 


N.W. 


Cloudjr. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Clear. 












A a 





yGoosIe 



'54 



OBSXRVATIOMt OH TBS THERMOMETER, WIND*, AMD WEATHER. 



Monlh. 


Days. 


Hours 


■thiVmom. 
n the Ihade. 


■'rherm.- 
in the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


Sept. 


3° 


8 
12 

4 
8 


52 
70 
68 
60 


60 

83 
76 


N. W. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 


Clear. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 



yGoosIe 



0BURVAT10N3 ON THB THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



"5J 



OCTOBER. 



Month. 


Days. 


Hours 


Thermom. 
n the Ihadc. 


Therm, 
n the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


oa. 


I 


8 


57 


6i 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


7° 


87 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


7° 


85 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


6i 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


2 


8 


6o 


7> 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


72 


^o 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


70 


80 


Ditto. 


Ditto, 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


3 


8 


59 


61 


Calm. 


Clouds in the S. E. 






12 


70 


80 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


68 


79 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


4 


8 


60 


70 


Calm. 


rhuntier clouds in the Eaft. 






12 


81 


97 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


79 


83 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


60 




S. E. 


Ditto. 


S 


8 


54 


61 


Weft. 


Cloudy. 






12 


6i 


65 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


64 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 




6 


8 
8 


52 




N. W. 


Clear. 


55 


55 


Calm. 


Cloudy. 






12 


61 


62 


Ditto. 


Thunder to the Eaftward. 






4 


6i 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


7 


8 


59 


59 


W. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


70 


8a 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


65 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


6 


8 


59 


60 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


''5 


69 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


6, 


Ditto. 


Ditto, with fmall rain. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


9 


8 


57 


57 


N. VV. 


Cloudy. 






12 


60 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto ; at Til in the evening heavy tain. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 



vGoosIe 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHER, 



Month 


Days. 


Hours 


rhccoiom. 
in the Ihade. 


Therm, 
m the fun. 


Winds. 


Rcmarjts on the weather. 


Ott. 


lO 


8 


57 


56 


N. W. 


Cloutiy. 






12 


6o 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


57 


58 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1 1 


8 


56 


58 


S. W. 


Clouds to the Wcftward. 






12 


67 


7' 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


6s 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 


12 


8 


54 


54 


Weft. 


Cloudy. 






12 


7' 


71 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


6, 


69 


Ditto. 


Dliioi with fewtal loud clSpi of thundci^ 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


'3 


8 


57 


6i 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


68 


74 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


65 


68 


North. 


Cbudy. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Thunder. 


H 


8 


53 


59 


S.E. 


Clear ; in the night a ftrong dew. 






12 


7' 


89 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


64 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


59 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


'5 


8 


59 


67 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


68 


75 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


68 


I9 


■ Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


57 




S. W. 


Clear. 


i6 


8 


57 


57 


Weft. 


Cloudy. 






12 


61 


70 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


60 


69 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


'7 


8 


61 


68 


Weft. ■ 


Heavy clouds of mill upon the bills. 






12 


73 


80 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


69 


76 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


i3 


8 


62 


62 


Weft. 


Small rain. 






12 


74 


76 


Ditto. 


Hazy. 






4 


70 


76 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


61 




Ditto. 


Clouds to the Weftward. 


'9 


3 


69 


69 


b. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


78 


88 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


78 


85 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


6, 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 



yGoosIe 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOJ^ETER^ WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



157 



Month 


Oa)'s. 


Hours 


Thcrmom. 
in the Ihade. 


I herm. 
nth! fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


oa. 


20 


8 


65 


65 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


75 


75 


Ditto. 


Cloudy, with fmall rain. 






4 


7^ 


74 


Ditto. 


Hazy. 




21 


8 


67 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


8 


67 


7' 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


80 


90 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


79 


88 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


V 




8 


67 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


22 


8 


57 


57 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


69 


80 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


esi 


74 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




T^itto. 


Ditto. 


23 


8 


57 


56 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


70 


80 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


68 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto J at five, (p. m.) rain. 






8 


H 




Ditto. 


Rain. 


24 


8 


5° 


50 


N. W. 


iMvy raiD ; feverai OufKtn ttt fleet and faow. 






12 


J° 


tS, cvfofid 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


47 


46 


North. 


Ditto. 




25 


8 


43 




Ditto. 


Squally. 


8 


5^ 


i', 


S. E. 


White froft. 






12 


8 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


56 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


26 


8 


57 


61 


Eaft. 


Clear. 






12 


68 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


67 


68 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


59 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


27 


8 


54 


57 


N. E. 


Heavy dew. 






12 


63 


68 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


62 


66 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


~ls 


8 


57 


58 


N. E. 


Thunder. 






12 


70 


80 


Eaft. 


Clear. 






4 


70 


78 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


29 


8 


58 


63 


Eaft. 


Fine. 






12 


69 


78 


S. E. 


Ditto. 






4 


67 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Cloudy. 



yGoosIe 



OBSEKVATIOMS OM THE THERMOMETER,* WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



Month. 


Days. 


Hour, 


1 hcnnom. 
m the {hade. 


incim. 
n the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks 


on the weather. 


oa. 


^o 


a 


6o 


67 


S. E. 


Clear. 








12 


78 


82 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


76 


82 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


62 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 




V 


8 


57 


6^ 


S. E. 


Clear. 








12 


72 


82 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








4 


6, 


78 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 








8 


59 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 





yGoosIe 



OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



■59 



NOVEMBER. 



Month 


Days 


Hours 


1 hcrmom. 
in the iha.de 


1 herm. 
in the fun 


Winds. 


Remarlcs on the weather. 


Nov. 


I 


8 


?8 


57 


S. E. 


Cloudy. 






12 


6i 


7° 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


J9 


60 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


2 


8 


57 


60 


S. E. 


Clear. 






12 


6o 


68 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


58 


60 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1 


8 


56 


59 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


60 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


58 


6, 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


56 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


4 


8 


58 


60 


S.E. 


Clear. 






12 


io 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


56 


58 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Ditto, with fmall rain. 


? 


8 


57 


60 


South. 


Clear. 






12 


60 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


58 


6, 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 




6 


8 


54 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


8 


59 


68 


South. 


Clear. 






12 


67 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


63 


69 


Ditto. 


Cloudy. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Clear. 


7 


8 


59 


63 


S. W. 


Clear. 






12 


68 


73 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


63 


6q 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


59 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


8 


8 


sy 


60 


S. W. 


Clear. 






12 


69 


78 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


65 


70 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


54 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


9 


8 


56 


61 


s. w. 


Clear. 






12 


63 


7° 


Weft. 


Ditto. 






4 


60 


67 


Ditto. 


Oitto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE THERMOMETER, WINDS, AND WEATHER. 



Month. 
Nov. 


3.ys. 


lours 


1 heriiiom. 
n the (hade. 


'1 herni. 
ri the fun. 


Winds. 


Remarks on the weather. 


lO 


8 


58 


•;8 


S. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


67 


73 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


. 64 


69 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


55 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1 I 


8 


52 


•,2 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


6i 


61 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


61 


6^ 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


12 


8 


60 


70 


N. W. 


Clear. 






12 


^7 


79 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


6i 


68 


North. 


Ditto. 






8 


57 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


M 


8 


63 


71 


Calm. 


Clear. 






12 


70 


81 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


67 


74 


N. W. 


Ditto. 






8 


60 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


14 


8 


65 


65 


N. W. 


Cloudy. 






12 


75 


75 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


72 


7' 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


67 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


M 


8 


67 


67 


N. W. 


Thunder and cloudy. 






12 


9" 


99 


Ditto. 


Clear, with thunder to the N. 






4 


89 


93 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


70 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


i6 


8 


57 


57 


. N. W. 


Cloudy, with ihiall rain. 






12 


62 


;9,exportd 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






4 


59 


59 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 






8 


53 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 


'7 


8 


58 


58 


Weft. 


Cloudy and tair. 






12 


62 


68 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


57 


57 


N. W. 


Heavy rain. 






8 


50 




S.W. 


Clouds to the Weftward. 


i8 


8 


52 


54 


N. W. 


In the morning, dew. 






12 


53 


60 


Ditto. 


Clear. 






4 


51 


57 


Ditto. 


Ditto. 


1 




8 


50 




Ditto. 


Ditto. 
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APPENDIX. 



ANIMAL POISONS. 

AS the fufajeft of poifons is one of the moft mterefting 
branches of natural hiftory, I am induced to add to the 
preceding pages a few h&s which came under my own obfer- 
vation while I refided in Africa and the Eaft Indies, where it is 
well known that both the animal and vegetable kingdoms 
abound with a variety of produftions unfriendly to the human 
frame. 

The vegetable poifons of Africa have been already noticed ; 
but I have been lefs copious in the remarks on the poifonous 
fnakes of that country. To thefe, therefore, I (hall firft and 
principally call the attention of the reader ; and being but little 
converfant in zoology, I ihall, in my defcription, retain the 
names by which they are diftinguilhed in their native regions. 

The Horned Snake, is the moft poifonous of thefe reptiles : 
it is of a greyilh colour, and about eighteen inches long : its 
head, which is very flat, is large in proportion to the fize of 
the body, with fmall fcales, which the inhabitants call horns, 
riling over its eyes. 
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This ferpent, fo truly formidable from the mortal nature of 
its bite, particularly abounds in the country of the Boftimen and 
Nimiqua Hottentots, who ufe its poifon, in preference to that 
of all others, for poifoning their arrows. The Boftimen, indeed, 
who have no cattle of their own, and depend entirely on their 
bows for fubfiftence, feem to have been fiirnifhed by Nature 
with this poifon as their only defence againft their numerous 
enemies. Impelled by hunger, they often quit the mountains 
and plunder the Dutch peafants of their cattle ; and were it 
not for thefe poifonous weapons they would be unable to with- 
ftand or efcape from the parties which in thefe cafes are fent 
againft them ; but thus armed, feveral of the Dutch have been 
killed, and many have barely efcaped with life from their 
wounds. 

The ufual mode of preparing this poifon, is by bruifing the 
whole fnake till it becomes of the confiftence of a gum : a fmall 
quantity of this fubftance is then tied on the point of the arrow 
with finall finews : two or more barbs are formed in the arrow 
to prevent its quitting the flefli. 

This poifon is fometimes mixed with others, to form a pre- 
paration called Rot Poifon, which, as I was informed by a pea- 
fant of the country, produces mortification without much pain. 
The wife of a Dutch peafant, travelling to the Cape, was at- 
tacked in the night by a party of Bolhmen, who came to fleal 
her cattle ; (be received a wound from an arrow on her ihoul- 
der ; and fo rapid was the eSe& of the poifon, that before fhe 
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reached the Cape, her breafts came ofF, and a cure was impoffi- 
ble. This and many other inftances have been related to me 
by the country people. I fhall not attempt to vouch for the 
truth of them ; but they are generally believed at the Cape. 
Many Hottentots die of the bite of poifonous ferpents ; but I 
have feen feveral who had recovered ; though, from what I 
could learn, they had no mode of cure but the aflual cautery. 

The Koufe Band, or Garter Snake, k another of the poifon- 
ous reptiles of that country : it is particularly dangerous to 
travellers, as it refembles the foil fo much in colour, that it i& 
not readily perceived. The Koufe Band is fmall, and feldom 
exceeds eighteen inches in length. I imagine it to be the Covra 
Manilla of the Eaft Indies. This tribe is faid to occafion almoft 
inftant death. But as all fnakes lofe a confiderable portion of 
their poifonous quality by repeating their bite, there may be 
times when the poifon is not fo ftrong, or fo mortal. I had an 
opportunity of feeing a farmer at the hot baths near the Cape, 
who had been bitten by a Koufe Band in the foot. For fome 
time after the circumftance happened, he found great benefit 
from bathing the wounded part with cold water, mixed with a 
large quantity of fait. When I iaw him he had been lame for 
two years. Whenever he took much exercife it occafioned a 
fwelling in the leg, to which the warm bath afforded a tempo- 
rary relief. 

The Yellow Snake, which differs only in colour from the 
Covra Capella, or Hooded Snake of India, is frequently found 
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liere. Though extremely poifenous, their fize and bright yel- 
low colour renders it eafy to avoid them. They are from four 
to eight feet in length. The Yellow Snake is moftly found in 
rat-holes. After eating thefe animals, which form the chief 
part of its food, it takes pofleffion of their holes : this renders 
it dangerous for travellers to he down in any place where there 
are traces of this deftruflive reptile. 

The Hottentots procure the poifon of this fnake by difleSing 
the bag from its mouth, and dipping finews, which they after- 
wards tie on the points of their arrows, in the liquid it contains. 

The Puff Adder, which has its name from blowing itfelf up 
to near a foot in circumference, is erf' a greyilh colour, and 
about three feet and a half in length : it is considerably thicker 
than any I ever faw in that country : its head is large and flat ; 
the poifon-teeth about an inch long, and hooked. The Puff 
Adder is extremely dangerous to cattle. In one of my excur- 
Hons in the country, a horfe of mine was bit by one of them 
in the mouth, while grazing, and furvived the wound but two 
days. . 

The ^ring Adder is a very dangerous, but uncommon 
fnake ; it is jet black, with white fpots, from three to four 
feet long, and proportionably thick. When Colonel Gordon 
(now Commander in chief at the Cape) was in that coun- 
try, in the year feventeen hundred and feventy-five, he men- 
tioned to me a circumftance of his having met two flave boys 



yGoosIe 



APPENDIX. i6i 

diafed by a Spring Adder, which feemed to be gaining 
ground upon them, when he fliot it through the middle. 

The Night Snake, which is more beautiful than any of 
the others, is from eighteen to twenty inches long, and very 
thin : it is belted with black, red, and yellow ; and when 
near, at night, has the appearance of fire. The Hottentots 
call it Killmen. 

Thefe fix fpecies of ferpents, about the Cape of Good 
Hope, I had the opportunity of feeing ; and brought home 
Ipecimens of moft of them, preferved in fpirits, for further 
infpeSion. I however regret much that as my chief objeft 
was the coUeaion of plants, I had it not in my power to 
remain long enough in any one place to make fuch experi- 
ments on their feveral poifons as might have enabled me to 
have given a clear account of their effefls from my own ob- 
fervation. There are, I have no doubt, many other Ihakes in 
that country with which we are as yet unacquainted. One, 
which is called the Spoog Slang, or Spitting Snake, has been 
mentioned to me by the inhabitants of the country, who fay it 
will throw its poifon to the diftance of feveral yards ; and that 
people have been blinded by them ; but this never came under 
my own infpedion. 

The Black, or Rock Scorpion, is nearly as venomous as any 
of the ferpent tribe. A farmer who refided at a place, called 
the Parle, near the Cape, was ftung by one in the foot, during 
my ftay in the country, and died in a few hours. 
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Doflor Syde, one of the Cape phyficians, informed me that 
feveral people had been brought to him ftnng by fcorpions, and 
that he found oil to be the beft antidote he ever tried. The 
natives of India hold the part wounded as near to a fire as pof- 
fible, for a confiderable time, which, they fay, produces a per-- 
fea cure. 

I ftiall here add a few obfervations which occurred to me- 
while ferving in the fouthern army in the Eaft Indies, refpe<Sing 
fome of our foldiers who were bitten by fnakcs in that cam^ 
paign. 

The fouthern countries of Indoftan abound with the fmall; 
fnake, called the Covra Manilla, which is well known to be 
Very poifonous. The Bramins tell us, that they can adminifter 
complete relief in the moft defperate cafes ; but their mode of: 
pradice has hitherto been kept a fecret from Europeans. Col- 
lonel Fullarton, however, procured a fmall box of their pills 
from the reverend Mr. Swartz, a miffionary at Tanjore ; and at 
the fiege of Carrore we had an opportunity of proving the 
effedls of them. One of our feapoys was bitten, and fo ill that 
we defpaired of his life. The colonel gave him one of the 
pills, which feemed to aft as a very ilrong opiate for fome time, 
and threw him into a delirium ; in two days, however, the man 
was perfeilly recovered. 

We had alfo a fecond proof of their utility, though the man 
did not appear to be fo ill as on the former occafion. I was 
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witnefs to a tKird cafe, where we could not procure thefe pills; 
A fervant of Lieutenant Smith, in the fame regiment with my- 
felf, was bitten. The lieutenant gave him nothing but brandy 
and hot Madeira wine, and kept him in a ftate of intoxication 
for twenty-four hours ; the next day the pain was gone, but 
the man continued indifpofed for feme time. 

A foldier in the feventy-eighth regiment, after a wound from' 
3 ferpent, was fo ill that his whole body was difcoloured, and' 
he was confidered as incurable by all the furgeons in the army.- 
In this cafe we could not have reeourfe to the Bramin's pills;, 
and it was thought that nothing but the ftrength of his confti- 
tution could, have faved him. 

Another circumftance, relpeffing the bite of fnakes, which 
happened near Bengal, will not, I flatter myfelf, be deemed 
unworthy of attention : when a brigade was cantoned, the 
houfes had not been inhabited for fome time before. Soon 
after they went in, there were fome men found dead in the 
morning ; for which faft they were totally unable to account. 
The difafter, however, was foon difcovered to proceed from the 
bite of fnakes. On fearching, they found vaft numbers of thefe 
animals in the holes of the mud- walls ; the greateft part of which 
they killed. They were then advifed to lay a quantity of 
onions and garlick about their rooms, in the Infide ; and after. 
that, no further trace of them were perceived. 

It is much to be wiflied that any certain remedy for the bite 
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of thofe poifonous animals could be difcovered, and fuch as 
might be carried in the traveller's pocket, when proceeding on 
a long journey. Botanifts, or naturalifts, are more expofed than 
any other clafs of men, as they are conftantly wandering in the 
fields among ftirubs and grafs, where they cannot difcover thofe 
reptiles fo readily as thofe who confine themfelves to beaten 
paths. It is feldom they can carry a bed with them ; and when 
lying on the ground they are in danger of turning themfelves 
on thofe venomous creatures, who often creep near the human 
body for the fake of warmth. It is not uncommon for them to 
^et into beds, as I have myfelf obferved in the Eaft Indies. 
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VEGETABLE POISONS. 

THOUGH there are few countries in the world which 
abound more with deleterious vegetables than the coun- 
try adjacent to the Cape of Good Hope, yet the principal dan- 
ger, to the traveller, refults from the animated part of the 
creation ; he can always avoid the one, when he cannot appre- 
hend the other. I am only acquainted with four of the former 
kind, which are commonly employed as inftruments of de- 
ftrudlion. 

The firft is a large bulbous plant, Amaryllis Difticha, which 
is called Mad Poifon, from the effefts ufually produced on the 
animals which are wounded by the weapons impregnated with 
it. The natives prepare this poifon in the following manner : 
They take the bulbs, about the time when they are putting out 
their leaves, and cutting them tranfverfly, extrafl a thick fluid, 
which is kept in the fun till it becomes quite of the confiftence 
of gum. It is then put up for ufe ; and the method of laying 
it on their arrows has been already defcribed. 

The hunters employ this fpecies of poifon chiefly for the 
purpofe of killing fuch animals as are intended for food, fuch as 
antelopes and other fmall quadrupeds. After they are wounded, 
they can, and do in general, run for feveral miles j and it fre- 
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quently happens that they are not found till the next day, not- 
withftanding the poifonous fubftance having penetrated the 
tnufcular pafts. 

When the leaves of this plant are young, the cattle are very 
fond of them, though they are inftant death ; the farmers there^ 
fore are very cautious not to fufFer them to enter into the trafls 
which are fufpefted of producing this plant. 

The fecond is a Ipecies of Euphorbia, which is found in that 
part of the country which is inhabited by Boihmen, and ki 
the Great Nimiqua Land. The gum of this is alfo ufed for 
arrows ; but the plant is more commonly ufed for poifoning the 
water where the animak refort to drink ; and a ftranger who 
travels in that country, muft be very careful in examining the 
fpring before he drinks. 

This plant grows from about fifteen to twenty feet in height, 
fending out many branches full of ftrong fpines. The natives 
cut off as many of the branches as they think necei&ry for the 
deftruSion of the animals they intend to poifon. They gene- 
rally condu<St the water a few yards from the fpring into a pit 
made for the purpofe ; after which they put in the Euphorbia, 
and cover the fpring, fo that the creatures have no choice : and 
in that country water is very fcarce ; fometimes it is twenty 
miles from one fpring of water to another. 

The only animal I ever &w poifoned by this means, was a 
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ZeBra ; it had fcarcely proceeded half a mile from the water 
before it dropped ; and I was affured by the natives, that none 
efcaped which drank of fuch water, though they declared the 
flelh was not injured by the poifon. 

The third vegetable poifon proceeds from a fpecies of Rhus, 
which is only found near the Great River, or Orange River ;. 
and is feid to be very dangerous. When this poifon isextrafting, 
the operators cover their eyes, as the leaft drop touching that 
organ would certainly deprive them of fight. It is fometimes 
ufed for arrows. 

The fourth is the only poifon really ufeful to the European 
inhabitants ; it is a fmall Ihrubby plant, producing a nut, 
called by the Dutch, Woolf Gift, or Wolf Poifon, which they 
ufe for poifoning the Hyenas. 

The method of preparing this, is by taking the nuts and 
roafting them as they do coffee, after which they pulverize 
them : they afterwards take forae pieces of meat, or a dead dog, 
which they fluff full of the powder, and throw them into the 
fields. The voracious Hyenas meeting with any thing of this 
kind, foon devour it, and in gsneral are found dead the follow- 
ing day. 

THE EN0. 
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INDEX. 



Adder, pus; defcribcd, 

- fpring 



page 164 
ib. 



Africa, inducements to the philofopher to explore 3 
~— water, brackiih, very common in 46, 52 
55. 58. 73. '06 
— — ^— fcarce in many parts of 65, 107 

Aloe Dichotoma ferving as a houfe - 58 

Amaryllis Difticha, a poifon 51, 169 

Antelopes go in very numerous herds 130 

Ants, white 22 



fiafkets made to hold water by the 

Baths, hot 

Bays near Cape Falfe 

Birds, curious neft of a gregarious 

Bokke Veld Berg extremely fteep 

Bonte Bock defcribcd 

Bolbiefmcn, account of 

— bows and arrows of 

. eat fnakes, fpiders, &c, 

I honeHy of 
■■ — how caught 
Bread mudc of a fpccies of palm 
' ■ ■ unknown at Tfimeko 
Bufialoes, defcription of 
hide of, makes excellent 



C. 

CaSraria hitherto unknown to Europeans, page 77 
^^^^ Itingdom of difputed, 92 

Caffres, account of 90 

Camelopardalis defcrtbed 126 

Camphor trees in Hottentot Hollaod 7 

Capra Dorcas, dimenlions of one 8a 

Cattle, difeafe caufing die hoofs of, to.drop off 96 

J '■ taught to obey a whiftle 94 

Cautery employed by the Hottentots againft bites 

of poifonous reptiles ' 1 63 



: Caffres 91 


Chamois defcribed 53 note 


12, 26, 42 


Channa, a fpecies of Mezembryanthemum, ufed 


8 


for chewing and fmoking 23 


fpcciesof 133 


Channa Land, account of 24 


53 


Chonacquas, a tribe of Hottentots, account of 85 


10 note, 12 


Circumcifion in ufe amongft the Caffres 93 


29 note 


Conftantia, account of 5 


30 note 


Corn killed by the froft 71 


:. 31 note 


Covra Manilla, a poifonous fnake 166 


3a note 




31 note 


D. 


87,92 


Dogs highly valued by the Caffres 93 


27 


wild 83 


9 note 


Dutch boors in Africa indolent 84 


thongs for oxen 





- plenty near Camtours Rivief 



Ebony growing near Orange River 
F f 
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Elephant's Foot, a plant, defcribeJ, page 72 

Elephants, herd of 89 

. paths made through woods by 88 

Elk, or Eland, dcfcribed 10 note 

Euphorbia, fpecies of, poifonous 62, 170 

F. 

Finger, Kttlc, firft joint of, cut ofF by Hottentots to 

cure fome difeafc 117 

Fiflies, prodigious number 0^ driven into Table 

Bay S 

Food, various kind* of 22, 31 note, 63, 72, 92, 

116, 130, 125 

G. 

Gems Bock delcribed 53 note 
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Goa^ Q>otted, dofcribod 10 note 
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'3 

Gums eaten as food hy Hotteidoti 59, 125, 133 
-.■ - ■ ■— — monkeys and bixds 124 

H. 
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tots 56 
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• -' - how caught 64, 
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Hantum 5 1 

Hefpitality of the boors 6, 48 
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■ remarks on the land to the Eaft 

II 
1 3 note 
117, 120 
116 
19 note 
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■'■ habitations of 
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■ peculiar tribes of 



85,115 



" - ■■ — perhaps lefs able to beat latiguc than 
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Hottniqua hind, account of oe 
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Hyenas, how poifoned by the pe3(ants 131,171 



Iron ore, cubic 



5+ 



Karo, account of 

Great, a defart country 

IClow ficlcnefs 
Koedoes de(cribed 

L. 
Larvse of infe& eaten by Bofliiefinert 
Life, long, rare in the fouth of Africa 
Liquor, intoxicating, made by the Cafires 91 

Lion preying or dead" animals 64, Ii 8 

Lionels, dimenfions of one ^Z 

Locufts dried and eaten by Bofliiefmen 63 

Loxia, curious ae&a of, de&ribed 133 



4S 
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«7 

J! note 



137—160 



56 



M. 
Mimola, various u(es of - 
Meteorological journal, 

N. 
Nimiqua Land Small 

O. 

Oil bed antidote for fting of fcorpion 166 

Orange River 112 

Oftrich eggs excellent food ib< 

' neft found containing (hir^'-four ib. 



Palm, bread made of the pith of a fpecies of 87, 
92 
Piper Cordifolia common in the woods 21, 3? 
Plant ufed to procure fire by friiHon 1 1 8 

Poifoned arrow, effe(Ets of a wound from 48 

■ " ■ bow made 62, 162^ 164 



^Goosle 



Poilbns, Bniinal> page l6i 

— -^^ remedies- againfi 162* *^^ 
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Punch made of Guinea Com by die Caffjwa 9Z 



Quacha delcribed 



17 note 



Remedy, curious Iiy 

RhinoceroSy fldh of, good eating when young 95 
Rhus, a fpecies o^ ftrong acrid poifon 171 

Roc]c> conical, five hundred feet high 58 



Snake, gtrteri page 163 

horned 120, 161 

night 165 

• - oniont and jpirlick uftful to drive away 167 

— ^— Tpitting 165 

yell«w 163 

Spiders eaten by Boduebiea 31 note 

Stillen Bolch mountains 39. 



Tcf mites good fbod 



W. 



Salt found on the weftern coafi of Africa - 106 

lake, curious 83 

Sand Down, account of 6 

Scorpion, black or rock 165. 

Sheep, peculiar kjnd of 125 

.. remarkable difeafe of 48 

Shoes, curious pair of, defcribed 18 note 

Smilaxt root of a Ipecies of, eaten a> food 7a 



Water fcarce in many parts of Africa, 65, 107 
' ' ■- fometimei pcnfoned by the Africans 62, 170 

Wolf pmfon 171 

Z. 

Zebra defcribed- 17 note 

■ flefh of, good food' 1 19. 

Zout Pan, a curious falt-lak« 8z 

ZvdleiuliUD^ accouot of 20. 
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Page 6, line ly far Extim, rnn/Extiii. 

20} line 1, far Swillcndcn^ rtad Swellendam. For Iicndi rtai 

Land. 
21, line ^,fir Hdcncdas, riad Helianthus. 
37, line i6,fir Amyrilas, read Amaryllis. 
46, line Sjfir Pordc, read Parde. 

51, line 6,/9r Hentum, read Hantum. 

52, line I ij/ir torn, read torn. 

52, line 2$,/9r defcended, r/f»/ afcended. 

61, line 25, for Saliccs, rtad Salix. 

81, line 13, fir fragrens, read fragrans. 

944 line g,fir BoQiman's, read Boatfwain's. 
100, line 23, fir Gucff, read Gricff. 
jo8| line 211 fir Chamois, read Genis. 

130, line 8,yer Tuburonim, r/oi^ Tuberofum. 

131, line 21, for proves, rtadftovK. • 

132, line 10, fir Abert Honna Cambt, read Albert Hanna Camp. 
164, line i4,y%r after any, tfo^ other. 



DireBions for placing the Plates. 

Amaryllis Difticha, . . , to face page 5r. 
Aloe Dichotoma, ..... 56. 
Flowers of ditto, .... U fullaw, 
leaves of ditto, ..... to fallow. 
Trunk of ditto, .....(« ftUou\ 

Heimannia, 60. 

Stapcliat to fellow. 

Euphorbia, 62.* 

Euphorbia, ftem and flower, . . to follow. 

Geranium, 67. 

Botfamcns habitations, . , , . 71. 

Hottentots 115. 

Geranium Spinofum, 116. 

Pentandria Monogynia, .... 124. 

Camelopardalis, • 125. 

Mimofa, 126. 

Loxia, to foUow, 

Map, stthfitad. 
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